


OTH BATTALION ROVAL SUBSEX REGIMENT.

24th DIVISION,

2lst During the week following the 21st
August 1915 the Regiment was
ordered to E.aommh Odaw.nmuln. on
September Aug 31lst the Regiment left Wol

for Southampton in three mpn.a_mﬂn
and embarked on the £.8, "ILa
Marguerite" disembarking at Havre
on the morning of the lst
September 1915 and marching to
Camp No 5 Havre. After remaining
for 24 hours the Regiment entrained
at Havre during the afternoon of the
2nd inst. and detrained at Maresquel
on the morning of the 3rd inst.,
marching to the billeting area
assigned to the Battalion at Embrey
and Rimboval arriving at the latter
places &t 4.0 pm and 4,30 pm
respeotively. The weather was very
bed and it rained in torrents the
whole day., The leather equipment
8tood the wet weather very badly
and doss not appear to be very
durable.

EMBREY & RIMBOVAL FRANCE.

Still very wet. ELvery effort was
made to inorease the comfort of the
billete which were mostly in barns
and outhouses, the day being
occupled in inspection of rifles,
iron rations feet etc. digging

of latrines and other necessary
duties.

Being Sunday Church Services were

the day being fine clothes,
blankets etc. were able to he dried.

6th (Mon,) Wae again fine and the Battalion
settled down to a fixed programme
of work for the week, comprising
trench digging musketry, siting
trenches by compass at night,
bomb throwing, route marching etc.
In the afternoon at 2.0 pm the
Officers of the Regiment met the
Corps Commander (ILieut Gen Halking
commanding the 1lth Corps) at
Headquargers 73rd Brigade, Torey,
Genl.Haking congratulated them on
their arrival in France and
expressed his pleasure at meeting
them.




1918,

Seotember.

7th (Tues.) Again fine and the Battalion
carried out the programme as per
syllabus. Nothing further of
interest to record.

8th (7ed.) Fine weather again today and still
in blllets at Rimboval and Embrey.
8ites were arranged for ranges at
Rimboval and Embrey for "A" & "B"
Companies and "C" & "D" Companies

Capt.Holloway., 8pecial pockets
were issued for carrying smoke
helmets.

9th (Thurs) Wemther very bad. Progres: made
on both ranges and special courses.
Nothing of importance to record.

10th (Fri.) Pine weather and very warm.

Svecial courees carried out and

5 ball cartridge at rate of 100
rounds per N.C.0. and man allowed.
Epecial rifle course with ball
ammnition commenced, "A" Coy on
range at Rimboval and "C" Coy
on range at Embrey.
2nd Lieut.Armitage appointed
Reserve Machine Oun Officer in
place of 2nd Lieut.Kirkpatrick.
Revolver practice carried out at
Rimboval by all Officers. The
€.0. and all Offigers also 4
W.C.0'e per Comj attended &
demonstration at Divisional
Head Quarters at Royon at 10,30 am.
A lscture was given first on the
effects of gas: all ranks were
then ordered to put on their
smoke helmets and were passed

- through a trench into which gas
was being driven. The helmets
proved their complete efficlency.

1lth (Sat,) Pine weather and very hot, The
Bagtalion attended Divisional
manoeuvres and formed up at the
rendezvous at 8,0 am, facing W,W.
on the north of the Embrye
Rimboval road. An assault was
ecarried out by the 72nd Brigade




12th (sun.)

13th (Mon.)

14th (Tues.)

whioh was ordered to attack Petite

1, the
13th ¥iddlesex and 9th Royal Sussex
were ordered to support in the
direction of Henoville,

The operation ceased at 1,50 p.m.
and the Battalion marched back to
billets, Troops paraded without
racks in ghirt sleeves and wore
skelston mrohing order with
rifles and ammmivion, All
machine gunners, hombere, snipers,
sigmllers and other specialists
paraded with tho Battalion. lst
Line Transport was taken,

Fine and very hot. Church of
England services hold at Rimboval
and Lmbrsy by the Chaplain.
Ton~Conformist service at Embrey
& Roman Catholle Service at

Fine and hot. All Companies
continued to carry out the rifle
courge with ball ammnition on
thelr respective 8 Cpl
Ruck Ouards Brigade Instructor
in bombing commenced & course of
instruction in bombing at 9 am,
this morning. 2nd Lisut.ftewart
& 2nd Lieut.langlande visited
the Orenade School at £t.0mer
for a short course of instruction
leaving Rimboval at 4,30 a.me

Wiots Divisional exeroise at
Boubers les Hesmond. The Battalion
fell in at 7,30 a.m. and marched to
the place of rendesvous in rwar of
the 12th Royal Pusiliere arriving
at 9,15 a.m, Owing to the
inclement- weather the operations
were postponed and the Battallon
marched back to billets.
Lieut.Heneage Grenadder Ouarde
delivered a leoture at the
headquarters of the 12th Royal
Pusiliers at Embrey at whioh the




15th (Wed.)

Bombing Officer and Bombing ¥.C.0's
were present. At 5.50 pm. he gave
another lecture at Brigade Head Quarters
at Torcy at which the 0.0., 2nd in
Command and Adjutant were present.

A reading and writing room for N.0,0's
and men was opened for the first time
by the Chaplain,

Fine. 1 carried out ¥
Course as arranged on ranges at
Rimboval and Embrey. All machine
gunners, bombers, signallers, snipers
and other speciallsbs underwent
special instruction. Transport
practiced daily.

Lieut.CGodwin and 2nd Lieut Armitage,
Machine Gun Officers left for a

Division. Nothing further to
record.

16th (Thurs) Fine. Iusketry was again carried out

17th (Fri.)

18th (sat.)

19th (Bun.)

20th (Mon.)

(bombing, sniping courses etc. siting
trenches by night & wood fighting).
Nothing further to record.

Fine, The daye programme was identical
with that of yesterday & there is
nothing of interest to report.

Fine, Musketry was again carried out
on both ranges, together with special
courses for bombers & snipers, 2nd
Lieut.Stewart, two N,C.0's and 6 men
were detalled to attend a course at
the Divisional Gronade School at
QUILEN and left at 3.0 o'alock.

A lecture was given by Col.Stewart

to the Officers at Royal Fusiliers
Head Quarters at Embrey. Nothing
further of interest transpired.

Fine. Church Parades were carrisd
out, The Battalion was thoroughly
mula«unan in "embussing' and
debussing” at Embrey, special
attentlon being paild to the bust
method of allotting men fully armed
& equipped to buses & getting them
on and off in a rapid and orderly
manner. Average time taken for
loading 35 seconds.

Fine, Route march to Hurqueliers
1st Line Transport exercised with
the Battalion, Tt was with deep
regret that news was received that
2nd Lieut.Stewart had been killed




21st (Tues,)

22nd (Bed.)

24th (Fri.)

26th (fat.)

by the explosion of a bomb at the
sohool at QUIIEN. Ile wae a very
promiaing & gellant Officer and

hie death will be e great loss to

the Fegiment.

Orderc were roceived in the course

of the afternocon that the Bastalion
would move from billets the following
day and preparations were made for
the move.

Fine. 7The Battalion marched from
billets at 6.15 pm joining wp with
the Brigade at CREQUY & marched to
TAIRES arriving there at 1,0 am,
the following morning,

IAIRES.

Fine, The Battalion loft LAIRES

Wet. The Battalion changed billets
u.o!nn:nsw in the same ares.

BEUVRY.
Fine. The Battalion marched into
billets at BEUVRY arriving there
A about 2,0 a.M. on the morning
of 26th.

IN CHE TRENOHES,
Orders were received at
10 am for the Battalion to march

there the Brigade was informed that
it had been transferred to the Sth
Division and was ordered to procsed
via VERMELLEE tO the trenches,
arriving there at 12,350 pm. An
attack had been carried out by the
Highland Brigade and at about

Officer came with the Brigade Ma jor
and ordered the Battallon to advance




19185,
“ontonbers

25th with the Pusiliers on FOSSE 8.
(Contds) This was carried out in colum of
Compenies with 30 paces interval,
The Battalion arrived at the
FOSSE at about 11,30 pm and
formed up while the guiding officer
and the Adjutant Cant.Stokes went

forward round the EAST side of the
FOSEE to reconnoltre and to further
guide the Regimont. The guiding
officer & Capt.8tokes returned about
12,30 an,

Company. The order of the Companies
was then from the left B, D, C and A,
The Bettallon Head Quarters was
established just in vear of the

feveral attacks

were made by the enemy during the
night of 25th Sept, 1915 and the
morning of the 26th, the enemy
snipers & bombers being particularly

+ Orders were received that
the FOSEE was to be held at all
costa and notwithstanding the fact
that the men wers without food or
wnter the position was held until
the evening of 27th when orders
were received that the Brigade
was being relieved by the 85th
Brigade.
During the whole of the perlod of
oooupation of the FOSSE the

Was o

artillery & machine gun fire and
notwithstanding the losses
sustained the Battallion behayed
with the utmost gallantry. It is
regretted that before be
launched into such a desperate
aotlion steps had not been taken to
accustom the men to war conditions.

At about 5.0 am at dawn on the 27th
the enemy made an assault on the left
of "A" 0o on Cabaret No.S.
Notwithstanding rifle & machine gun
fire a good number of the enemy

8ot into Cabaret No.3 from which
they opensd enfilade fire down the
trench ooccupled by A & B Companies.




1915,

Septenmber.

27th The position of"A" Company then

{Contd.) booame untenable and they were
obllged to retire to the original
cupport trench of the Germans.
The lack of bombs was a great
handicap and Capb.Stokes succesded
in securing 70 which wers passed
up to "A" Company. Both machine
guns were blown up in action but
whilst they were serviceabie the
machine gunners worked them with
good effect.

During the night of the 27th and
the early morning of the 28th Sept.
the Battalion was withdrewn from
ihe trenches to the bivouac at

#x% SAILLY LES BOURSES. At 10 am
on 28/9/15 = roll was called and
the following were found to be
migsing killed and wounded e
Major W.N.Porter, Major A.P.M,
Wardlan, Capt.F.T.Godman, Capt.
A.R.leIvor, Capt.J.G.Clarke,
Gapt.B.H.Holloway, Capt.H.Bury,
Lt.G hackel, Lt.L.W.Kennelly,
Lt.AJH.C.Lowe, Lb. H R, Heldman,
Lt.F.0.Pulford, Lt.F.R.Pring,

2nd Lieut D.W.Armitage, 2nd Lieut
H.E.Pennington, 2nd Lieut.D.
Ianglands, 2nd Lieut 2.R.Kirkpatrick,
2nd Lieut T,E.Bourdillon, Lieut W.S,
#hitson (R.A.H.C.) and 362 Other
Ranks,

SATLLY L8 BOURBES,
29th Wed. Wet. A% 8430 pm the Battalion

billets at village of NORRENIS
FONIES arriving there at 2,30 am.
NORRENTES FONIES.

Fine. The Battalion rested in
billets at NORRENTEZS FONTES, One
Officer (2nd Lieut Rogerson) and
25 men rejoining the Battalion
from the trenchés.

Ootober,

lst Fri. Fine, The Battalion again rested
in billets,.




PFine, The Battalion left the billots
at 11,45 em marched to BERGUETTE
Railway Station entraining for

SVELDE and f£rom
therse to billets at HERTZEELE
arriving at 8,15 pm,




Qetober
3rd.

Efforts were made to
Nothing further to record.

londay., ¥ine. B8till in billets
at JBRZERLE. Parade under Company
Commanders, Inspection of

rifles & equipment.

Tuesday. Fine, In billets

at HERZUELE., )en exercised

in fire control & fire 4.
eiplin lMeahine gun & bombing
sections underwent instruction.

EROVEN

Wednesday. Wet & cold. The
Battalion less the trench party
marched via HOUTKERQUE into
billets at PROVEN arriving at
4,0 pm, 6 Offigers & 400 O.R.

proceeded motor bus for a
period of hours in the trenches
near YPRES, 4 Officers from

7th Northants Regiment were
attached for duty.

Thursday. Fine, In billets

at PROVEN. Special classes were
held for Machine gunners & bombers.
Draft of 20 O.R, were received
from 10th Battn Royal Sussex

Reg. together with the following
Officers:= 2nd Lieuts A.L.S
0'Beirne, O,L.de Wolf, F.,E.Cerely.

Friday. FPine, Still in billets
at PROVEN, 2 Officers & 50 O.R.
passed through course of instruc=-
tion in hend grenades. The trench
party returned at 12.0 midnight.
Two casualties were p reported
during period of occupation of
trenches:~ mwwm Pte A.Sandall
killed, 3558 Pte H.Grainger
slightly wounded,

Saturday, Fine, In billets

at PROVINi, Complete inspection
of the Battalion in Arms, Amauni-
tion clothing equipment foet ete,
special instruction classes in
bonmbing end machine gun. Nothing
further to report.




Sunday. Fine, Church parade
for all denominations at FROVEN.
Battalion route march at 2.0 pm.

londay. Fine, Battalion
marched from PROVEN at 9.30 am
to Camp C at ROSENHILL near
RENINGHELET end took over Ceup
arriving at 3,0 pm. Nothing
further to report.

ROSENEILL

Tuesday. Fine, In Camp.

All Companies practiced in ree~
lieving trenches, Special
instruction to machine gunners
Boubers & signallers and re=
presentatives of Companies in
use of periscopes.

Wednesday. Fine, B5till in

Csup G ROSENHILL, Brigade Route
march, In the afternoon all
Conpanies in fire diseipline &
fire diseipline. Bpecial cuurses
for bombers, signallers mashine
gunners & range finders, 0.C.
Companies and four N.C.0's per
Company went to trenches occupied
by Duke of Cornwall's Light
Infantry viz U24, U25, U26 for
the purpose of insyecting trenches
to be taken over by their various
Companies., C.0. 2nd in Command
% Adjutant made a tour of the
trenches and made arrangements
with the 0,0. the Duke of Corn=
wall's Light Infantry for the
relief.

TRENCHES

Thursday, FPine, Battalion

left Cemp st 4,0 pm and pro=

ceeded vie DICKMBUSCH to the relief
of trenches which were taken

over from the LUKS OF CORNWALL'S
LIGHT INFANTRY and the relief
comploted st 9.40 pu. D Company
took over U24, G Company %00

over U25 and U26 with two platoons
of B Co, in support. A and B
Companies leds two platoons of
B.Co being in support at BATTN
Headquarters at CANAL BANK
KINGEWAY, FRight officers joined
the BATTN today from the 10th BATTN.




19th,

19th,

22nd.

¥riday to Tuesday., Fine, The
Battalion held these trenches
during this period the enemy
being partioularly quiet, the
parapets & parados of all trenches
being in a bad condition, con-
siderable work was carried out,
an average of about 2000 sand
bags being placed in position
each 24 hours. Enemy's artillery
active at intervals but were
promptly silenced by the Batteries
in support particularly the
BELGIAY Battery which did
effective work, The rebuilding
of dugouts was alsoc carried out
at BATTN HEADQUARTERS.

Casualties were extremely small,
only 5 OTHER RANKS being wounded
during period of ocoupation, none
fatally.

Tuesday, Fine. The Battalion
was relieved on the evening of
the 19th by the 6th B SURREY REGt
the relief being completed by
56,30 pu and marched back by
Coizpanies to C CALP, ROSENHILL
the last Company arriving at

10 am, on the morning of 20th,

RO! LIL

Wednesday, Fine., In camp at
ROSENHILL. A thorough inspeo-
tion of rifles ammunition clothing
equipment etc was held & in the
afternoon half the Battalion
marched to the BATHS at RENING-
HELST where each man had a hot
‘bath and a change of underclothing.
Nothing further to report.

Thursday. Fine. BStill in camp
at ROSENHILL. Inspection of the
BATTH by the Commanding Offieer,
the remaining half of the BATTN
marching to the BATHS at RENING-
HELST. Special instruotion
given to Machine gunners ‘bombers
& signallers & mothing further to
report.

Fine, In camp at ROSENHILL.
Battalion carried out a route
mareh in morning and fire dis-
cipline and fire control in the
afterncon, Nothing of importance
to record,




Saturday. ¥Fine, In camp at
ROSEMHILL, Special instruction
given to Boubers Snipers Sig=
nallers and all other speciale
iests daily. DBattalion found

a working party of 10 Offigers
and 300 Other Ranks for the
trenches, lothing further to
record,

Bunday, Wet. Church Parade

for ell denominations was held
in the morning, Nothing further
to report.

Vonday. Wet, In camp at
ROSENHILL., Rifle inspeotion
parades and usual routine,
Instruction of all specialists.
Work on hut construction,

Tuesday. Fine, Btill in camp

at ROSENHILL, Company Commanders &
Flatoon Comnanders visited the
line of trenches to be taken over
from the let BH LEINSTER REGT,

end remsined in trenches,
Ingpection of all ams, equipmoent
mununition ete prior to leaving
for the trenches.

Vet, liarched into

right "B" Co on the left, 288-te
with "D" Co less two platoons

in the centre. "C" 0o in support
with remaining two platoons of
“D* Co the relief being completed
at 9.0 pm, Situation normale

& TR

Thursday, Wet, Oreat difficulty
with drainsge, Parapets &
porados falling into trenches,
All available men working to
rebuild with sandbags, Situation
normal, Slight shelling at
intervals during the 24 hours,

Friday. Wet, Trenches in a
worse condition than ever. Suall
river running neex supports rising
rapidly attespts being made to
relieve pressure of water. 5000
sand bage placed in position on
parapets & parados of front line
trenches, Commnication trench
in very bad state., Two men killed
on this date, OUne by & sniper &
one by @ stray bullet. Bituation
normale




Saturday, Fine. Viork pro=-
ceeded with rapidly on parapets

& paradoa also on communication
trench, lien thoroughly exhausted
as they were working for whole

24 hours repairing damage caused
by rain, Enemy very quiet
during this period.

Sunday. Wet., Great difficulty
again with drains and parapets,
No revetting ever having been
done in the trenches these fall
in without any warning and entail
a never ceasing vigilance, B
Support dug-outs all fallen in
and therefore there was no
shelter for the men, Enemy
shellsd supports at various times
during the 24 hours.




9TH BATTALION, ROYAL SUSSEX REGIMEHNT,

1915,

Hovember IN THE TRRIOE

Monday dot. B8till in trenches.
Situetion normsl with exoeption of
olight shelling of support trongh.
Enemy snipers active. lothing
further to regcoxd

Tuesday Wet. Sitwation normal.
Great difficulty agein experisaoed
with drainage eto. Farapeta &
paradgs giving a great deal of
trouble es thoy wers contimally
felling in. Believed st 8.20 pm
by 2nd Tsr LEIJSTER Reg. and marched
back vis DICKEBUSOH to REST CAMP
at BOSEN ILL arriving there at
10,30 pm 2nd Lt C.D.L.EILL and
2nd Lt G.R.A DRACON jolned from
Osdet Zohool

BWEILL

Wedneaday Fine In Oamp at ROSENEILL.
Usnal Camp routine oarried omt

Thursdey Fine In Camp at ROSEUHILL
T«0 am Holl esll & physical drill.

10 30 ax battalion Parade in

skelston marohing order for inspection
by Conmanding O0fficer. Inapesction

of 211 drafts who have joined

the Regimont since the action at LDOS.
lothing further to report

Friday Fine. Ueual parades, inoluding
rifle and amummnition inspection.

4129 Loe Sgt DENNET W O. awarded the
Distinguished Conduct Medal

Saturday Fine Battalion paraded at
£2.45 pm and prooesdsd to trsnches

to relieve Pnd LEINSTER HEG. & look
over tronches Pl, P2,P3, P4, P4D
ineluding 88, {3 in support, 2lst
CAMADIANS on our right and 13th
HIDDLESEX on our left, Helief completed
at 8-7 p.m,

i1n THE TRENOERS

Sanday Fine Quist day in trenches.
Our snipers astive which did not
provoke any retaliation.

Nothing of intersst to record.




1915,

Appondix,

Novamber

8th

Monday Wet. Edemy's artillery aotive
about 11 am and 3.0 pm shelling
support trench retaliation given by
our artillery which silenced thom,
Work done on drainage and repair of
parapate

Lt R.J,M, LIAS joined and 40 O.R.

Tuesday Wet. Considerable diffieulty
with parapets and parados. 168th
CANADIANS relieved 2lat CAHADIANS

on our right. Enemy gquiet. Nothing
further to report

Wedneaday Fine COonsiderable activity
among ou¥ aeroplemse. 3niping active
on both sidea. Hnemy's artillery
fired at intervals dwring the
efterncon until silsnced by our guns.
Great diffioulty in support trenches
on agcount of water Iothing further
to report

Thureday Fine Progress mads with
work in trenches parapete & parados
rebullt. CANADIANS and ourselves

at work rebuilding commnication
trench which had fellen in in places.
Enemy quiet.

Friday Fine FEelieved in trenches by
8tk ROYAL WBST KENT REGT Relief not
complete until a very late hour
Battalion merched bagk to camp at
ROSENEILL via DICKEBUSCH arriving

in camp at 2.30 am

ROSENHILL

Saturday Wet. In camp at FSEIHILL.
Usual parades & inspections &
specially the condition of men's feet
lothing further to report

Sunday Wet. In oamp at EOSENHILL.
Church parade at Y.M.C.A. but at
RENINGHELST., Rifle & ammunition
inspection. 2nd Lt 0.E.GOAD joined

Monday Fine, Battalion ordered into
BRIGADE RESEHVE at DICKEBUSCH & took
up billets there. "B' COMPY :
proceeding into dugoute at SPOUIL BANK,
they incurred six casuslties - all
wounded - while marching in, being
fired on by the ensmy with Shrapnel




1915.

llovember

16th

DICKEBUSOH

Tuesday Fine In billetsa at DICKEBUSOH.
Battalion engaged in finding fatipgues
for work in trenches. Enemy shelled
DICKEBUSCH with long renge guna.

Eight high explosive shells felling
within a radius of 30 yarde of the
billeta ocoupied by "C" Coy. Ko damage.
was done

I THS TRENCHES

Wednesday Wet. Battalion marched to
trenches and relieved End LEINSIER
HEGT. relief being complets at

B8.30 pm. 218t CAHADIANS on our right
& 13th MIDDLESEX on our left.

Nothing farther to reocord

Thursday Wet. Quiet day in trenches.
Pouring with rain all day. 13th
MIDDLESEX on our lefi relieved by 7Tth
NORTHANTS Nothing farther to report

Friday Fine Difficulty again
experienced with drainage. all dug outs
in firing line oollapsed Rebuilding

of pﬂm outs & parapets carried omt

Enemy

8 artillery active during
moraing, but were replied to by omr
guns and guiskly eilenced

Saturday Pine (frost & fog) Our
artillery fired continuously during
the daey bombarding the enemys positions
in rear of firing line, enemy did not
reply Sniping on both sides aotive.

Sunday Very fopggy, no rain. Quiet
ell along our sector. Good work done
to parapets. Hothing of intereat to
report

londay Fine, slightly foggy. oOur
artillery partioularly sotive and
snipers of both sides. Batin
relisved by let HOYAL 82078 FUSILIERS.
Relisf complete at 9.0 pm. Marohed
baock to ROSEEHILL csmp arriving

at 11.0 pm

FOSENHILL

uesday fWet. In camp at BOSEMHILL.
Ingpection of rifles, amaunition
foet olothing ete lothing of
interest to report




1915,

liovember

24th

dedneaday Wet. Battaolion commenced
margh into DIVISIONAL rest and
left Camp at 4.0 pm, marching with
units of 78nd BRIGADE to
STEENVOORDE

Thuraday Fine Battalinn paraded
and marched to ARNEKE visz CASSEL
arriving ARNEKR 6.0 pm

Priday Rain snow & hail Battalion
left ARNEKE at 9.30 am & arrived in
Rest Area at 3,30 pm (HOULLE)

3 Companies in billets at MALTERY,
one Oompany in famms adjoining,
Billets good

HOULLE

Saturda; Fine Battalion parade,
inepeotion of arms, squipment &
elothing, ammnition & kits
Hothing of intersest to recomd.

Sunday Fine. Ohurch of England
parade at 10.0 am non conformists

& Presbyterians at 11.0 am, Voluntary
fSarvioe for all denominations at

6.0 pm, CGelabration of Holy
Communion at 7.0 am. First leave

party left at 5.0 am. LT GODWIN
appolnted BDE M.G 73:d BRIGADE

with rank of Captain dated Hovr 10th
19156

Mcnday Wet (lose order drill was
garried out by Companies, Sitea for
rifle range, machine gun range,
bombing & bayonet courses chosen.
A1l gas helmets handed in after
inspection

Tussday Fine Company & Platoon
drill. Instruetion in fire dlsecipline,
phyaiecsl drill eto Hothing of
interest to report




Decomhay
lat

BOYAL BUSERX REGIMENT.

24th DIVIST

HOULLE.

Vednendny. Ghowery. There was
a BRIGADE Route Merch thryough
NOULLE YATTEE and back to
EPERLECQUES. Draft of 120 O.R.
arrived on 30,11,16,

Thursday, Fine, ZIraining

carried out by Companies mocord-
ing to programmes submitted, as
also under Specialist Officers,

Friday, 7et, Training under
Company Comcanders and Specialists
as per programme submitted, The
nev draft was inspected by G.0.C.
24th Division. A. Coy had use of
range in the morning and B, Coy
in the afterncon.

Lte Col, J.A.0, Rainsford
procoeded to England on leave.
Capt. ¥.0. BORTON appointed
Adjutant in plage of Capt, STOKED
appointed 2nd in Command.

RAJOR LANGDON took command of
Pattalien.

Saturday. Wet. Training under
Coy« Commanders and Specialists
ee per programme submitted,

B. Coy had use of range in the
morning,

Sunday, Pine. 10f of Companies
attended Church Parade in the
Se¢hool Room HOULLE at 11,30 a,m.
Non Conformists & Presbyterians
at 11,0 a,m, Holy Communion at
T30 B m,

londay. ©OShowery, Training under
Company Commanders & Specinlist
Officer acoording to programse.
B, Coy, had use of Hange in the
rorning and C, Coy in the after-
noon, 40 All ranks started on a
3 days Courssa with the R.,E. 2nd
Lt. ' C,.H. Dudeney jJoined the
Pattalion.

Tuesday, OGhowery. Training under
Company Commanders & Specialist
Orficers mccording to programme,
Fethin of interest to report.




Vednesday, Pine. Brigade
Toute march, The route was
HOULI EORKINGHENM, INGLIFGHEN,
HOULLE, First 1ine transport
did net go,

Thursday. vet, Trairing under
Conpany Cormanders ss per
Programme, Oapt., J,i. Stokes
Proceed to England on leave
from Bth te 16th inglusive,
Vacaneies for leave was consider-
ably curtailed in order to give
wore vacancics to the regular
Battalion of the Hrigade.

Fridey. OShowery, Companies ore
trained by their Cocwanders in
Conpany drill ete. 8 O,R, were
returned to the hase as medieally
unfit for service, vide D G 2 8
445/1/1 D/d 10,9,15.

A Divisional inter Company
shooting Competition wes in-
asugurated.

Saturday, Wet., Erigade route
margh, C. Company wers not on
parade &5 they were iselanted eon
aceount of & case of measles.
FVirst line transport acoompanied
the Dattalion. The Brigade marched
past the G,0,0. L%, Qr.¥r.
yrocesded on loave tr Zngland

from 1lth to 18th inelusive,

Bunday., Tine. 7,50 a.n, FKely
Communieon in Gchoolroom HOULLE,
11430 a.me Church of Xngland
Gervice in the Courtyard of the
Falteries. Non-conformists and
Freabyterians st 11.0 a.z. 8t
the schoolroom Yoluntary Service at
Ge30 pem, for mll denominations at
reading room, HOULLE,

2nd Lte 0.V, HEWTON and H,TREACIHER
Jjoined the Dattalion.

Eonday. TWine, There was a practice
Lrigade parade in anticipation of
en inspeotion by séw-semm Fleld
karahal BIR JOHN FRENCH. 2nd Lieuts
ReA. BAZELEY and J.A. FLOWERE joined
the Fattalion.

Tueadsy. Fine. Training under
Company Cemmanders & Specimlist
Officers. 2nd Lt. J.5. CASSELS
Joined the Battalion,
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Wednessday. ¥ine. Brigade
Route March. Capt., ¥,C.HORTON
preceeded to England on lanve
from 1b6th to Z2nd inclusive,
The 0,0, & Company Comsanders
end 1,040, attentied a leoture
on machine guns at NORDAUSQUES.

Thursday, Fine, DBattalion
paraded for m gas demonatration.
Sgts B.R, SUANL procesded to
Cadet School BLEFDHCQUES on 156th
ag u candidate for a commimsion.

Friday, Fine. Training under
Company Cemmanders and Specialist
Offieers. Nothing further of
interest to report,

Saturday., Shovery. A Brigade
Transport Competition was
inougurated. This was held at
2,30 pym, Tha Hattalion being
nw:..ﬂ in the Brigade, 2nd
LEINGTERS being first.

¢ n.uo. GODMAY and Captain BURY
offielnlly reported wounded and
prisonsars of war in GERMARY,

Dunday, GOhowary. 730 a.m,

Yely Communien in Schoolroom,
HQULLE, 9.0 a.m, Church Farade
in gourtyard of EALTERIE, Nene
sonformists & Presbyterians
Sorvice at 11,0 a,m, Ggt, HAKINS
proceaded to England on leava
from 18th to 25th inclusive.

Fine, Battalion route
4 Offiecera por Company

SKINEER ef Tth NORTHANTS en the
caupaign dn 8,¥, AFRICA.

Tuesday. Fine, The Battalion

held a practice attack on model
4{renches at the Quarries, FOULLE,
Dyaft 35 O,R, joined the Battalion.

Weinesday, Wet, Training under
Conpnny Commanders as per programme,
Gpeoial Order of the day by Fleld
Karshal OIR JOHH PRENCH en
ralinquishing eommand of the British
Army in FRANCE was iosued.




Aprandix,

Thursday. Ohowery, Battalion
had » practice attack on medel
trenchea. 4 thorough inspeection
of rifles was hald and defective
rifles were repairédby the
Armourer Cergeant,

et. Training under
randers as per

progrommes There was n Sergeants
dinner and concert d in the
avening to which the Colay 2nd in
Command, ADJT, & 4 0.C, Companies
Were invited. This proved a
groat sucgess,

Gaturday, Showery, Christmas
day. 730 mum. Voluntary Holy
Comrunion. 11,30 a.m, Church
porade in the RALTERIE Yard,

10,30 a,m, Non=gonformists,
Waaleysns & Prestyterians in the
Schoolroom HOULLE, The Battalion
arpeared %o thoroughly enjoy

the arrangements made for their
banafit,

Sundsy, Wet. 7,30 a,m, Voluntary
Aoly Comsunien. 9,30 a.m, Chureh
purade, 10,30 a,m, Hon-conformists,
& Preebyterians Chureh parade.

Yondny, Wet., Dattalion had
prictice in the Mgdel trenchas.

Tussday. Vet & windy, Training
undar Company Commanders as por
programms, C, Company had uss of
Range in the morning.

Yodnoeday., dhowery. Training in
Company & extended erder drill
under Company Commanders as per
programme, 12,0,C, presented the
Fili¢ary Cross Ribbon to CAPTAIN
GODYIN and the D,C,M, ribbon to
BOT DENNETT.

Thursday, OShowery. Eattalion
praciised owau eountry manceuvres,
The sum of Fos, 1303 was colleoted
in the Battalion for the Sussex
¥rigoners of ¥ar Mund.

Friday. Showery. DBrigade
inspection & Brigade Transport
inspection by G.0,0. 24th Division.
fnd Lt., DE LA M HURST joined the
Battalfion.

(1td,) W.C X,




HO

Saturday, Wet, There was a
Battalion parade on whioh the
Commanding Officer read out two
letters, One from G,0.C, and
one from Bishop of Manchaster.
Z2nd Lt, A,W,COLLINGBOURNE was
appointed Transport Officer to
date from 18/12/15 in place of
2nd Lt.W.J.F. AUSTIN, posted to
A Company for duty.

Sunday, Wet, 7.30 a,m,
voluntary Holy Communion, 9,30
a.m, Chureh Farade. 11,0 a.m,
Non-Conformiste Presbyterians
& Wesleyans at school room
HOULLE,

Monday fine, Battalion paraded
at 9,30 a.m, for practice on the
model trenches at whioh the G.0,C.
and B.G,C. were present. The
G.8.0.1. 17th Division gave a
lsoture at NORDAUSQUES on the

new front to be held by 24th

Division, The General
impression given by him was that
the line to whioch we were going
was the worst bit of the worst
section of the whole western
front.

Tuesday, 8Showery, Farade under
Company Commanders & specialist
officer sccording to programma
submitted, There was a short
battalion parade at 11.30 a.m,
on which the Commanding Officer
gave a short address on the
leoture of the previous day.
Privates FEPFER and COTTRELL
were tried by P.G.C.H,

Wednesday. GShowery, The
battalion peraded et 9,30 a.m.
for a Brigade route march.
Nothing further of interest to
report.

Fine. Tmaining was carried out
under Company Commanders and
Speolalist Officers as per
programme arranged. Lt.E.R.
DAVIES left to take up his duties
on the Water Line Iransport and
was struck off the strength of
the battalion,
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Tth Wet, The battalion paraded at

9,60 a.m, less 1 platoon of "A"
Gompany which left with the
Transport at 7,15 a.m, and
marched to S¢,0MER, With the

el band in front the battalion
marched out from the rest billets
to St.OMER where the train was
taken to QUINTIN., The battalion
detrained hers and marched via
POPERTHGHE to Camp C. at G 18 a
Bheet 28, whioh was reached at
6,30 p.m,

SAMp ¢,

ath Fine. The day was taken up by
oleaning of rifles & equipment
after the move from rest billets
at HOULLE.

9th Sunday. Fine. 9,30 a.m. to
12,30 p.n. Veluntary Church
Parades were hisld by Companies,
esach Company provided 1 hut.
As the battalion waa under 1
hours notice to move, no N.C.0.
or man was allowed out of camp

P except undar exceptional

eircumstances, Smoke helmets
were now worn day and night.

10th Monday., BShowery. Parades
were held under Company
Commanders and special attention
was paid to the inspection of
rifles, gas helmets and feet,

2nd Lt, W.J.F,AUBTIN was posted
as Znd in mand of "A"
Company .

1l1th Tuesday. Fine. The morning

was given up to making improve-
ment® in the camp which was in
a2 very muddy condition. There
was no parade in the afternocon,
2nd Lt, W.J.F.AUSTIN and 3 other
ranks proceedsd on leave to

™ BNGLAND from llth to 18th inst
inclusive, The practice of
weering the goggles on the hat
which hed become prevalent was
ordersd to be discontinued.

12th Wednesdsy. Fine, Inspection
of rifles, ges helmets eto. by
companies and work on Camp
improvement in the morning.
There was no parade in the
afternoon. During the morning
two TAUBES passed over the
Camp travelling N.W. towards
POPERINGHE., Two bombs were
dropped which fell about




200 yards from the camp on open
ground, No damage was done,

Thursday, Wet. Inspection of
rifles, equipment, ete., especial
attention being paid to feet
and work on camp improvement
was carried on. GSpecialists
paraded for instruotion under
their officers, A F,G,C,NM.
was helt at battalion H.Q.

at 10 a,m, 3798 Fte. FISHER,
G., "C" Company was tried.
The C.0., Maghine Gun Officer
and 1 officer per Company
visited BELGIAN CHATEAU and
inspected the camp which the
battalion was to teke over
later.

¥ridey. PFine., The Bth LABOUR
BATTALIONS Baths at E 14 a 4 6
were allotted to the battalicn
today. Only men who were
going to the trenches bathed.
Tha R.A, Band from England
played for an hour at 3.0 p.m,
on the camp parade ground, and
was muoh appreciated., Pte.
UPTON, A. "D" Company was
wounded while on s working
party.

Saturday, Fine, The morning
waa spent in cleaning up huts
and camp preparatory to moving.
The battalion less 50 men per
company paraded at 2,30 p.m.
and marched to BELGIAN CHATEAU
which was reached about 8.0
p.m. No packs were carried
by the men. 1 officer per
company and the Grenadier
Officer left Camp at 10.0 a.m.
for BELGIAN CHATEAU for the
purpose of taking over stores,
eto, The following pessage was
received from 24th Division:-
G.0.C. much pleased at report
received from C,R.E. on work
done by working party "A"
Company, 9th Hoyal Sussex Regt,
The B,G,C, (73rd Brigade) is
muoh gratified and congratulates
all ranks of the company
gonoerned on receiving such &
good report.




BELGLAN GHATEAU,

Sunday fine. The morning was
epent in oleaning huts rifles
equipment ete., One H,E, shell
dropped in the open fielda in
the vieinity of the ocamp, but
ho damage was done.

Monday., Showery. Feet, rifle
equipment inspections during the
day., The battalion found 300
men for fatigue at GORDON FARM.

Tuesday. Wet, Relieved the
13th MIDDLESEX in trenches B 8
and C 1, Headquarters were
situated in ZOUAVE W0QD. B.
Company in the front line,

A Company in support. OC.Company
looel reserve and D Company in
reserve.

i JHK TRENCHES,

Wednesday. ¥Fine., Work on
improvements in the trenches
was carried on as muoh as
possible, In the morning
starting about B,30 a.,m., both
enemy and our own artillery
were very active, REGENT STRERT
seeming to receive special
attention with H.B, and
shrapnel from the enemy. The
bombardment did not last more
than an hour, only desultory
firing taking place later.

B, Company had two O.R. wounded,

Thursday. Showery. A quiet day
as concerned Artillery. Enemy
snipers were busy & were replied
to by our own snipers. In the
evening "A® company relieved "B
company in the front line, who
went into support. No
casualties.

Friday. Fine. A quiet day again.
Snipers are most motive at night,
while the artillery works by day.
C Company had one man wounded.

Saturday. Fine., Relieved in the
trenches by 13th MIDDLESEX. The
battalion marched back to BELOILAN
CHATEAU by cempanies, changlng
their gum boots at the ASYLUM on
the way. At 10 p.m, our artillery
in the vicinity of the CHAIEAU
was very active for { of an hour,
A. company had ene sergeant .
wounded and C, Company one man.




BIELGIAN OHATRAU,

Bunday. Fine. Cleaning up of
rifles, equipment ete. after
the turn in the trenches,.
Nothing of importance to raport.

Honday. Fine. Inspection of
rifles, gas helmets, faet etc.
was oarried out. The battalion
found a fatigue party of 400
O.R, for work in the trenches.
Lt R.J.M,LIAS was evacuated
siok to hospital.

Tuesday. Fine, BSeveral enemy
aeroplanes flaw over the camp,
evidently trying to locate the
batteries in the vicinity. Our
anti-aircraft guns were very
active. Several of our asroplanes
went up and the enemy disappeared.
A fatigue party of 50C O.R, was
again found by the battalion for
work in the treanches,

Wadnesday. Fine, During the
day the battalion drew gum boots
from the ASYLUM., Bterting st
5.0 p.m, we relieved the 13th
MIDDLESEX in the same trenches,
B Band C 1. D, Company in the
front iine, C Company in support.
A ogmpany in local reserve and

B Company in reserve.

AH_THE TREHCHES,

Thursday, Wet. Headquarters
in ZOUAVE WOOD were shelled at
11,0 a.m, with H,E, for { hour.
Sniping and rifle fire being
active us usuanl mostly at night,
C, Company had one 0O,R, wounded.
2nd LT, FLOWERS was wounded in
the arm in a bomb accident which
might RErkduyxfixwsr have proved
fatal but for the presence of
mind of No.3154 L/C. T,.B.HOARE,
who picked up the bomb and
threw it over the parapet.

Friday, Fine. A good deasl of
sniping took place and 2nd LT,
R.A. BAZELEY was killed, C.
Company lost one man killed and
two wounded, one of whom died
later. O Company relieved D
Company in the front line, who
went into support.

Saturday, PFine, At 2,30 p.m,




and 3,30 p,m, enemy artillery
was very active for 10 minutes,
many H.B, shells falling round
headquarters and SANCTUARY WOOD,
Ko ossualties ocourred at H,q.
A. Company lost 1 man killed and
C. Company 1 man wounded.

Sunday. Fine. Battalion was
relieved in the trenches by
12th FUSILIFRS and marched by
gonpanies back toc the ASYLUM
where gum boots wers changed
and 2 gookers supplied tea

and thence to CANF I at H 19 b.

CANE R,

Monday. Fine. QOleaning of
rifles, equipment sto. after
the turn in the trenches.
lothing further of interest to
report,




Bpeciflists working under their
own arrangements. The G.0.C.
24th Division came round the
camp, much admiring the drying
room. We began on (ompany's
washing with fair success.
Drying takes scme time as the
weather is nmot dry though fine.
However washing and drying Socks
like thip iz better than relying
on Divisional errangements.

Fine. We had the use of tha
Baths at POPERINCHE. The
remainder of the day being
taken up by COompany training
and Bpeoialist training., The
Battalion received a gift of
numerous tins of Sausages and
pepperminta from the Sussex
Soldiers (igarette and Comfort's
fund through the Hon.Sec. kiss
Adams of Bt.Leonard's on Sea.
This fund has also given to the
regiment at various times as

many as 66,000 Woodbine Cigarettes.

Fine, The Companies went on &
route march except D Company who
had the use of the baths at
POPERINGHE. The Brigadier came
round the camp. In the afternoon
there was = regimental oconcert at
the Reoreational room of the Labour
Battalion. The Colonel sang and
the congert wes a great suocess.
It had to be ocut rather short as
the Labour Battalion wanted the
use of the room.

Fine, Companies oarried on
with their programme of work.
The grenadiers drew 100 live
grenades and practised bomb.
throwing. In the evening thers

was a fiye in the ouo-»u-.
The armaster Stores of

R,F.h. catohing fire and an
outhouse burnt right out.
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The R.F.A. were afraid the
Germans might open fire on
it so bright was it but thls
did not happen,

¥ine. Jompanies continued

their training exeapt D CoOy

who were detailed to be responsible
for the drainage of the ¢amp and
gther work in it. At 10.45 p.m.
the Battalion was ordered to

Stand To ready to Move at an hour's
notice, This was nét well done

a8 Several man did not have irom
rations or water bottles filled.
The Transpert situated about 2
miles sway turned out very well
and were round at the camp well
under the hour. The Brigadier
came round but did not stay long
g2 he wes not satisfied.

Fine, Church.of Lungland service
wes held st Labour Battalion
canteen, however only 400 men
could be sgoomodated. BServices
Wow.- other denominations were
hald,

Cloudy, Inspeotions of rifles
ammnition eto., were held by
Companies. A draft of 46 arrived
a great many of whom were old
Bussex men who had been wounded
at Loos, and siok singe then.
At 10 p,m. the Battalion had to
stand to, This was mich better
done, The Brigadier was very
pleased. After the hour the
Battalion dismissed.

A & B Companies and Bombers went

up to trenches, Thesc Were billeted
in YPRES in cellars. As there was
not room for the whole battalion

C & D Coyas. wers left behind at
QampFunder lajor Stokes, These
two Companies had to find a working

party. We relisved 7th Queens at
6.45 p.m.

XPHES QBITARS.

The Battslion had to find 250 men
for working party. A & B Coys.
and Bombers were used all officers
going too. No Casuslties,




N=TE

T e

Az, loie

)

M N

HocG e .

E—\

The same working party had
Asroplanes were
. YPRES was shelled
slightly but no damage done
in our quarter.

Wet. ¢ & D Coys. snd Lnghine
(unners osme up from Camp F. and
reoted for the day in tha
Cavelry Barracks, At .30 p.m.
the Battn, marqi to the trenches
by companies to teke over from
13th kiddlesex. Relief complete
about 10.50 pem. A & B Coys.

in Piring line mnd SBupport.

¢ & D doys. in reserve trench and
gsllars on the ienin Road.

IRENCHES,

Pine., A fairly quist day, not
much shelling. The C.0. went
to advanced H.Q. to stop there
for the remaining time in the
Trenches - Hajor Stokes and
Adjutant stopped at H,Q. on the
Henin Road.

Pine. A very heavy bombardment

took place lasting for 8} hours.

A great deal of damage was done

to the fromt line trenches.

Theye were sabout 30 cmsualties.

2nd Lt.Tisdall was killed while
swying-to digging o man out who

had been buried alive by the
shelling. "A" Company was rolisved

by D as they had had = very bad time.

Wet., A considersble amouni of
shelling took place all through
the dpy and at 5.45 p.m. the
enemy blew up two mines on our
front lins. These w2-s
immediately seised by B and D
coys. and a German attack was
repulsed. A platoon of D
Company was completely buried
alive with 2nd Lt.Hill, B Goy
also suffered heavily. The C.0.
showed remarkable gallentry and
coolness and gave 3 cheers for
the Germans when they attacked.
The night was spent in digming
themselves in on the araters.
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14th 2nd Lt.De Wolf was killed,

Contd. 2nd Lte. Shaw snd Goad were
wounded. (apt. Cerely wounded
at duty.

Fine. A fairly quiet dey and

not muon shelling. Were
ralleved by 13tn Middlesex.

The Battalion went back to gellars
in YPREB. Totnl Casunlties 2
Offiesrs kxiiled, & wounded, 134
0.R. Gasualties.

Wet. BSpent in resting. We did
not have to find any working
parties for whloh wa were very
grateful.

We had to find 200 men
for working parties vhich wa
found eensidersble diffimilty
in finding as an encrmous smount
of men went piok aund ware se.l
to hespital.

Wet. Another working party
had to be found,

Fine, We relieved the 13th
Middiesex agein in the same
trenches. A & C Coys. were in
firing line and support.

Major Stokes went to advanced
H.8. The (.0, snd Adjutant
remained at H,Q. on Menin Rd.

Fine. A fairly quiet day.
Hothing unusual Oocurred on
our front.

Fine. A quiet day.

Wet. A quiet day. B Co.pany
relieved A Ooy. Some Snow
fell.

Wet. A quiet dsy. Lit.Lias
was killed in the sarly morning.
A herd frost.

Fine. A quiet day. Relleved
by the lat K.S.L.I. Rollef
was suspended but took place at
12 midgnight. We went by train
to POPERINGHE and were billeted
there. Very comfortable
though cold.
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ZFebruary, = PORERINGHR,

25th Fine. The day was taken
up by resting and
recupsrating. Companies
reorganised in the afierncon.

Fine., (ompanies centinued
their inspections.

Fine. There were no Churach
Services.

Fine. The G.0.C, addressed
the Battalion congratulsting
them on the splendid work they
had done, during the last tour
in the trenches,

Wet with Bnow. Company
training accoerding to
programme already Bubmitted
to the Brigade.

W.C.HORTON, Capt.& Adjt.

for 0/C.9th Royal Sussex Regt.




POPERINGHR
Companies carried on training.

" " " "

Battalion left POFRRINGHE for
the trenches, going by train
at 8,30 P,M, Ve relicved Sth
queens, Relief complete very
late. We ocoupied BELGIAN
CHATEAU. GQuiet night,

B N

Quite quiet all day. A great
desl of snow fell, There was
some shelling on & round about
the dug=-outs tut no demdge-done,
H.Q. was moved from huts Lo
Farm House since we were thsere
last. We had to find 200 men
for working parties.

Snow fell, There wes some shell-
ing. We had to find working
parties again,

dore shelling than usual, 4
dug-outs wers blown in, Only
one or two cesualties.

Yot much shelling. We moved
up to relieve 13th Middlesex,
leavirg at 7.0 PJM. Reliefl
complete st 11.45 P.M.

TRENCHES
guite quiet all day.

" " " "

" " " "

There was & very heavy strafe
1asting from mbout 2,0 to 4,0 pm
on our left and on our front,
Little dmusge was done axcept to

a small portion of our front line.
The shelling went on intermittently
for nome time, We were relisved
by 13th Middlesex and went back

to BELGIAN CHATRAU,

BELGLAN CHATREAU

R e

Very quiet, we found working
parties.




Quiaet, we found working parties.
Nathar more shelling than usual,

We were rallevad by 8th Queens
at DHLGIAN NHATHAU and went back
to CAMFP B. Ve had to find
working partiea,

QNP R,

Inspactions were held,

We had the bathe all day.
Companies had route marches.

Voved by road to LRTHEREN where
we ralieved a Ganadian Battalien
in billats. We marched through
RENIFGHELST, WESTOUTRE and
BHAEXKEN .

METEREN

Company training and route marches,
Battalion rather soft efter heving
not mush marching.

Company training,
GCompany treining.

Joved up to RUD LODGE where we
relieved 13th Canadian Battalion.
This was Brigade Reserve. Dug=outs
and huts,.

Loved up to trenches 135 = 140
inelusive relieving l4th Canadian
Battalion. Relief complete 5.0 F.M.
Very quiet night.

IRENCIES
Some shelling on our left where
the 7th Northants held the line.

Some shelling on our front in
early worning, We had 10
cesualties 2nd Lt Vidler joimed
for duty.

quiet eall day 2nd LT Frince
joined for duty.

Quiet exsept for some shelling
in the sfternoon on Reserve
Company.

Very quiet day. Weather fine,




Very quiet day., Weather fine,

Very quiet. Ve were relievad
by 13th liiddlesex Battalion.
Relief sonpleta by 10,0 P,
The Battalion merched bask to
ECRTE FY
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The day wanm occupied in Kit
inspections etec. and generally
cleaning up after the tour in

the trenches. Hothing of interest
to Report. Draft of 21 men
arrived.

Companies proceeded with the
programme of Work as sent in to
Brigade 0ffice. Datha were
allotted to the Battalion at
Neuve Eglise.

Companies proceeded with their
training. A small manocauvering
scheme was onrried out. (.0,0.
Division supervised the operations,
The Battalion had to find 200 men
for working parties on burying
cable. Neuve Hglise was shelled.

Frogramme of work proceeded
with. A regimental concert was
held in & Y.M.C.A. hut close

to the camp which proved g great
Success. Some working parties.
The Commanding Officer Proceeded
on leave.

Frogramme of work procesded with,
Yothing further of interest to report,

ZRENCHES.

Battalion relieved 13th Middlesex
in the line. All quiet.

Quiet day.
Quiet day.
The Breastworks were shelled.
All men except two wound left
without further casualties.
Otherwise quiet.
Wuiet. uMinnenwerfer fired on
Gobion Farm but no material
damage done.
quiet.

LODGK.

Relieved by 13th Middlesex. Battalion
moved bmck to Red Lodge in
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12th
(contd)

13th,

l4th.

15th.

16th,
i17th.

18th.

19th.
20th.

2lat.
22nd.
23rd.
24th.

25¢th.
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Brigade Reserve,

Working parties were employed
by day on moking slite

in the side of the Hill as
protection in case of being
shelled. Working parties
at night had to be found

for work up the lina.

Work carried on as the day before.
Working parties by dsy and

night. The Commanding Officer
returned from Leave.

All leave stopped and men supposed
to be recalled. This was not

done in our case as our men

wera raturning on 18th the day
all hod to be back. It was
afterwards discoversd that this
order only referred to troope in
England and our leave should never
have been stopped. Capt. MeNair
V.C. who was to have gone to
England to be decorated could

not go.

Work carried on ms the day before.
Work as before.

TRENCHES.

Relieved 13th Middlesex Regt.
Early relief, complete by 10.15 p.m.
All quiet.

A1l quiet.

Trench 140 received a little
attention, 4 posts of the trench
being breached. HNo great damnge
done however.

Quiet day.

Quiet day.

Quiet day.

KOR' .

Relieved by 13jth Middlesex Regt.
All quiet.

Day spent in Kit inspections
and cleaning up generally,




26th, Programme of work as submittad
to Brigade 0fficer proceeded
with.

27th. Programme of work proceeded
with. A%-mex

28th. 1.30 Gas alarm was spread all

am. over the country. Battalion turned
out and "stood to". After welting
some little time, battalion stood
down and turned in again. It
was a false rumour spread by
division on our rignt.
Training proceeded with during
the day. A game of football was
played in the afternocon. Officers
versus the Rest. Officers won 3 = 2.

A smell operation was carried
out with Lewis Guna and Soouts
with one gompany., B1.0.C. watched
the operations.

0) = THEN .

At 12.45 am. Gas alarm again went.
Battalion Btood to and at 2.30 am.
had the Order to Move, Battalion
moved into Divisionnl Reserve,

At XORTEPYP we had about 20 minutes
thiok gns. As the Battalion had
plenty of time to put on Gas
helmets, no merious effects

were folt., We arrived at Assembly
point of Divisional reserve at
4.30 am. After being there for
some time, we marched back agsin
to Camp. The Germans attacked

on Left Brigade of Division but
we driven back.

Nelieved 13th Middlesex Regt. in
front line. The had had about

70 Casualties through gas and
shell fire.

JOHN F. P. LANGDON.
Lt.Col.
Comm. 9th Royal Bussex Regt.




All was quiet except some shelling
on BTINKING FARM,

Quiet, YMachine Guns busy at night
causing annoyance to Ration
Parties ete.

Guiet,

Quiet,

Quiet,

RED LODGE

Quiet. Relieved by 1l3th liddlesex
Regt. Battalion moved to RED LODGE.

Working parties.

Enemy shelled top of H:U63 but did
not get down to ue, Working
Farties,

Quiet, Working Parties.

quiet,

Quiet.

TRENCHEB

Relieved 13th Middlesex Regt in
the trenches.

Quiet.

BTINKING FARM shelled again.

A few casualties through a dugout
being knocked in,

Quiet,

Another dug-out knogked out at
STINKING FARM, One platoon was
moved to FLETCHERS FIELD.

Quiet.

EDRTRE

quiet. Relieved by l3ith liddlesex,
Hattalion moved to KORTE PYP.

Working parties by night,




2lst,

22nd.
23vd.
24th,

25th,

26th,

28th,
29th,
joth.
3lst.

2.

Tour in Trenches changed from
6 days to &,

Eeasutiful weather, Working
parties by night.

Hothing to repoxrt.

" “ L}

Holidsy granted by G.0,C.

Two games of football in the
morning. A& CvB&D (B &
D won) Officers v Sergesnts
(0fficers won). Afterncon was
devoted to Bports. The G,0.C.
end BErigadier both came and
hed tes aftcrwards. In the
evening thers was a coneert
which was unfortunately stopped
by rain,

Large working parties.

TRENCHES

Relieved 13th liddlesex in the
trenches,

Cpl Fink & Drumner Gardner
awarded lilitery Medal,

quiet, FLOS DOUCE FARM shelled
every half hour in the evening.

Quiet,
Quiet,
Juiet,

JOHN F.P. LANGDON, Lt.Col,.
Comdg, 9th Royal Sussex Regt,




9TH BATTALION, ROYAL SUSSEX REGIWENT o

THEMNCHES,
Quiet,
«uiet,

Relieved by 13th Bn Middlesex
Regt, Battalion moved Leok
to Brigede Reserve st RED LUDGE,

RED LODGE,

quiet We hed to find large
ﬂouﬂ.—.ﬁ Parties,

do, do,
wuiet,
niet,
wniet,

Juniet, OCept F.E, CEFELY struok
off the stremgth, dlok to
England,

Guiet,

Guiet, Eelieved 13th Bn,
Middlesex Hegt in the Trenches,

ZIENCHES.

Guiet. Draft of 43 0O.R.errived.
Quiet.

@uiet,

Quiet,

Julet by day, Germans made &
gea attack at about 12,30 a,m.,
on 17th.

Thore wae no infantry attack,
Ges lapted sbout 40 mimntes in
& oontlimous waves, Men wore
their gas holmets for 1 hour and
twenty mimntes. A heavy
bombardment went on during the
mﬂn aleso heavy Machine Cun Fire,
lerge mumber of men were
gasped, Helieved by the 26th
Bn Tth Anstrelien Brigade.
Battalion moved back in motor
lorries to ST JANS OAPZEL,
Oapt, ROGERSON, 2nd Lt BANHAM,
2nd Lt BERRY aliphtly gaseed,




wuiet, Draft of 42 O,R, arrived,

wuiet, Battalion moved from
ST JANS OAPIEL to WAERFIELD
HUTS near LOGRE, Divieional
Reserve,

E/XEPIELD HUTS,

Capt ROGERSON returned from
Hoapital, Draft of 13 0.R.
arrived,

£00 A1l ranks from 9th Bn
Royal Snseex Hogt, Tth Bn
JNorthamptonshire Regt snd
400 from 72nd Bde inspeoted
by 6,0,0, 2nd Amy,

quiet;
Guist,

Ohnrch Parade at Y, M,C.A,
hut LOORE,

2nd IX FOSTER posted to C,0oy.

Relieved 15th Bn Middlesex Regt
in Trenshes,

ERENCIES,

Seversl redids tock place

on our right, Enemy retaliated
heavily all along our line,

with Trench mortarse, minenwerfers &
Shelllng.

Eneny qc._.w restless and bombarded

our line 3 times during the night,
Guiet,

JOHN LANGDON, Lt .Col,
Condg, 9th Bn, Royel Snesex Regt,




'TH BATTALION RO US|

1916

July RENCHES

1lst. Guiet day in the Trenches,.
Battalion relieved by 13th
Middlesex Regt. Batt on
moved to WAKEFIELD Hute as
Divisionel Reserve,
WAKERIE. UTE =

2nd Working Parties in the morning

to and evening, liothing of import=-

6th. ance ooourred, Major Stokes
returned off leave. On 6th
Battalion moved to KBORL
SHRLTERS, helf the Battalion
being in Bivouace and half in
huts,
KRMMKL BIBLIRRS

Tth, Nothing of importance to report,
Capt Kolveor went to Hospital
8ok,
DRANOUTRE

8th. Battalion moved to DRANOUTRE
in barns and hute, relieving
the 12th Hoyal Fusiliers.

9th, Hothing of importance cceurred.

Hn..ﬁ.—uva L Ll L] "
TRENGHES

1ith, Battalion moved to Trenches
C.4 = D,4, Hq3 at ST QUENTIN'S
CABARET, 3 Companies in Front
line, 1 in Support, Relieved
12th Royal Fusiliers.

12th,

to quist, HNothing to report.

14th, 2nd Lt, G.W. FRINCE wounded,

15th. quiet. Gas Cylinders were

1Gth. installed on Battalion Front.

17th, quiet, Oas was going tc be let
off but cancelled.

18th, Quiet. Ho gas relieved.

19th. Quiet, No gas relieved.

20th, Juiet, Moved to Fletre. Relieved

by 7th b,C,L,I, Battalion in
Billets over a scattered area.
Taken from HULFORD Camp te FLETRE
by Lorries and Busses,




Hattalion Training commenced,.

Battalion marched to GODEWARRSVELDE
to entrain, Train left at
8.30 pm,

LONTAGHRE

Train arrived at SALEUX about

6 miles B.B.E of ANIENG at about
5.30 sm. Battalion marched

to MONTAGHE where they were
billeted. Nillets good and
quite central,

Battalion Tyeining cerried on,
Open Order fighting, wood fight-
ing practises ete. HEspecial
attention paid to Bayonet Fighting.

Battalion merched away from
MONTAGHE,

JOHN LANGDUN, Lt.Col,
Comdg, 9tk Bn Royal Sussex Regt.




Battalion at Bayonet Pighting.
A & B Coys in morning. C & D
Coys in afternoon.

BAILLY-LR-SEC.

Battelion fell in 4.45 a.m.
marched 4,556 a.m. for Sailly-
le-Bec. reaching hers about

7.30 a.m, Rested until 5,30 p.m,
then marched to Happy Valley
arriving about 9 p.m.

HAPPY VALLEY,
Dattalioen in training. In Reserve,

L] - "
Two O.R, amceidentally wounded by
hand granadei while visiting
original German lines. One after-
wards died of his wounds (Fte.
1.B, Fuller).

Battelion in Training. Particular
attention paid to advancing
behind barrage.

Battalion in training. Large
working party for work in forward
ares found, 7/8/16. This party
shelled by enemy. & O,R, wounded.

IHE CITADKL .

loved from Happy Valley forward
to near the Citadel in Corps Reserve,

Battalion in training. Attacking
trenches.

In afterncon A & B Coys moved to
Nontsuban defencea.
2/Lt, W.S, Mansell transferred to
R.F,C. & struck off.

THE _CRATERS,

€ and D Ooys moved to the "Craters"
just through Carmoy. In Bivouaa.
Capt. Norton te Hosp.

Saivage Work in forward area.




Appendix.

The Craters. A few heavy shells
dropped near. Cpl, Wynne killed
& another O.H, wd.

2/Lt. Treacher to hospital.

2/Lt. Hawkridge to hospital.
salyape Work in forward area.
Xoved back to Mansell Copse.

IHS CITADEL.
Battalion training in attmok.

Noved at 5.30 p,m. to relieve 9th
E, Surreys in trenches before
Guillement. Stopped at Carney

& sent back to Mansell Copse
arriving about midnight

17th B,30 Noved to Briquetterie preparatory
P.m, to attack.

Agtack on Guillemont
Attack on Outskirts of Guillement.
[+]

Lt. Col. J.¥.P, Langdon (C.0,)
Lt. H,C. Coleman (Adj.)
A, Coy. Capt. Melvor,

Lt. Shackel,

2/Lt, B, Best.

¥eMair V,C.
C.u, Prinece,
E.C,Bright.
Rogerson,
B, Vidler,
G.C, Mole,
Austin,

Lt. H.L'Estrange,

Lt .Hemming.
Intelligence Officers?/Lt, H,
Treacher, 2/Lt.P.J,Burridge.
¥,0,0, 3/Lt, Dudeney,

Bombing Offieer 2/Lt. L.B, Baker,
8ig. Officer 2/Lt, Attwood,
lMediecnl Offr, Lt, A.A.E,Newth,
R.A,N,C,

mnv :oiﬂm“anu.is:- Regt. to

attack at 2,45 p.m, & take German
Front line & the Quarries.

9th Reyal Sussex Aegt. to attack
at 6 a.,m. on the 19th & advance
halfway thyough fortified village
of GUILLEMONT.

Xoved to Suppert trenches in front
of Guillemont, A & B Coys at 12
noon, € & D Coys at 3 p.m.




Apcendix.

At 2,45 p,w, 7 Forthants attacked
suceessfully, A & B Coys moved

to Front Line Trenches. 7th
Forthants lost heavily in hand

to hand fighting & at 4.30 p.m.
were reinforced by part of A & B
Coys. Capt. A.R, Melver &

Capt, E,A, VoFair V.C. were
wounded in trying to find a route
RCTO8S,No ¥an's Land,

2/Lt. C,N. Prince wen killed
during bonbardment & 2/Lt, Baker
wounded. &/Lt, K,C, Bright was
killed by Machine Gun fire lead-
ing his men scress to reinforce.

At 7,45 a,m, O, Coy was sent to
reinforee and took up pesition on
right of the lino held by 7th
Korthants & a fow men of A & B
Coy® of ©th R, Suspex under Major
Hurphy seting C.0. 7th Northants.
This position was held through
the night. Rations were Laken up
by U, Coy. Who also built a stirong
point on tha right flank (which
was in the air).
During the early morning Captain
E.Bs Tlogerson was killed and
Capts W,J,¥, Auptin wounded by
rifle fire, The 8th R,W, Kents
relieved Tth lerthants & 9th R,
Cussax during the night of 19th/
20th.
Total Cpsualties -
Offioars Eilled 3.
Wounded 4.
Other Ranke Killed 23,
Wounded 133
Kissing 23,

The Battalion moved to the Craters
on relief,

Draft of 18 O.H, arrived from Sth
Ry Sussex, The In fevmad found a
working party. There were 1l C.R.
wounded during the day.

Quiet.
Br moved Lo Bivousecs at Sandpits.
Quiet,
Quiet,




Yoved to Bivouacs near Dernan-
court, Very showery weather.

(2lst to 29th Reorganization &
training were proceeded with),

Battalion moved to trenches on
left of DELVILLE wooD,
Officers in Action -

Lt. Col. J,F.P, Langdon (C.0,),

Lt. H.C, Coleman (Adj,)

A, Coy. Capt. L, Campbell Johnston.

t. E. Best.
2/Lt. J.A,Flowers.

B, Coy., Lt, G,V, Shackel,
2/Lt, C,V, Newton,
2/Lt, G,u,W, Prowse,

C. Coy. 2/Lt, T, Foster,
2/Lt. P,J. Surridge,

" m\E.: 6.0, uow..

D. Coy. t. H,H, L'Estrange.
2/Lt. J.A, Paul,
2/Lt. J.P, Mostyn.

Intelligence Officer 2/Lt.H,Treacher.

U,G.0,  2/Lt. C.H, Dudeney,

Kedien)l Offr. Lt. A,A.X, Newth,

ReA M, Cy

Geruans attacked at 2 p.m, after

a heayy bombardment & broke through
line held by Battalion on our left.
A & D Coys in front line held on

to their trench & were reinforced
by two platoons of C, Company.

‘The remaining two platoons under
Lt. Col, Langdon and 2/Lt, Foster
of C, Coy. opposed the enemy bormbs
ing party who were endeavouring to
cut in on our left rear & held them
ti1ll the arrivel ef A, Coy. of 2nd
Leinsters about 5 p.m. These two
platoons of C. Coy. then strengthened
the front 1ine. 2/Lt, J,A,FLOWERS
was killed by sniper on afterncon
of 3lat,

(1ta.) H,C,C,




SJeptember,
let,

In front line trenches to left of
DELVILLE WOUD, with 2 platoons of
"B" Oo in imnediate support, The
line wap held through the night
Blot/let egainst several Germen
attaoks, and the men suffered
severely from went of retions,
During the morning while
attenpting to get up with a
ration party R,5,M, OVEN WILLIAMS
was wounded.
In the afterncon the Germana on
our left rear were driven back
another En & the situation
sared considernbly.

A gquieter day, COcossional
bombardment only.

gnd LIEUT, G,M.W, PROWSE wounded

shrapnel ea: in the morning,
Wﬁ. Bn was nou.wwﬂtn by the Tth
NORTHAMPTONS & became BEn in
support .

2nd LIRUT J,P, MOSTYN wounded

° in the moming by shrapmel,
In the afiermoon BEn moved to
Reserve irea.

Tot sualties from 30/8/16

to 4/9/16 inclusive,

Officers

" Oo,
Bn moved to billete in DEEENCOURT,

Bn entrained & moved to BRUCAMES,
where they were in billets,

Training and re-crganisation,
end Lt, H, TREACHER to Hospitael.

2nd It . ¥.D, OHEPMELL joined
from 10th Bn, Koyal Sussex Regmt

& posted to "A" Co,

Lt, & Quartermester 0,4, PITMAN
struck off strength, sick to
England,

Draft of 28 O,R, arrived,




Draft of 8 O,H, arrived,

Draft of 6 Officers & 13 OR,
arrived,

end Lt, VPP, WARD eﬁ:,.an to "a"
2nd Lt, W.F, HARTT

2nd It, H ERIPPS . i
2nd u..«. « BURNIER LJ n
2nd Lt, H, SAXON L4 "

Bn entrained & moved to MARLES-
LES-MINES, where they were in
billets,

Bn merched to HAILLICOUET & were
billeted,

2l 0.B, re-inforgements errived.
Bn marched from HAILLICOURT to
CAMBLAIN L'ALGE & relieved 10th
Argyle & Sutherlend Eighlanders
in billets,

Bn marohed to VILLEHS-AU-BOIS &
relieved Srd Bn, South African
Erigade in Brigede Reserve,

49 O R, Reinforeements arrived,

6 OR, do, do,

2 Officer Reinforcements,

2nd Lt, 7,0, VIGGS, posted to
"I" Go,

£nd Lt, BR,W, RUMBEY, posted to
"I" Co.

96 0R, Reinforeements arrived,

(Intld,) H.C,C,




Cotober

iet,

Ird.
Tth,

10th,

fin, relieved 13th Middlessx
in front line in front of
SOUCHHEZ.

3 0.R. Reinforoements arrived,.

2/LT. T.%,BOURDILLON raturnad
from 2nd Army Grenade Behool,

Ba ralieved by 12th ROYAL
FUSILIERS & marched into billets
at CAMBLAIN L'ANBE, with A &

5 Coys at VILLIR=-au=-BOIS.

The nine days in the line were
quiet except for considerable
trench artilliery activity.
Casualties - Officers 2 R.
BURNIER wounded. O.Rs 1 killed,
1 died of wounds, & 7 wounded,
Kajor H,H,WAITHUAN joined the
Battn,

Bn, treining.

19 0R, Reinforcements arrived,
4 0,R, Reinforgements arrived.

En, moved inte support at
CABARET ROUGE. behind VINY RIDGE.

Capualties 1 O,R. wounded.

Bn, marghed to EBTREE CAUCHIE, being
relieved by 15th Bn. Canadien
infantry, 3

2/LT T AMAMCRIDGE returned to

duty from Hospital,

Bn, marched to billets at
MAZINGARBE,

Hn moved into line in LOOS area,
relieving 12th Bn Bouth Wales
Borderers.

Capt, W.J.F, AUSTIN reported for
duty from England.

(Itd.) H. 0. Cu




Bn, in Iine at LOOS,.
Casualiies 1 Officer died of
wounde, 4 0.R, wounded,

2/1% R, BURNIER returned to duty,
Major J,L,STOKES appointed Town
Hajor of HAILLICOURT.

2/LT J,A HAWKRIDOE woundsd on
wiring party, & died on 6th,

Bn moved to Reserve in N,
JMARQGC,

Draft of 7 O,R. arrived,

Draft of 4 O,R arrived = Capt.
CAUFBRLL=JOHNSON appointed 2nd-
inecomnand, Hajor R, H.WAITHMAN
appointed to ecoumand lst Bn, B,
YORKS REGT.

Bn, moved into Line at L0OOS,
Capt, T.WOSTER to Hospital,

2/LT. A.F.BEST joined Dn, from
Englend,

BEn, moved %o Support in MAROQC.

Lt, HH L'7STRANGE transferred
to T.M.Battery & struck off.
Lt.Col J.P.P.LANGDON vacated
ocomuand of 5n, Maojor M,V.B,
HILL, let Royal Fusiliers took
command of Bn,

Bn moved into line - LOOB.
Capt, W,J ., F,AUSTIN wounded,
Bn, moved to Reserve, H,y. &
2 Coys at LRS BREBIS & 2 Coys

at MAROC, 2/LT C.V.HEWTON
took ocommand of D Coy.

(Itd.) H. 0. 0.




Lecanber
lst,

2nd,

Ird,

atn,

Stn,

A & B Ooys st LIS BRESIS started
training, © & D Coys at Maroso
did fatigues.

ditte & Bathe for A & B Coys.

Inter Qoy relief. 2/Lt Attwood
returned from short leave.

A & B Coys at larocs ¢ & D Baths
at LES BREBIS,.

C&D training A & B fatigues.

Btn relieved 13th MX in LOOB
seator, 3 casucities, 1 Killed.

Ususl working perties & trench
routine,

ditte
Ag wbove, Posch quite quiet.

Westher cold enemys attitude
nervous,

Three cssualties.

2 casualties, Moved to Maroct

2 coym MAROC 1,DUKE ST 1.TRAVERS
& ST JAUES KERP.

Vorking parties.

Working parties,

YNothing of interest, ususl
caryrying parties, & inter Coy
relief.

C & D Coys in MAROC A & B in
close support.

Upual fetigues.

Btn reliesved 13 MX in 1008
Trenches,

¢ & D Coys in front line A & B
in Enclosure.

All quiet, work as usual,

No cessuelties, bosch very quiet,
Naggie & Lulu very reticent.
2/Lt Attwood wmat adj.




Dosh got wind up & sent a fow
whiz bange over, soon calmed
down, when 18 pdrs openad,

All gquiet usual work.,

Three ossusliies, accomplished
®H more by good luck than good
shooting. Htn went to Les
Lrevis,

Xmas Day, dinner for twe Coys.,

BHaths, & working partiom, &
refitting,

Inter Coy relief,
Fatiguos ete, 2 coy Xmas dinner,
Laths & roefitting for 2 Coyw.

Stn relicved 13 MIinLOOE trenches,
bogsch quite lively 3 camsualties,

2 oapualtien.

2/1% & uet.aagt,
9ih Royal Sussex Regt,




11lth to
17th.

17th to
23rd.

23rd to
29th.

Bn. in the Line at 1008.
Bombardment with Gas Shells
on lst,

2/L%. E.R.HOLDEN joined Bn. &
posted to "A" Qo.
2/Lt. A.JACKBON joined Bn. &
posted to "D" Qo.

Bn. relieved by 13jth Middlesex
Regt.

Bn. in Brigade Reserve at
HMAROC, with 2 companies
forward.

All men employed on Working
Parties.

Bn. relieved 13th Middlesex
in the Line on 11th.
Falrly quiet period.

Bn. relieved by 13th Middlesex

& became Divisional Reserve,

with H.Q. & two Companies

et L8 DREBIS & two companies

at MAROC.

Companies at MAROC employed on
working parties.

Companies at LS BREBIS re-Tfitting
& training.

Captain L.D.CHRISTIE joined from
1st Bn. & posted to *B% Compuny .
2/Lt. V.E.BOURDILLON joined ¥n.
& posted to "C" Coy.

2/Lt. H.M.GEARY joined Bn. &
posted to "D" Coy.
2/Lt.H.G.WILKAM joined Bn. &
proceadad to Training Bn.

Bn., relieved 13jth Middlesex Rat.
in the Line.

On early morning of 24th, Germana
attempted raid on En. on our
right., He did not reach our
trenches. We captured one wounded
German.,

2/1t. E.PHIPPS wounded-in-action.




Bn. relieved by 13th Middlesex
Regt, & became Bn. in Brigade
Reserve with three Coys. at
MAROC & 1 Coy. forward. All
men on Working Parties.

He 0. COLEMAN.
Lt. & Adj. for 0.C.
9th Royal Sussex Regt.




17th to
28th

E7th

Bn in Brigade Leserve at MAROC,

Bn relieved 13th Middlesex in
the Line,

Fairly quiet tour in the line,

Bn rd ieved 10tk Bn, Loyal
Horth Lence, Hegiment & moved
to LBS BREBIS,

Bn moved to Kest Arem & were
billeted at HESDIGNEUTL,
Inspscted by Field Marahal
Commanding-in-Ghief on the line
of marehy

Spent in oleaning up,
unuonmwn.__.n-»ug. kit inspeotiomns,
elia,

76rd Infantry Drigade & units
from other arms inspected by
GEN, FIVELLE, Commanding-in-Chief

Fremch Army,

Inspection held at EHESDIGNEUL,
Bn, marched past after inspeotion,
€.0.0, 18t A™my expresced his
setiefaction "that so creditable
& sample of the British Armmy wes
fortheoming” .

Progreseive scheme of training
oarried out,

2/1t, ¥R, CHITTENDEN joined Bn.

(Ita.) H.C.0.




6th

9th

10th

16th

22pd

3lst

endix

Bn. in RHest Area at HESDIGNEUL,
Training proceeded with & final
preparations made for return to
the Line.

Bn. moved to BOUVIGNY HUTS, in
support for defence of LORETTE
SPUR. Two days spent in training
& raconnoitring the new area.

Bn, moved to Divisional Raeserve
at BAINS-EN-GOHELLE. Training
continued.

Capt. L.D.CHRISTIE took oomnand
of "C*® Coy. (Capt. T. FOSTER
appointed soting 2nd in C. of Bn.

Bn, relieved 13th Middlesex in the

.Line, Left sub-section SOUCHEZ-

8.2,b., M,22,a, & b, Sheet 36 C,
Germana attempted raid under cover
of bombardment about 3 hours after
relief, This was nipped in the
bud by rifle & L.G, fire, Fairly
quiet after that.

Bn, reliaved by 13th Middlesex
Regt, & took over defenacess of
LORETTE SPUR with H.Q. at ABLAIN ST.
HAZAIRE,

Bn, relieved 13th Middlesex in the
Line,

On 26th, 27th, & 28th Germans
bombarded our front heavily at
intervals. Our retaliation was
veary heayy. There was no infantry
agtion.

Lt.Col, M.V.B. HILL, M.C,, went on
leave to BEnglend 23/3/17,

Capt: T. FOBTER took temporary
command of Bn.

(Intd,) H.,0.C.




e

9TH BATTALIOH ROYAL SUSSEX REGIMENT.

D

En in Line in Left Sub-segtion -
SCUCHEZ, Relieved on ht 1lsty2nd
by 2 Coye Bth Bn. the BUFFS. Bn,
moved to Divislonal Reserve in
billets et FOSSE 10.

Major M, CAMPBELL-JOHNSTON atruck
off strength & attached to H.Qe
Srd Army.

Bn, trained under Capt T FOSTER for
attaok ordered for 10th. Lt.Col
Hill, M.C. returned from leave,
10/4J17 Attack poetponed till
12/a /17,

Bn. took over portion of front from
8th Buffs on evening of 1llth.

Attack on BOIS-en-HACHE - (5 2 b &
M 32 4 - Sheet 360) The attack
wag oarried out in conjunotion with
the 2ud Leinsters on our right, &
in co-pperation with en attack by
the Can=dian Oorps. The objsotives
wore the German let & 2nd lins,
whick meant the gapture of his

ouaa_-.unuum position in the BOIS-en-

HACHE. "A" Qoy on the left & "B" Coy
on the right were detalled to take
the 2nd 1ine, & hold it &8 & line of
cbeervetion. "C" Coy was detailed
to "mop up"”, consolidate & hold as
iine of reeietauce the enemy front
1ins. "D" Coy was held in reserve.
The attack was timed for 5 a.m on

the 12th, just before dawn, All
Companies mWOved into position of
agsesbly without deley or casualty
by 1 a.m« & Tea & Rum were issned

to the men, The diffieult
operation of forming up on the proper
ﬂm»@nsauﬁ was carried out under cover
of & blizzard 5 mins before fZero.

In the attack heavy casuslties were
at onge sustained from M.G. fire.
The firet objective was at once
gaptured with about 60 casualtiocs,
including 3 offigers of "B" Coy, 1 of
win Goy, & 1 of "C" Coy. About

6 Germane who fought were bayonetted,
the remainder were gaptured or ran
away. At 5,10 s.m. the advance
eontinued. "A" Coy resched 81l their
objeatives & established & line of
poste B0 yas in sdvange of German
front line. In this advance "A" &
WBT & 1¢" Qoys esch lost an officer.
rhree sttempts at s Bombing attack
wers made but were driven off. 4
gounter-attack against the last one
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12th
(Ccontd.)

resulted in the gapture of 2
rigoners. "B" Coy. in spite of
bhe loes of all their officere

reached their objective in emall

parties, one in touch with "A"

Coy & 1 in tough with the 2nd

Iincolns. 12 men were found

killed 20 yds in front of the

objective. The dug-ocuts in

the front line were plequetted

150 yde of the line was wired wq

Lt. Lloyd Davis & a party of 129

Pleld Co. ReSs with 15 men of

D Coys A Vigkers (nun was

succesnfully got into position

in the gentre of this line, & &

Stokee Gun with 150 rounds was

earried to & poaition on the left

of the ensmy froant line. The
ammunition was carried by men of

D Coy. During the day "A" Co

got poneiderable shelling, but the

capunlties wars very few. The

attack took place in a blinding
enow-storm & over ground full of
large shell-holes & churned into

s sea of mud by bhad weather &

heavy shelling.

The night 12th/13th was

comparatively quiet, but the

unusual darkness & heaviness of

the ground made communication

diffioult. The Buquuhm of the 13th
[ )

tw-au»oo aueanﬂ nonnﬁ_.nuuvﬂ
singls guns. t' 1 pems it was
seen that the enemy was shelling
hie own line & the villags of
ANGRES, Consequently at 1.45 p.m.
wonnopu were gent out under 2/Lt.
LATTHOOD & 2/Lt H.SAXON 600 yde
from the German 2nd line & reported
that enemy had withdrawn except for
a M«3 & two snipere who were firing.
Bn He3. was established in the
@German front line by 4 o'clook.
By this time our patzol had bombad
the enemy out of FOSSE G« An
outpost line wes established by
D Coy on the SOUCEEZ River & before
dark e patrol under 2/IT R,BURNIER
reached CALVERY Trench in S.2.a &
BUQUET MILL at 5 & 8.56,90, The
outpost line was held through the
night & by 7 a.m. the Bn was
relieved by 12th Bn. Royal Fusiliers,
19 Prisoners were captured & &
large number of German dead wers
found in the eaptured trenches. Our
Gasnalties were Offlcers 5 killed -
4 wounded, 0.R. Eilled 40
Wounded 63 Died of wounds - OJR.4
Total all ranks 1154
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a3th Officers in agtion.

Contde) TsOs Lt.001.M,V,B HILL, M,C.
2nd-1n-0. Capt T,TOSTER,
Adjt, 11 H.C,COLEMAN
Sige.0ff. 2/IF P.ARRWOOD
Intoe Officer 2/IT. R.BURNIER
& Bombd,0ff, 2/IT (.C.MOLE
"A" 00 GAPT.CeEe GOAD
LT W.D.CHEPMELL (killed)
8/LT V.F.F. WARD (wounded)
2/I1T E.R. HOLDEN
“B" Co CAPT G.M. SBACKEL (wounded)
LT W.B.8HAW (Xilled)
2/LT G.M.W. PROWSE (killed)
2/LT A. CARTER (killed)
"¢ Qo 2/L? B.E.VIDLER (killed)
2/LT H.2AX0H
2/IT H.G.WiLHAM
2/LT W.R.CEIPTENDEN (wounded)
"D" go 2/LT J.E. PAUL
2/LT R.W.ROMSEY
2/LT H.ll. GRARY s
2/LT A.JACKSON

14th Bn moved on relisf to MARQUIFFLSS
PARK. Weather wese etill bad,

17th Bn, marched to HESDIGNEUL into
billets.

18th Bn marched to AUGHEL & were bhilleted.

19th Bn marched to Training Area & were
billetted at ESTREE BLANCHE

20th to  Bn, rested & reorganised. Capt.

26th L.D.CERTSTIE took command of B Co.
2/ITS RUMBBY & GEARY were transferred
to "B" Co. 2/LT P.J.SURRIDGE took
command of "C" Coy temporarily.
2/175 C.0. O'BEIRNE (*A' Co)
N.M.ADAMS ("B" Oo) W,Z.PRIOE ("C" Cel
& C.H.ENIGH? ("D" Co) joinmed 20/4/17.
2/1f W.F.HARTT - eick %o Lngland

13.4.17.
2lst CAPT A.A.E. NEWTH, R.A.N.C. (mttd)
struck off etrength. CAPT. CHISTER
- HARRIS, R.A.M.Cs attd to Bn.
26th Bn, marched to RATMBERT
£7th Bn marched into camp at HOUCEIN -

Bde in support to 1lst Corps.

28th to [Training carried on.
20th




Extragt from London Gesmette -
2/L! 0,E,604D to ha LIBOT -
12,2,17, mNhu A«VuBURD Joined &
posted to "B" o, Football
uatohes, 29tk 9th Royal Sussax
4 gosls 73 Bde Heds 1 ponl

30th 9th Royal Sugsex £ goals
2nd Leinsters nil,

[Itd.) H.CaCu




9TH BATTALION, ROYAL SUSSEX REGIMENT,

Bn in Cemp at HOUGHIN, Training &
re-organization oarried out. Several
Brigade % Bn. Fleld days in the BDIB-
deg-DAMES nesr BHUAY were arranged.

The weather was good & muoh useful work
was done.

2/LT G.DAVIS joined Bn. from Artiste Rifles.
2/1T B,0.R. BYWORTH joined from Bngland

Bn left HOUCHIN at 9.30 am & marshed
into billets at MT BERWENCHON at
2 p.m.

Bn left MT BERVBNCHON at 10.30 am &
arrived at THIENNES at 2 p.m, where
they were billeted.

Inepection & farewell address om Leaving
Divn by G.0.C. 24th Divn linj.Gen.
J. B, CAPPER.

Harched from THIENNES to bllleta near
STEENVOQ RDR.

Marched to Camp at HEKSKEN, hear
RENINGHELST.

Bn. was detalled for working un.u.nuau.
for whichevery avallable man was used.

2/LT A.H.LATTER joined Bn. from Englend
Training & organisation of new drafta.

Bn. moved to Corps Training Area at
STEENVOORDE

(Teds ) HI0 005




9TH BATTALION, THE ROYAL SUSHEX REGIMENT,

Appendix.

Bn, at STEENVOORDE, training for
attack. A pradties ground was
flagged out to show the various
objectives, & the operations were
practised thor ¥ in conjunstion
with other Dattalions of the
Division.

Bn, moved to Camp at LYSSENHORK.
The following officers joined the Bn.

uu.und.naouﬂs.!rgi
CUDERDOX .

e objeotive - B8.W. of HOLLEBEKE
on a front of 600 yds.
the ROOZEBERK -(Map Ref. Sheet 28 -
«10.d.45.60). A line
running ¥.E. & 8.W. at mmt a distance
of from 500 to 750 yds in front of this
was captured previou by other troops.
The Bn. d 7th Northampion-
shire Regt. On the t were the lst
Royal Fnsiliers & on the left the 13th
uiddlesex.

Bn. left Camp at 11,30 p.m. & marched to
apsenbly trenches at CHATEAU SEGARD,
near DICKEDUSCH. On arrival the assembly
trenches were hoavily shelled with gas
shells, Casualties were slight (1.0.R.
killed & 3 gassed) & the troops were
got into position satisfactorily.

3.10 a.m. was the time for the first
attack, The shelling of back areas

at once ceased & the work of issuing
Eomba, Tools, etc, was carried on without
interruption, At 11.30 a.m. En, moved
in artillery formation to old British
front line. Here a halt of about an
hour wes made.

At 2 p.m. Bn. again moved forward slowly
over the very broken ground,

The advance contimued over the ground
captured by the 4lst Division & by

ZERO TIME 3,10 p.m, trcops had deployed
under our barrage. The advance under
the barrage took 20 minutes. The
objective was taken without much
opposition & contaot was established
with the flank Battalions,

The total oasualiies up to the evening
of the 7th were under 40 of all ranks,




Bn. held the line & sonsolidated

the position. BStrong points were
constiructed & comminication trenches
sleared. Enemy shelling inoreased
each day & the fimal casualties
werat- Offigcers - & wounded -
Lt.A.V.REWELL, 2/LT. P.J. SURRIDGE
2/LT. J.Co ﬁanmmh\sa. AV, BURD,
2/17. C.0. O'RE s 3/LT. W.B.PRICE,
Other ranks - 31 killed, 134 wounded,
3 missing.

Bn. relieved by 10th Bn. The QUEENS -
& moved to OUDERDGM.

The following officers arrived -
"AY Coy. 2/LT.J.P. SIEPHENSON -
“g" Co. 2/LT.H. BOTTING.

Bn., moved to MICMAC CAMP near QUDERDOM.
Major T. FOSTER detached to command
temporarily 7th Northamptonshire Regt,

Bn, relieved lat Royal Fusiliers as
Bn, in support in HILL 60 sector, &
earried on work of consolidatidn

of strong points % support trenches.

¥ajor J.0.D. BIRTWHISTLE joined from
8th Bn., Royal Sussex Regt.
Rev, R,P. DODD, C.F. wounded at duty.

R.S5.M. COLES, H.A, wounded. C.3.M.STANDEN
appointed -5

Bn, relieved 7th Northamptons in the
front line. During this tour there
was no infantry action, but hostile
artillery fire was very heavy.

Work of consolidation was ecarried
out steadily, but under considerable
difficulties. Casualties for

8 daye werei- 1 Officer wounded -
2/LT. B.O«R. BY#ORTH - Other rnaks
19 killed - 51 wounded.

Bn, relieved by 8th Bn. The QUEENS,
& moved to MICHAC CAMP, near
OUDERDOM .

Major T. FOSTER rejoined from 7th
NORTHAMPTONS.

Bn, moved by train to billets in Rest
Area at NIELLES-LES-BLEQUIN.

LT.N.E. YOUNG rejoined Bn, from 73rd
Inf.Bde.H.Q. & posted to “A" Coy.




3.

Appendix,

Bn, rested & re-organised.

During the month the following
Honours were awarded:=

o,

2/LT. H.G. WELHAK.
3/LT, R.W. SUNSBY,

Fo.16763 Pte. T. ISARD.

(T$ds) ... Cn




TH _BATTALION

Battalion in New: Area st NIELLES
lez DLAQUIN., uUne week's good
training for individuals put in,
A Fletoon of "C" Coy., gave a
good dieplay of Fire control and
rmunketry under a Musketry Instrustor
from II Army Behool, On 6th

July a draft of 150 OR, Joined
thie Battalion, the beat we have
ever received, all young men
with previous axperienca in France.
On 7th July Capt. C.V.NIWTON.K.C.
gave & good demgnsiration of
Guard mounting in the Village
Gquare which was much appreciated
by the K.C.0's. The following
Officers joined during the week =
2 Lieut.C.CONFTON (D.0.), and
Military Medal), 2 Lieut,.f.
HORSCROTT end were posted to A
end B Coys. = 2 Lieut, A.W,
GOLDEN to *c" Coy. 2 Lieuts
WoH,FRICE and A,V.BURD to “C* and

"E" Coye from Hospital, both
wounded on 7th June,

Training continued. 2 Lieut.
V¥, P WARD joined "A" Coy. from
1lth Lattn, He was wounded with
the Battalion at BOIS en HACHE
on 12th April, 2 Lieut, H.O.
LLOSINAN Joined on 10th and
posted to "B" Coy, llth July the
Battalion had a field day's
truining in the Divisions} Traine
ing Arec. 'The ground whioch was
covered by standing corn, was
not very suitable, but some Very
good Conpany o:iercises were
gsrrisd out, in which the Rifle
grennde was made good use of,

The Pettalion laft NIBLLES at
2,15 an and marched 16 miles

to RENESCURE. In spite of the
heat at 10 am only one nan was
behind the Transport at the end
of the mareh.

Marched to OARSTRE under 72nd
Inf, Bde.

JMarched to MEQKE by Companies
{about 1 mile).




Marched to LISSENHOEK - 9 miles
without & man falling out of
the ranks,

Marched to Mimmag Canp near
RENINGHELST = "A" and "C"
Coye went on to CANADA Tunnels
to relieve the 23rd Division,

"B" and "A" Coys and H.Q.
parched to CANADA Tunnels and
"A" and "C* Coys. took over
Front line IT,00RREL Bsgtor
from 9th YORKS, This seater
wes the left hand pivot of the
MRGSINES Battle en 7th June,

Handed over part of our left
Company front kine to Bih HUFDS,
80 that the 17th 1,5, could

hold the front from whigh they
were golng to attack, The move
coet us some cagpualties as it

was an ugly night, H.Q, soved
from HEDGE BTREET Tunnels to
CANADA Tunnels which belag
originally a kining system do

not make very comfortabla quarters
for Infantry to live in, The
trouble of keeping them dry is
very greet. Licut.A F.BEST wounded
pnd went to Transport Lines,

The Peitalion remained in the

Line, making preparations for the
srigede's attack on the 3lat.

Rain considerably impeded the

work cnd the darkness and shelling
at dusk and dswn made it hard

fur parties to reconnoitre the Line,

By 8 am the Battslion was back

in MICMAC Cammp. "A" Coy suffered
some casualties from Gas shelle
whigh brought out hugh blisters
on their baoks end neaks, 2 Lt,
T A STEVENSON and O.8.M,STURT
were both casuslties, 2 Lieuts
R,HUDSCH and W, K,FRICE were both
gassed, 2 Lieut.0,COMFTON
Killed on 26th,

At 5 ax Pettalion "stood to"
preperetory to moving at 15
minutes notice, Orderc to move
game ot 10.45 am and Bettalion
moved up to OLD FREECH Irench
and BCLUSE Trenoh, The labour
of getting 2 Cookers and 2 Water
Carts through VOORI BZEELE on
which a 11" gun was steadily
firing was muply repald by the
hot food that could be given




to the men,
At 7,30 gm "B® and "A" Coys
moved to LARCH WOUD and CANADA
Street Tunnels respectively and
HeQs to the former place,

(Itd.) H. 0. Os
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B8th/11th.

1lth,

1lth-15th.

Bn. had moved up into Bupport
after the attack on July 3lst.
H.Q. & B Coy. in Laroch Wood
Tunnels. D Coy. in Canada
B8t. Tunnels, A & C Coys, in
Beluse Trench & Convent Lane,
near Vormezeale.

Bn. took over front held by
17th Inf. Bde. D Coy. in front
line W. of HRT PAPPOTJE Fm.

B Cey. in support, A & C Coys.
in HEDGE 8T.

C Coy. relieved D, & A Coy.
relieved B, in order to facilitate
Bn. relief the next night.

During this period the weather
waa extremely bad. Consolidation
and re-organising the line was
oarried out under great
difficulties.

Bn. was relieved in early
morning by lst Royal Fusiliers.
On reilef Bn. moved to "L® Camp,
DICKEBUSCH, B0O yds. N.K.W. of
DICKEBUSCE Church.

This time was occupied by resting
and re-organising.

Bn, relieved lst Royal Fusiliers
on same front. B Coy. right front,
A Coy. centre front, D Coy.

right support, C Coy. Hedge Bt.
Tunnels. The left was held by

D Coy. 12th Bherwood Foresters.

Weather was better than in previous
tour & casualties ware slight.
Considerable progresa was made

in work on the lin A system of
naming dug-outs etc. was put

into forge with excellent results.
Guides, runners, & working parties
found their way much more

easily. Three Oerman bombing
attacks were driven off, & &

party organised & led by

Lt. W.E,YOUNO raided a Oerman post.
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11th-15¢th It was found to be ocoupied only
(eontd) by a single mentry. He was
taken prisoner.

15th. 2/5t. L.J.FORD wounded.

15th/16th. Bn. was relieved by 1st N.STAFFS
& moved to NICMAC CAMP.

16th. 2/Lt. W.B.PALING & 2/Lt. H.A.
O0ODACRE joined from England
& posted to A & O Coys. raspectively.

18th. 2/Lt. E.C.REOAN & 2/Lt.8.W.HALE
Joined from England & posted
to B & D Coys. respectively.

19th. 2/Lt. E.L.HALL joined from
England & posted to "A" Coy.
R.B.Major H.h.Coles rejoined Bn.
Lt.Col. M.V.B.HILL D.E.0. M.C.
proceeded on leave. Major
T.FOSTER took aommand of Bn.
Bn. moved to “L" Camp, Dickebusch.

16th/22nd. Weather wos fairly fine & thie
wan taken advantage of by enemy
aeroplanes for night bombing
raids. An snti-airoraft Lewis
gun was mounted in Camp to
engage any enemy aeroplasnes, who
oame within range.
Only small working parties were
required &e during this period &
consequently valuable training
was earried out.

Bn. relieved the Bth BUFFS. me
Bn. in Bde Buppoert. B Coy. in
HEDGE 8T TUNNELS. D Coy. in
CAFADA 8T. TUNNELS, C Coy. in
METROPOLITAN LEFT, H.Q. & A Coy.
in LARCH WoOD TUNNELS.

24th/27th.  Bn. was engsged in wiring support
line & cerrying parties for
M.0.Coy, Tunnelling Coy. Field
Coy., R.E. 13th Middlesex & 2nd

The shelling of back

areas was much less than in
pravious tours & oasunlties were
alight.

Bn. was relieved by lst N.STAFFS
& 1 Ooy. 9th E.SURREYS & moved

to MICMAC CAMP. Relief was
carried out under very unpleasant
weather conditions.
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August .

28th/30th, The Camp was drained & a
start was made in building
sandbeg walls between tonts
& shelters to localise the
effect of the horizontal buret
of aeroplane bomba.

En. moved to H Camp, 500 yds.
H.N.W. of DICKEBUSCH Church.
A large flight of GOTHA
Aeroplanss oame over in the
afternoon. This was the first
time we had seen this type of
German ssroplane.

I would like the Officers and men tc be told
how very much the Brigade appreciates the work
done by your Battalion in the trenches during the
preparations for the recent operations. A great deal of
hard work had to be done in a very short time,
atores had to be ocarried up and dumps made.

During this period the Battalion was exposed to
heavy shell fire night and day, but in spite of this
all arrangements were complete and up to time.
Pifficulties were overcome with cheerfulness and
everything was carried out with that thoroughness
and soldierly spirit whioh is a special feanture
of the Battalion.

We DUGAN.
Brigadier Ceneral,
Commanding 73rd Infantry Brigade.

HeQs 73 1.B.
7.8.17.




Battalion in Cemp 6t DICKEBUSCH,
Brigede in tupport, Eneny
aseroplanes very setive dur i
period dropping bombe on

arens,

Battelion relieved 8rd Rifle
Brigade in the Line (CLOIEL
QOFSE and BOIMIN COPUE)

“ge u“wru_o front = "I" Coy
Left ngﬁ u-“_-.m oaNM Right
Gupport, mpport -
H,Q, in HEIGE SfRESY T Fw

! Tunnele,

This tour was rather guieter than
Sy Baaling us hea'y 4aa
enemy was heswy a8
mmber of shells were used,
Cificore the 4let and 23rd
Divigions were busy reoonneltrirng
the line for the intended attack

mking dumps, treeks, light
railwvays, Dreseing mmpn.ﬂs-
bugying eable &o,

Battalions relieved by Bth UEENS
and moved to "I® Camp Miomeo,
Thie Osmp had been moved to & new
gite and wap greatly improved,
Training was oarr. o in the
morninga,

Battelion moved to "1" Canp
PICEEBUSCE, TVorking parties
wore found to make Dug-outs
near LILIEIREE,

Battalion -Bﬂ- to Camp at
H,35,0,5,0, (£8) near HALLBIAST,

Battelion marched to HEKSEEN,
An ea

mtah was ployed eguinet a
“.._.._,-nm Battery in Cump, Hemlt
- -

Battelion moved Busses to
Billets near OTEENWERCKE,
Move enteiled maroh of ebout
8 miles,

Billets were %oen though
pDoeattored, reining wes
ecarried on with a view to
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feptember,

15th to resuning Trench Warfare, Mornings

2lat (0td.) were vooupled by © of
Platoons end Specialiste with
Company Cormanders, Afterncone
were devoted to football, erioket,
rumning, of war ke, Enoh

held a Sports meeling

in enticipation of Battalion
Sporte later, These 6 daya were
opent plessuntly, Some good
training was osrried out,

Bettalion moved train from
wat vory SMAOITINS, Sewdsts]
was very o el espea
oing "over the .nw“mclanwnﬁ:u.ww
talion maxrched from BAPAUME
to Camp ot BARASTE,

Battalion Sporte were held,
A very The ¢
of war

The mocess of the representatives
of Headquarters in this end other
events, Wao anm ptriking, &

Conoeri was in the even!
with the help of outelde telent,
and wos on amouslly good one,

Battelion merched to HAUT ALL-
AIITES, Bettolion merched
past .:mq.e%m on route,  The

ot hilly oo L]
it a trying . 'Mw.ﬁl
in the afternoon wes very
woloome .

u-apﬂvwnu!-n‘ua-wo-eo
HE-VILIX,

Battelion relieved B3rd
BORTHUMBERLAND FUSILIERS

(4th TYMESIDE 2COTTISH) in the
Line et HARGICOUIT, "A" Coy
Left fromt - "B® Coy Right
front = "D" Coy, Support -

"g" Coy leserve,

This part of the Line was &
plensent chemge from YFRES,
Trenches wore in very good
order eoneidering that the
Line hed only been ocaptured
ebout & weeka, Enemy
potivity on our front wes
1limited to sniping (which was
met by counter messures) and
falr¥ly heavy bur sts of shelling
on the line and on HAKGICOU:T,
Vork was taken in hend to put
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Heptember,

26th the trenches in a state to
to withstend the Vinter,

soth(ctd,) The following Officers joined
Battalion during the m -
2 Lieut E, DAVISON on 4/9/17
@ and poated to "A" Ooy,

9/9/17 posted to "B" Coy,
£ Lieut ,G,R, JUFFIELD on 18/9/1%
poeted to "A" Coy,

(Itd.) H.0.0.




ELD .

Battalion in the line at EALAKOFF
FARM, O, Coy Right Front  "D"
Coy. Left Front, A" & "D Ooys
in Support. Yerk was chiefly
devoted to olearing Front Line
which wes very muddy end increas-
ing socomsedation fer bupport
Conpaniesn,

Eattslion moved to Erigade Reserve
teing relieved by 3 Coys 13th
¥IDDLEEEX Negt. and 1 Coy, 2nd
LEIRSTER REGT,
Digpoeition of Coye =
"A* Cpy in Suppert te 13th

BAKK,
B, Coy in Buppert to fud LEINSTERS
at ENGINE BUPPORT, Headquarters
and 0 & D Coys at HARGICOURT
QUARRY

qaﬁwp.rm-mwu.«—on nnurnﬁ-;uwuz-
men. ng to bad weather the
trenches required much work to
maintain ther in good condition.

Tattalion relieved 13th RIDILESEX
in Tront Line holding RIFLEXAN
POST, BENJANIN FOET and LITTLE
BENJAMIN, "B" Coy Right Front,

A, Coy Left Front, 0, Coy in
Gupport in HUSSAR ROAD and "D* Coy
in Reserve at HAKDY BANK,

Inter-Company Relief.

A wery quiet 6 doys, JNo cusualties,
A gonsiderable mmount of wire was
put out during this tour and Bomb
proff shelters were constructed.
During this tour the left Coy.

{100 men) held 1500 ynrds of Front
Line. BSueoh a thing would not have
ween believed 2 years ngo when
Company Cormanders were echecked
for not having a man in overy Nire-
bay.

Tattalion relisved by 13th NIDDLEBEX
and moved to Divisional Raserve at
EERVILLY,. Only 1 days training was
possible ewing to Working parties.

PBattalion exeroise was earried out.
Divieional Cormander and B,06.C,
being prepent. (AR Attack in open
gountry against an enemy rear guard
was practised.




A Football Mateh was rlayed =
Officers v. ¥.C,08 and Men,
The latter won by 2 goals to 1.
The Divisionel Hand played
during the Mateh,

Battalion relieved 13th MIDULESEX
in the line previcusly held by
the Left Coy, "A* & "B® Coys
Left & Bight Frente respetively -
C. Coy Regerve & D Ooy Ouppart,

Inter-Company Relier,

Battalion relieved by 13th
MIDDLEGEX and moved tniBrigade
Haserve - H.Q, "0% and *D* Coys,
in TELPIEUX QUARRIRS., A. and
B, in HARGICGURT? QUARRY, Over
200 men daily were employed on
Bricade working varties,

On the 12th Major T, POSTER was
granted 6 momthe light duty in
Englacd, ¥ajor J.J. Banham
beoame Acting Second in Command
and Liesut, H, SAXCH ¥,C, togk
gomrand of "C* Coy.

Casunl ties during the menth were
8 0,H, K4lled and 5 0,R. wounded.
These Casualties are the lowest
experienced by the Battalion in
ones month's tour in the trenches
of whigsh 6 days only were spent
out of the shelled area.

(Ita.) H,c.0,
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lat) Battalion in Brigade Reserve.

to ) H.Q & C & D Coys in TEMPLEUX

srd) QUARRIES. A & B Coye in
HARGICOURT QUARRIES. Over R00 men
were found daily for Working Parties.

Battalion relieved 13th MIDDLESEL
KBGT. in front line holding
RIFLEMAN POST to LITTLE BENJAMIN.
D 00¥ Right Front C,00Y Left Front.
B COY 3Support. A 00Y Reserve.

Battslion took over line to the
Tight as far se MALAZXFF FARL
This ineressed Battallon Pront

to s mile as the crow flies.

Right Front Ooy. MALAKOFF SUPEORT.
GAHBINE & part of RIPLE PIT TRENCH,
RIFLEMAN, BENJAMIN snd LITTLE
BENJAMIN PO3T8. B.COY relieved

D 0OY and 1 00Y of HORTHANTS.
LITUT,PAUL R. CARUTEERS,H.8.4
attachod for 4 days instruotion in
trenoh warfare.

A Coy relieved G 00Y.

Work during this tour consisted
ohiefly in wiring and improving
trenches.

Pattelion relisved by 13TH HIDDLESEL
REGT, and moved to Divisionsal
Beserve at HERVILLI.

Divisional Band played in
Reoreationsl FRoom.

Football Matoh against 12th SHERWOODS
at FOISEL. Iost 2 goals to 1 after
a good games

only one day's training was possible
owing to Working Parties.

1ieved 13th MIDDLESEX REGT.
R LALAKOFF FARIL to LITTLE
BENJAMIN POST. D.00Y, Right Front.
¢ 00Y, Left Front. B COY Right
Support. 4,007 Left support

§.20 am Heavy shelllng commenced

on Brigsde on our Left and on our P i
followed by raid against the Brigade

on our Left. Bosche made &
demonstration with Flammenwarfer
againat our Right Coy. opposite
MALAKOFF FARM., Our Cgsualtles

2 men gassed. Inter-Coy. Relief

took placé.




In order to assist attack of 55th
Divisdon on our left - ZEH) 6-20 am.
we made a demonetration with dummy
figures opposite RIFLEMAN POST and
BENJAKIA POST which drew some
retaliation. Casualties 1 died of
wounded. 3 wounded.

Another demonetration was made

by A & B COYS with "P" (emoke)
bomba, This drew considerable
retaliation. COasualties 2 killed.
The Battalion was relieved by 13th
KIDDLESEX REGT and moved to BRIGADE
RESERVE. H.Q B & D CUYS at
HARGICOURT QUARRIES. A & O OOYS
-at TEMPLEUX QUARRIES.

Battalion found over 200 men per
day for Working Perties.

Battalion raliewd 137H MIDDLESEX
REGT. in the line. MALAKOFF F.
to LITYLE BENJAMIN POST. D QO™
Right FPront. C.00Y Left Front.

B.00Y Right Support. A,00¢
Left Support.

Heavy shelling all day on and in
rear of Left Coy Front, especlally
EUSSAR ROAD and along Valley south
of LEIPIHR mnd HDNS30Y, the latter
being chiefly gas shell, Enemy
attacked 55th Division on our Left.




AT,
Degember,

lst to
4th.

18th to
27th.

25rd

Z18.0,

Battalion in the line MALAKOFF
FARE to LITILY BENJAMIN, Enemy
gas shell aotivity. lMuoch
wiring was done.

Battalion relieved in the line
by 13th NIDDLRSEX REGT, and
moved to Reserve at HERVILLY.

Battalion training by Coys.

One Coy. each day ebsorbed by
Working Parties. Raiding party
of 42 men under 2/Lt. D.VW.0.
May, 2/Lt. B.L. HALL & 3/it.

J. MARN carried out two days
special training,

Battalion relieved 13th
HIDDLESEX RSGT, in the line.

Reid oarried out by Battalion.
Zero 2.30 a.m. Enemy withdrew
his posts and no enemy were
engountered, His trenches
ware found to be in fairly good
condition, being duckboarded
but not revetted. Fractically
no retaliation, For further
detrils see 0,0s, attached.

Fairly quiet tour. Some enemy
ges shelling, DBattalion
concentrated on wiring.

Battalion relieved in the line
by 13th MIDDLESEX REGI. and
moved to Brigade Bupport at
TEMPLEUX QUARRIES.

Snow fell during night 16th/1L7th,
B0 men found for working parties,

Battalion relieved in Brigeade
Support by 12th ROYAL FUSILIERS
and moved to VENDELLES (Brigade
in Support).

Two Coys. employed on Working
Parties each day, Ramainder
oleared the roads of mnow,

The following Officers joined
the Battn., from Englandi-
Lt,D,0, WEATALL}
2/Lt. R.F.BULLETT.

ol F. H. BRAY,




Christmas Day, was celebrated

by a Dinner for the men at mid-
day which was a great success.
The W,0a, and SBergeants dined

in tha evening and a Battalion
Dinner was arranged for the
Officara, Unfortunately no
hall was available for a concert.

The whole battalion was employed
on carrying wire for the
JEANCOURT Switch line.

Battalion relieved 12th ROYAL
FUSILIERS as support battalion
H,Q. "B" & "g* Coys, at
TUEPLEUX QUARRIES "D* Coy,., at
HARGICOURT and "A" Coy.
attaghed to 7th NORTHANTS in
tha line,

These few days wers a muoh
appreclated rest,

Hattelion relieved 7th NORTHANTS
in the line at ILARGICOURT.
Dispositions as followsi=-

RIGHT COY. "C" Coy., CENTRE
CcOoY. *2" Coy., LEFT COY, "B"
Coy. SUPPORT COY. "A" Coy.,
RESEAVE COY. "D* Coy, Tth
NORTHANTS .

HONOURS,

The fallowing officers and
H.C.08, ware mentioned in FIELD
MARSHAL SIR DOUGLAS HAIG'S
Despatoh dated 7th November 1817,
LIEUT: 0OL: M.V.B, HILL, D.5.0.,
¥.C., MAJOR T.FOSTER, 560 Bgt.

B. CUTTING & 8500 S0T.A.J . NEWNHAM.

———— -

mmw.mm "
el. Corps.

Tape Sheat
T.0,1/10,000,

g 0 Susgex
QPRRATTON OHDE

b The 9th Royal Sussex Regiment will raid the Enemy
Trenches on the night of 11th/l2th Degember, 1917, o
paoure prisoners,

2, The jumping-off positions from our line will bei=-
1) 15 yards south of Left Sep. F.30.0,95.15.
2) 26 yards north of Left 5Sap.
3) 50 yards north of Left Sap.




3.

3, The 73rd LIGHT TRENCH HMORTAR BATTERY will coe-operate
by cutting the wira previously, taking care as much as
possible to deceive the enemy by shooting well over the
Front Line with some rounds while cutting the wire with
others.

At ZERO the battery will fire one round from thres
guns; a8 soon as these burst, they will fire one more
round per gun, The bursting of the second rounds will be
the signel to rush. The second rounds will be closely
followed by two "dud" shells fired on Enemy Front Line.
Pire will then be maintsined at a slow rate of fire on
Enemy Support Line A.256.d.22,22, The rate of fire will
ba quickened at ZERO plus 10, and kept up until two
minutes after the rooket signal for withdrawsl is sent up,

4. The 7th NORTHANTS will arrange to fire a salvo of
¥illes Rifle Grenades from the Right Sap into the Enemy
Lines at A.25,d.30,05., and will maintein a slow rate of
fire on this target until they hear the signal for
withdrawal, when they will fire a gquick succession of
pelvoes for two minutes, and then cease fire; or, if this
signal is not heard for two minutes after the rocket goes
up.

B, The signal for withdrewal will be given by 0,C,
Raiding Party by blowing a Shunter's Horn, or a succession
of two "Longs® and a "short® (Morse G) on the whistle,
When this is heard 2/Lieut. J, MANN will send up
from the Left Sap a rocket bursting inte many eolours.

6. At ZERO plus 3 the Artillery will open on targets as
arranged.

7. E The two sections of "A" Coy, and right
hand section of "D" Coy. will withdraw to Coy. Headqrs.
in SUGAR TRENCH, The remainder to Coy, Headqrs. iin
MALAKOFF THENCH, unlens there is a heavy barrage to
prevent them doing so, in whioch case they will come to
BUGAR THENCH,.

ERISONERS, Prisoners will be sent to either of
thesa dug-outs end kept there until all is quiet.

8. Battalion 1,Q, will be established at the Right
Battalion Coy. Headqra. in SUGAR TRENCH from two hours
before 4ERO, until the "ALL CLMAR® signal is given, which
will be the code word "BED".

8 GEMENTS. The M,0, will establish a
Dressing Station at Headqrs. SUGAR TRENCH, also an
auxiliary one at Coy. Headqrs. HALAKOFF TREHNCH,

10, The Signal Officer will arrangei-
i, To synchronise watohes at Right Battallion i.q.
L.5.b.3.2, at 3.0 p,m, and 6.0,p.m,
11. To put out a wire from SUGAR TRENCH to MALAXKOFF
TRENCH Coy. H.Q. for use in case of emergency.
0.C. "B" Coy. will also send a watoh to be
synohronised at 6.0 pm, &8 in (3)

FLEASE ACKNOWLEDGE .

Issued at 4.30 p.m. J.E. PAUL, Lieut, & A/Adjt.
Dect Oth, 1917, for 0,C., 9th Royal Sussex Regiment.
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Distrivution

Copy No; 1.

File.
War Diary.
Commanding Officer.
Second in Command.
Intelligence Officer.
Signalling Officer,
Hedical Officer.
0,C "A" Coys
0,C., "B" Coy.
0.C,, "C"
0,C., "B

deut.

73rd Infantry Brigeds.

Tth Northants.

13th uiddlesex Regt.

2nd Leinster Regt,

73rd Hachine Cun Coy.

73rd Light Trenoh Mortar Battery.
AP M, 24th Division,
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Battalion in the line at HARGICOURT.
LIEUT.COL.M.V.B,HILL D.8.0. M.C.
progooded on leave and Major J.J.
BAWHAM took over command of
Battalion.

A very quiet tour in the line. The
snow lasted throughout the whole
tour and conditlon of the trenches
wag good., No Casualties during
this tour.

Battalion relisved by lst NORTH
STAFF8 and moved to Camp at
MONTIGNY FARM,

Battalion provided Working Parties
for ths Intermediate Line -
JEANCUURT - HESBECOURT.

Coneert party of 7th NORTHANTE
gave a much appreciated performanoce
on 6th.

Battalion moved to VRAIGNES CAMP
exchanging Billets with 8th Battn
THE BUFFE. Rather a trying march
owing to the bad state of roads
and a heavy snow storm,

Battalion was engaged chiefly on
Working Parties but a fair amount
of training was possible, notably
musketry and clagses for N.C.0s.
(17th) - 2/Lt.A,V.BURD left
Battalion for TANK CORPE.

A considerable amount of work was
put in making protection around
Huts against aeroplane bombs and
also in draining the Camp which
wag very muddy when the thaws
came,

Two debates were held and were
very popular. There was
unfortunately no Imt large enough
for a congert.

2/Lt.A.V,PULLINGER joined Battalion
and posted to "B" Company. An
inter-Oompany Football Cup Competition
was started and also an Inter-
Battallion League Competition, The
first round of the Cup Competi:tion

wag played A Coy beat B Coy 2nd
LEINETERS 6 goals agalnst 2.




20th

20th -
26th

26th

24th -
26th

30th

30th -
3lst

Appendix,

B Coy lost to H.Q.75rd INFANTRY
BRIGADE 3 goals to NIL. C Coy
loet te C Coy 2nd LLINSTERE by 4
goals against 2. D Coy lost to
D Coy Tth NORTHANTE 4 - 2.

Battallion relieved 3rd RIFLE
BRIGADE as Battalion in Brigade
Reserve at TEMPLEUX QUARRIEE,
Capt. C.E.GOAD M.C. appointed
Zone Commander of the HARGICOURT
TRENCE Avea and detached from the
Battalion.

A quiet periocd in which the
Battalion was engaged on Working
Parties.

Battalion relieved 7th NORTHANTS
in front lins,

A quiet tour. Casuvalties 1 O,R.
killed., The trenches were in a
bad state and much work had to be
done to put them in good order
agrin.

Battalion relieved by B8th Battn,
THE QUEENS & moved to Brigade in
Support at VENDELIES,

LT.R.W.RUMSBY M.C. trensferred
to R.F.C.

Battalion employed on Working
Partles. Baths & Inspections.
The noteworthy features of the
month were 1=

1. The amount of good work done
in oconstructing new defensive lines.
2, The making of a Defence Soheme
for the defence in an emergency
of each village occupled by troops
including the construction of a
strong point to be manned by an
Inlying Pioquet and having a
permanent look-out post towards
the front line.

3. Ths construction of splinter-
proof proteotion to huts me a
precaution against enemy bombing
raids.

4, The systematlie improvement of
agocommodation and comfort of
Officers' and mens billets.

5. The large inorease in the
leave Allotment, During this
month 10 Officers ahd 101 men
were granted leave to England.




HONOURS .

FaJor W.P.DODD and A/Captain H.C.
COLEMAN awarded the MILITARY CROSS.
To.5841 OBM J,BARTIETT awarded the
DISTIRGUISHED CONDUCT MEDAL.
Ho.7243 Bgt.F'.WOOD awarded the
Belgian CROIX DE GUERRE.




Battalion at VENDELLES, acaom-
modated in NISSEN & ADRIAN Huts,
& forming pert of Brigade in
Bupport, 200 to 250 men ware
found for working perties deily,
All gther availible man were
employed on work to luprove the
Cemp, Ovens and brick paths
were built, Splinter-proof
walls were built round the huts
as protaction agsinst Hombs,
Time was found for a little
gardening to improve the appear=
ance of the Camp, TFoolball
Jiatghes were erranged on most
afternoons; the Batt: team did
not meet with much success,

The following games were played
besiden interscompany games =
Associstion Football - V.
Household Cavalry. lost le3;

v, 13th niddlesex, lost oawh

v. H,Q., 73rd Inf, Bde, lost 1-2,
Rugby Football, 73rd Inf Bde

¥. 24th Div, Train, won 6 pte=
5 pts. Mockeysv, 24th Div. H.Q.
Drawn 2-2, A good Y,M.C.A.
Hut was available & several

excellent oconcerts were arranged,
notably one given by the 17th
Inf. Bde Conoert Party. Two

or three evenings wers also
devoted to Hoxing, Training

was limited to two Refresher
Lewis Gun Classes per 0oy & &
gSenicr 11.0.,0's Class taken essh
day by an officer who was an
expert in the particular subject,

A Leoture was given by lajor
JOYOR,M,.C on "The British Soldiers
War Aima®,

Five oificers attended a demon=
ptration of the co=-operation of
Tanks & Infantry in attack,

A nmeeting of officars was addressed
Uy AeCola, FAfth Army, the Rev,
Heville TALBOT M,C.

A draft of 1 Officer & 94 0.R.
joined from 12th Bn,Roysl Bussex
HRegt which has been disbanded.




Bn relieved 3rd Rifle Brigada

in the Line, as Centre Bn.

holding from FISBH LANE to

CARBINE TRENQH, Two Companies

held the line in depth & 2 Coys

& Bn H.Q. were at THMPLEUX QUARRIES.

A pilent raid was successfully
carried out by a party of 18 C.R,
under 2/LT D,W.0.HAY & 2/LT
H.C.LISGIHAN. The SBendor N.C.0's
of the partier were Bgt TODMAN M M.

of B Coy & L/Bgt FARTALT of

D Coy. The perty left our lines
&t 10,30 p.m, & procveedsd to
TROLLOFE TRENCH, The eneuy wire
haed been reconnoitred the pravious
evening & found tc be wesk, 2
Offiecers & 10 O,R, orawled through
eneny wire to yorapet of the
trench, At this moment two of
the .:D% petrolled above trench
tehind the paredos, Thay wers
allowad to pasa as the raiding
party was not in position,

Two Officers & 2 N,C,0's then
crossed the tronch & lay out

in & semi cirole 15 yde behind
the trench, The eneny patrol
of 2 me:n returned & when they
ware in the centre of the perty,
the signal (by string) was given
to rush, There was & short
struggle & the enemy were then
ovarpowered & taken Dback withe
out any casualties, not a shot
having been fired, The success
of the rald was due to the
excellent leaderahip & the cour=
sge of the whole party, but was
made possible by good observation
& study of seroplans yhotos, by
which the route of pairol was
discovered.

A very quiet tour, except for a
shoot on RUBY WOOD which proveked
a certain amount of retaliation.
An attempted enamy raid on BOWER
LANE on the 19th was broken up

by Lewis Gun & Rifle fire,

En, took over front from RUBY
LANE to LITTLE BEN, relieving
13th Liddlesex on Lleft & handing
over a few posts on right to the
8th QuuEns,

The defence of the line was now
well organised in depth, All
three Brigades were in the line,
each having one En in the Outpost
Zone, one Bn in the Battle Zone




& one Bn in billets in Reserve.

Bn, was relieved by 13th MIDDLESEX
& became Bupport Bn of the
Erigade, holding the Battles Zone
with H,Q. at TRMPLEUX QUARRIES,
From 25th to the end of the month
the line livened up comsiderably,
Each night there was a considera-
ble bombardment on fronts to our
flenk, On the 28th the enemy
raided & oot Bn, of the 66th
Division which had that day
taken over the Line in front of
us from the 13th Jiddlesex. The
raid was very creditsbly repulsed
with cesualties to the enemy
inoluding 2 unwounded prisoners,
ualties dur the month.

o WRE Woun le
acting as Brigade Intelligenoce
Officer on 19th February & died
at 0.0.8. st TINCOURT on 2lst
Februery. He had been with the
Bn since Sept.loth%as Intelli-
gence Officer had done very valuable
work.

Caguelties, Other Ranks =
1 Killed - 2 died
of wounds,

HONCURS, MILITARY CROSS =
2/LT D,¥,0,HAY =B Ooy.
BAR to MILITARY MiDAL
¥o 13042 L/Cpl W,T.BALL-

uoo..u.om L/8gt A.A FARRANT=
D 4

Ho 6697 Fte F.GRIFFIN -
B Coy.

o 14942 L/Cpl T,W.
DICKERBON = C Coy.

H. C. Co




Battalion situated in TEMPLWUX
Quaries and HARDY BANKS. 11 p.m.
heavy bombardment of Front Line,
and Battalion "SBtood to* during
enemy rald on EAST LANCS

at CARMINE Trench.

Battalion relieved by 6th
LANCASHIRE FUS. and marched to
HANCOURT in a blizzard.

Battalion in training at
HANCOURT concentrated chiefly
on Musketry and Platoon
exeroises. Erigsde All-round
efficienoy oompetition was
competed for but was unfinished.
Battalion found a few Working
partiecs,

“B* (Qoy. moved to VENDELLES for
attachment to 258th Tunnelling
Coy. R.Es.

Battile ponitions at HRESBECOURT
reconnoitred by C.0. 0,C.Coys.
8ignalling Officer and 1 additional
Officer per Company.

Battalion *"Stood to" at 5 am.
and went up to Battle positions
at HESBECOURT through rather a
heavy gms barrage and took up
dispositions as under in the
Redoubt Line,




The Bosche first appeared in
front of TRINITY at about

J p.m. but failed to make any
headway. The line was reinforced
by etragglers coming back from
the front.

HESBRCOURT was heavily shelled

up to about 2 p.m. also TRIPLE,
but the forward line was not
heavily shelled until about

2.30 p.m. when enemy dropped
5.9'8 into wire at TRINKRST,.

The night was quiet. "D" Coy. was
relieved by Cavalry and took up
position in WHITE CHALK TRENCH
between LIASTART and TRIPLE.

The enemy attacked TRINKET at

6 am. under cover of a thick

miet but did not take it until

it was antirely surrounded at
about llam. TRINITY was also
heavily engaged and were almost
cut off but were able to withdraw
down n shallow trench to TRIPLE,
Enemy also attacked LIABTART in
the mist and forced Cavalry to
withdraw thue exposing *D" Coys.
right flank and foroing them to
retire on to HESBECOURT Line.

The Bosche worked round their
right flank until he got on to the
high ground in the region of
HERVILLY Wood forcing "D" Coy.
back into line with Eattalion
HeQ. who had taken up a position
along the light rallway running
from HESHECOURT to HERVILLY.

A party was ment round and

took up a position on the High
ground in rear of HERVILLY Wood
preventing a further outflanking
movement on the part of the enemy.
At about 2 p.m. the position in
front of HESBECOURT became untenable
and the Battalion was withdrawn on
to the ROISEL - MONTIGNY Road
where a rear-gusard action was
fought by about 30 men on the
high ground to the §.W, of
HERVILLY temporarily checking
large numbers of the enemy,
advancing through HERVILLY and
HERVILLY Wood. This party then
retired fighting through the
Oreen line at BERNES (held by
24th Divisional Depot Battalion)
and concentrated at MERAUCOURT.
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The strength of the Battalion
wan found to ba about 120 rifles.

The Battalion marched off at 5 am.
and took up a position in a

thick mist at GUIBANCOURT
(arriving abeut 6 am). At 8 a.m.
orders were received to withdraw,
which order was carried out,
without engaging the enemy. The
73rd L.T.M.Battery was attached
to the Battalion.

The withdrawal was continued

to the River S0MME at FALVY where
the Battalion took up s position
forward of the bridge head. This
was only held for about an hour
when the Battalion was relieved
by the 72nd Inf. Bde. mnd retired
agroas the SOMME and marched to
MARCHELEPOT, but returned in the
afternoon to LICOURT.

Battalion marched off at 6 a.m.

to CHAULNES arriving about

730 and remained until 1 p.m.

when it was ordersd to take up

& position in front of PUSHAUX which
was reached at j p.m. and well
gconsolidated. PFatrols went forward
to PUNCHY and remained till dusk,
but touch was not cbtained with
enemy.

The Battalion was ordered forward
to counter-attack at DRESLINCOURT
and advanced at 8 am. and encountered
heavy machine gun fire just cutside
DRESLINCOURT and was unable to
advance further, but held the
ground until 2 p.m. when position
became untenable and orders

were given to withdraw to original
line taken up in the morning.
Owing to heavy casualties in
Officers it was found impossible
to reorganise on this line =0

the Dattalion was withdrawn behind
PUSBAUX where it was reorganised
and went forward again to originel
morning's line. fThis however
soon became untenable owing

to bodiea of the enemy working
round the flanks and the
Battalion withdrew fighting, and
formed a defensive flank benind
PUSRAUX. At dusk Battalion
withdrew to a prepared line about
400 yards in rear.




4,

Avpendix.

At 12,30 a.ms a further withdrawal
was ordered on to HALLU CHAULNES
line which was successfully
accomplishad. 200 reinforcementa
arrived from a Composite
Battalion.

At dawn Battalion was again
ordered to withdraw which order
was carried out successfully
without casuslties to an old
Trench line about 700 yards

in front of VRELY - ROUVROY Road
on a ridge overleoking
MEHARICOURT. The enemy ware
seen sivancing in force to
MEHARICOURT but on coming under
fire le withdrew to the Woods

in rear.

A patrol was pushed out to
WRHARICOURT and found no enemy in
the Village. The night was gquiet.

The enemy attacked at about

10 a.m. and succeeded in entering a
syntem of trenches on our right
and bombed down the trenches

held by "A® Coy. and 73rd L.T.M.B.
He was repeatedly driven back by
bayonet charges down the Trench
but wea wera unable to eject him
entirely as there were no bombe
available. Finally a block was
formed and some very good work was
done by "A® Coy's Lewis Guns in
holding this block. Iombs arrived
about 5 p.m. after which there was
little difficulty in holding the
snamy.

Orders were raceived to withdraw

to Brigade Support to the Valley
down which Railwny runs behind
VRELY and WARNILLERS which operation
was carried out about 3 a.m.

At about noon orders were received
to withdraw further on to the

CAIX = Lo QUESNAL line which was
completad by 1.30 p.m.

At 5 p.m. it was noticed that the
Enttalions on both flankas were
withdrawing, mo an Officer immediately
went to Brigade H.Q. to ascertain
the situation and found that orders
to withdraw had been issued but had
failed to reach the Battalion.
Agcordingly on immediate withdrawal
was carried out to VILLERB = aux -
HRABLES where the Brigada concentrated.
At about 7.30 p.m. the Brigade
formed up and procesded by march




route to CASTEL where
Battnlion bivouascked in the
BOIS de SENECAT arriving there
about 2 a.m.

Battalion marched off at about
2430 p.ms 8nd took up an outpost
line in front of Wood on the

high ground overlooking the

River between CASTRL and VOREUIL.
At 6 p.m. outposts were withdrawn
and Battalion marched to Billets
in THREZY - GLIMONT passing West of
BOIB de SENECAT and thence
through HAILLES.

At 5 n.m. Battalion took up a
position holding Bridge-heads at
BERTEAUCOURT and THENNES which
were relieved by 7th NORTHAMPTONS
at 5 p.m.

1 Bection wams sent to wateh
bridge at HAILLES at 10 am. but
was relieved at 3 p.m.

At 5 p.m. Battalion relieved
7th HORTHANTS in the position
held previous day.

A statement of the Casualties
sustained by the Battalion
during operations is attached.
A FNorrative of the Operations
carried out by the 73rd Infantry
Brigade from 21st March to

8th April 1918 is attached.




Enttalions Orders by
Captain C.V.NEWTON, M.C.
Commanding 9th Roynl Sussex ilegiment.

STRENGTH DCREASE.
CABUALTI RS,

ICRERB.

LED IN ACTION.

MAJOR J 7 «BANHAM . 2743.18.
2/LIBUT, E.C.REGAN. 21.3.38.
2/Lieut. A.W.00LDEN. 25.3.18.
2/LIEUT. A.W.BISHOP.

" E.L.HALL.

m

LIRUTLOL. MoV.BuHILL. D.B.0. M.C.
CAPTAIN A.V.ROWELL.

CAPTAIN A.W.COLLINGEOURNE. 23.3.1B.
CAPTAIN A.F.1AST.

LIEUT. P.J.SURRIDGE.

LIEUT.W.W.JOINS TONE-WILSON .
B=REKEErHrhedkbh,

2/LI1EUT. B.L.CHAPMAN.

2/LIEUT. H.C.LISBIVAN.

2/LIBUT. JMANN.
2/Lisut., K.0,CHICHYSTER.
2/LIEUT. J.0.HALLEY.
2/LIBUT. R.F.BULLBTT.
2/LI5UT. P.V.PULLINGHR.

2/LIEUT,. C.F.P.CLERIHEW. 22.3.18.
2/LI17UT. W.E.PALING. 22.3.18.

CAPTAIN N.E.YOUNG.

Hs Cu COLEMAN.
Captain & Adjutant.
for 0.0. 9th Roynl Sussex Regiment.




Buttalion Ordars by
Captain CuV. NETION, M.0.
Commanding 9th Hoynl Suseex Regiment.

No. 66.

To.4.08,

Pte. H. Barker.
Pte, F. Cola

Pte, O0.V.lope.
Pte. T. Hinch.
Pte. J. Bmith.
1./C. A. Jomeph.

HOUNDED XN AQTION.

Ople Ra Ashford.

L/Ce Dud.Buker.

Pte, H. Baggze.

L/Cs Ju Beeney,

Pte. T. Burchett.

Pte. N. Erown,

Cpl. E. Curter.

fgt. B. Derling.

Cpl. H. Denyer.

Pte. F. Powar.

Sgt. W. Felgnte.

Pte, F.C. Graimes.

Pte. A+ Guntripp.

Pte. F.B.Hnrdiman.

Sgt. V.C.Hnskell.

Pte. Newell.

Tte. ¥, Panraon.

rte. Facotk

Pta. Farnons.

Pte. Fenraon.

Pre, Hoborts. 26, 3.18.
Cple F.FP.B8ellya. 22.3.18.
Pte. J. Bummers. 27.3418.
Pte. G. Billence. 22.3.16.
Pte. G.D.Bulliivan. 24.3.18.
Pte. E.W.Smith. 25.3.18.
Pte. V.O.Wood. 27.3.18.

Pte. A. Copp .
Pte, 0. Dunkley.
WeT.Ball.

Attfield.
Abel.
Ashby.
Adsett.
Bungnrd.
Boorman.
Haldwin.
Baker.
Baldwin.
Bannatt.
Halday.




Pte. B. J. Hall.
Fte. F. Coombs.
Pte. F¥. Cheeseman.
U/L/Cpl. A.D. Collier.
Pte. F. Coota.
Cpl. L. Dancer.
Cpl. W. Ellis.
Cpl. H.G. Filmer.
Pte. W. Fratwell,
Pte. B. Fears.
Fte. W. Finch.
B. Fiddler.
R.H.Freeman.
Fenwicke.
Gardner,
Green.
Gardiner.
Goodman.
Harben.
Hood.
H.G, Halliday.
W. 8, Hatt,
T.J. Hill,
W. Howlett,
W. Judge.
Fod. Jewell.
Ha Mertin.
E. ¥Mageon.
W. Ferry.
C.0.Parker.
Pte. A, Preaneill.
J.F, Playford.
Pte. W. Pattinson.
Pte. W. Piggott.
L/C. A. Roua.
Pte. G. Rogars.
Pte. A. Rooker.
Pte. A, Btevenson.
Pte. A. Bwan.
Pte.J.C.9altmarsh.
Pie. A. Stace.
Pte. A.Btevenson.
Pte. J. Tomlinson.
Pte. 8. Vennell.
Pte. R. Wright.

H. C. COLEMAR.
Captain & Adjutant.
for 0.0. 9th Royal Sussex Regiment.

10th April 1918,




No. 68,
10.4.18,

Battalion Orders By
Captain C.V.HEWTON, M.C.
Commanding Y9th Royal Sussex Regiment.

BUALTIRES.

W.H.Cozens. 21.3.18.
A. David. 23,.3.18.
C.H.Page. 22.3.18.

WOUNDED IN ACTION.

A. Abrahams. 27.3.18.
R.D.Billings. M.
D. Buckman.

F. Burden.

J.8. Bourna.

B. Barden.

W. Boxall.

H. Burroughs.

H. Botting.

L. Bailey.
BeW.Cutting.

F. Cooper.

5. Cennon.

G.3. Collins.

F. Cooper. MM.
A. Dorman.

P.C. Bdwards.

Evershead,
French.
A.H.Freeman.
¥, Griffin.

F. Garton.
R. Boldfinch.
J.A. Gamea,
F. Holewall.
D. Hatcher.
G.W. Heaton.
W.Iseard.
A. Jones.
A. James.
W. Killick.
H. Knight.
A<Lindsay.
W. Mitchell.
F.C. Pestell.
VW.J.Poole.
H.H.Peskett. 21.3.18.
J. Hiochardeon. 25.3.18.
H. Richardeon. 25.3.18.
J. Russell. 23.3.18.
W.J. Surase. 21.3.18.
A. Standon. 22.3.18.
G. Slaughter. 23.3.18.
L. Btanding. 22.3.18.
. Stanbridge. 21.3.18.
Todman, MM. 25.3.18.
Tutt. 22.3.18.
Tillstone. «3+18.




Pto,
L/c.

Pta.

Pte.

Pte.

Pte.

Pte. Vickens. 25.3.18.

WOUNDED AND MISSBING.

W. Penrsey. 22.3.18.
H. Tomlinson. 22.3.18.

dur i

W. Barnett.
A+L.Crouch.
E. Cattell.
He. Dowling.
D. Ellis.
W. Henson.
W. Hollis.
Pte. A.0. Marsh,
Pte. J. Ueddings.
Pte. H. Randall.
Pte. H, Vickery.

DIRD OF WOUNDS .

265162. Cpl. ReM. Clybone. 23530
2192. Pte. W.J.Strong. 24.3.18.

H. C. COLMMAN
Captain & Adjutant.
for 0.C. 9th Royal Bussex Regiment.

10th April, 1918.




No. 68,
16.4.18.

Battalion Orders By
Captain C. V. NEWTON, M.CO.
Commanding 9th Royal Sussex Regimant.

STRENGTH DECREAOE.
CASUALTIRS.

"C" COMPANY.
KILLED IN ACTION.

H.8.Natchup.

¥. Dye.
F.i. Nicholls.

22.3.18.
2243.18,
21.3.18,

F.

8, Buchan,
AW, Cooper.

C.

A.B.Dickens.

Fa

Wida

C.
¥.

8.A. Humphress.

H.
J.
8.

W.H.

H.
J.

G.L.Mann.

H.8. Millem.
B.A.Hunday.
7.

.
C.
1ty
1
A
8.
.
E.
Ra

Drmr.
AB. Vickery.
E.8.

Pte.
Tta.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
ﬂ.ﬂ@ .
Pte.
Sgt.
Pte.
Pte.

Pe
He
w.

F.H.Booth.

6.%,Collins,

WOUNDED IN ACTION.

25.3.18.
25.3.18.
22.3.18.
22.3.18.
21.3.18.
23.3.18.
22.3.18.
21.3.18.
22.3.18.
21.3.18.
22.3.18,
22.31.18.
22.3.18.
20.3.18.
22.3.18.
25.3.18.
23.3.18.
2§.3.18.
22.3.18.

Andrewe.

Dunn.

Elliott.
oodman.
Goundry.
Godemark,

Hyman,
Hudson.
Hales,
Johnson.
King.
Millham.

H. Norris.
Parbery.
Palmer.

Poddleaden.

Rogera.
Ruler.
Sheppard.
-Stare
Stuart.
Z.Trussler.

DCH,
21.3.18,

Ward. 28.3.18.

22.3.18.
22.3.18.
25.3.18.
35.3.18.
27.3-18;
22.3.18.
22.3.18.
22.3.18.
22.3.18.
22.3.18.
22.3.18.
22.3.18.
22.3.18.

Anderson.
Beer.
Brown.
Beerman.
Haker.
Harker.
Block.
Hoothroyd.

Brown.
Campbell.
Coussensa.




”._.1.,.

21051,
10467,

mmomwmn
4048,
16624,
122082,
B208.

Pte.
Pte.
Pta.
Pte,
Pte.
Pta.
Pte.
Pte.
Cp.

T. Coney.
W.J. Cloall.
Cs Collina.
H. Cooper.

C. Chidwiock.
¢. Cowdroy,
F.L. Chapman,
k. Deakin.
E.C. Donevan.
T.W. Dickerson MM,
F. Davey.
H.J. Daxter.
A, Dufrield.
W.A. Eve.

Ce Fuller.

R. Faulkner.
R. Fenwicke.
h.W. Gibling.
F. Greenfield.
L.J. Garbutt.
W. Gaston.
C.F. Gurney,
H. Hatherall.
G. Hazeldon.
J. Hutaon.
GuH, Hillas,
C.V. Helter.

C. Hamnond.
Jarman.

V. Enights.
H. Lelliott.
Jucas.

Lea.

J.¥. Lee.

J. Leaves,

M. MeNally.

W.H.Martin,

J. Macey.

A.G.Milen.

HeE.Fullinger.

G.W.Pentecost.
R.Pain.
Pullan.
Rayner.
Rowlands.
Robinson.
Rozelaar,
Rudgley.
ftecle.
Stenning.

J« Driscoll. 22.3.18,

MISSIKG believed KILLED.
R. Costiock. 23.3.18.




MIBSING n__:.“_.:m period 21.3.18 - 3.4.18,

L/Ce R.H. Clarke. 22.3.18.
Pte., H. Smith.
Pte. G.B.. Sendall.
Cpl. J. Button.
FPte. J. Apiocknell.
Pte, J, Sillett.
Pte. A. Turner.
Pte. 5. Taylor.
Pte. G. Virtue,
Pte. J. Whitman.
Fte. G.H.Waller.
Pte. C. Webb.

Pte. F. Ward,

Pte. A. Watkins.

D W 8.

10527. L/C. A.J. Dell. DOM,
17647. Cpl. J. liyder.

12599. Pte. A. Trussler,
15874. Pte. R. Watson

H. C. COLIMAN.
Captain & Adjutant.
Tor 0.C. 9th RNoyal Sussex Regiment,

l0th April, 1914,




Battalions Orders by
Captain C. V. NEWTON, M.C.
Commanding Yth Roysl Sussex Regiment.

A.E. Balohin. “22.3.18.
G. ¥lackney. 21.3.10.
E. Hurrell. 22.3.18.
H.L.Martin. 21.3.18.
C. Radford. 21.3.18.
4. Stevens. 22.3.18.
C. Towler. 25.3.18.
F. Whitner. 21.3.18.

WOUNDED TH ACTION.

Abbott. 25.3.18.
Ancill. 22.3.18.
Burfield. 21.3.18.
Burley. 28.3.18.
Eurden. 22.3.18.
Haker. 22.3.18.
Hlakey. 21.3.18.
Clarke, 22.3.1B.
Orockett. 26,3.18.
Carter. 22,3.18,
« V. Dunkerley. «3.18.
H.7. Dewdney. 25.3.18.
F. Darnell. 23.3.18,
W. Ford. 22.3.18.
H. Gower. 22.3.18.
J. Gowen. 22.3.18.
¥. Gardner. 22.3.18.
W. Holden. 22.3.18.
U/L/Gpl. W.W.Hill. 25.3.18.
Pte. B,F. Juffas. 22.3.18.
Pte. J. Keys,. 22.3.16.
Pte. H. Kennard, 21.3.18.
Pte. G. Xnight. 21.3.18.
Pte. (. Ling. 21.3.18.
Pte. T. Lloyd. 2).3.18,
Pte, T.H.Mitten.
Pte. AJW. Mundy.
Pte. H. Mitohell.
Cpl. W. Pelling.
L/C. H. Pooley.
Pte. H, Paulgar.,
Pte. A.W, Perry.
Pte. J.G. Robinson.
U/1/Cpl. J. Ridley.
Pte. E. Rayner.
Pte, G. Rnines.
Pte. F. Smith,
Pte. J. Soutter.
8at. W. Skinner.
Pta., W. Banter.
Pte. AJl. Btraeter.
L/C. C. Shepheard.
Pte. B.0.Skinner.
T. Trevett.




NOUNDED IN ACTION.

Pte. H. Vowles. 21.3.18.
L/C. G. White. 21.3.18.
Fte. J.P, Weston. 22.3.18.
L/C. 8, "ilkinaon. 2§.3.18.
8gts B.A.7illisms. 27.3.18.
Bgt. F.C. Weaver. 23.3.18.
Pte. ¥. Weeke. 21.3.18.
Pte, WM. Woodhouse. 21.3.18,
10012. 21.3.18,

10819.
24370. .
Halecombe.
Larking.
F. Lavegrove.
R.D.J. Seal.

W. Bailley. M.
E. Burtenshaw.
W. F. Cooke.
A« Chambers.

« Canning.

Grevatt.
Harvey.
Hiddleton.
Wash.
Purser,
Saigeman.
Stoner.
8mith.
F.A. Smith.
8. Seeley.
G. Sharp.
Ge Smith.
AE. West.
He Wright.
15028, B. Ward.
22506, e Young.

s C. COLEMAM.
Captain & Adjutant.
for 0.C. 9th Royal Bussex Regiment.

10th April 1918.




9TE BATTALION, ROYAL SUSSEX REGIMREHT,

1918, Append ix
April FIELD

1lst Battalion was relieved from positions
held at 2ridgeheads at BERTEAUCOURT
and THERNES, hy 7th HORTHAMPTONS
and returned to billets in THEZY GLIMONT.

"B" COoy relieved 1 Ooy of 7th
lorthamptona in original position.
"3" Coy relieved forward Coy. (2md)

Battalion less "B" Coy marched off
to BOIS de GENTILLES at 5 am whore
1t bivounacked until 2 pm.

rejoined at 1.30 p.m. At 2 pm
Battalion went forward and took up
support positions in depth to

Z24th Divislonal Depot Eattallion in
front of B)IS de GLNTILLES on 8.W,
glde of AMIEES HDYE road

Battalion withdrew at 11 pm and
marched to billets in IONGEAU.

. Battalion met busses at 5 am and was
conveyed to SALEUX whera it entrained
at 7 pm, h |

4t 3 am troin arrived at G5T,VALERY
where Battalion had tea at CHURCH ARMY
Eut and went into billets mntil

2 pm when it proceeded by march

route to FRIVILLE (SOMME

Draft of 1 Offr. & 365 0 Re Jo
Battalion. .

Dey spent in reorganisation inspeotions
&

Lieut Col.W.R,CORRALL, M.C. assumed
command of Battallon

Intensive training partiounlar stress
being laid on the training of platoon

& seotion commanders

*houge' Parade 6.45 am - 7.15 am
Battalion Parade 2.0 am aiter which
latoon training til11 12.20 pm
reanised games, 2.0 - 5,30 pm.

All platoon commanders to keep a diary
of training.

Conference of all officers and N.0.0e
platoon commanders daily.




16th Battalion paraded at 11.10 pm and
marched to WOINCOURT

17th Battalion entrained at WOLNCOURT about
3 am and proceeded to FERNES, arrlving
about 11 am and detrained. Breakfasts
were served in a field outaide PERNES
after which Battalion marched to
LA OOMTE arriving about 4.30 p.m,

Parades under Company arrangemente
for kit inspeotions eta.

Training at LA COMTE. Voluntary Church
parade only, on Sunday,.

1l Platoon formed guard of honour to
M, CLEMENCEAU vieiting the ares.

Ceremonial parade at 9.0 am., Divisional
Band attended

Battalion paraded at 9 am to move to
LES BAREBIS ares. DBusses arrived about
11 am and Battalion embussed. Cyolist
orderly arrived with orders cancelling
move. Battalion debussed and returmeéd
to billets.

Battalion under orders to move, Paraded
at 3.0 pm and moved by lorriea to

LES BREBIS where orders wera received
for & Coye. of Battalion to go on in
the lorriee to MAROO wheve tuney were
billeted. 1 Ooy remained and occupied
billets at LES BREBIS.

(Itd.] 3.C.0.




HARRATIVE OF OFNRATIONS earried out by 73nd INFANTRY
PRICADR from 21st March to 8th April 1518,

The 73rd Infantry Brigade were located in billets
about EERNER on the 21st March 1918, In meccordanca
with orders a reconnaienance of a line of iadoubts
running North to Bouth on a line botween HRSHRCOURT
and VERMAND had been earried out and orders had been
issued to Units to the offect that in the case of
the ALARM being #iven, these redoubts would immediately
be ocoupied.

The noise of a heavy hostile bombardment wap
heard in the early hours of the 2let March and at
5.38 s.m, orders were received to man the Battle
Positions., Within half an hour Tfrom the receipt of
these orders, the 9th Royal SBussex Regiment,
7th Yorthamptonahi re Regiment and 13th Niddlesex Regiment
had moved from their billete to the occupation of the
line of Redoubts referred to above. All units were
in position by 7.30 a.m. Erigade H.Q. remained
established at BERNIS. The Units of this Nrigade were
not sericusly involved in the Tighting on the 21st
March with the exception of one outlying Company
of 9th Royal Sussex Regiment, who held a position
Esst of HESEUCOURT. Fairly savers casualties were
inourred from hostile shell fire,

On the morning of 22nd March the anemy continued
his attack end the situation on the flanks of the
Division began to get Yery acute. On the North the 9th
Roysl Sussex Resiment becnme involved in very savere
fighting and during the day were forced back through
HESDECOURT on to HERVILLY. One company was almost
entirely cut off, fighting to the last in their Redoubt
in accordance with Corps Commandexr's instructions
received 10 p.m. 2lst Warch, stating that the Line of
Redoubts were to be held at all costs. Brigade H.Q.
moved back to IANCOURT on the morning of the 22nd March
to make room for m Brigade of 66th Division who ceme
back from HERVILLY.

"hilot at HANCOURT orders were received, timed
12 noon stating that Unite of 24th Division would
withdraw fighting through the 50th Divieion who wers
then holding the VILLEVEGUR - BOUCLY Line and that the
73rd Infantry Brigade would concentrate at MEHAUCOURT.
Orders were issued to this effect and Brigade H.Q. moved
to MERAUCOURT. The "Details" of units of the Brigade
and the 73rd Lt T.M.Battery, as Infantry, were placed
in positions running 8.W. of VRAIGHES and HANCOURT
to give support, if it became necessary, to the above
withdrawal and to act as Alarm Outposts in case of
further enemy advance. By 6 p.m. the Brigads was
concentrated in MERAUCOURT and bivoumced West of the
Village. Jmergency Battle Positions, West of Outpoat
Line, were allotted to Units to be occupied in case
of necessity.




Barly morning of the 23jrd orders were received
for the Brigude to ocoupy the ORE'N LINE South of
River ONIONON, snd at 5 a.m. the Brigade was moving
to the occupation of the new positions. Brigade H.q.
was established at FLEZ and Units were disposed along
the front allotted. The 73rd Lt.T.M.Battery were
attached as Infantry to the 9th Roynl Sussex Regiment
who had suffered severe casualtiem in the previcus
two days fighting. about 9 a.m. 23rd Varch verbal
orders were received from a Divisional Staff Officer
to withdraw to positions Weat of the Hiver SOMME,
moving Wast via the Hridge at FALVY, which was to
be secured under Corps arrangements. The 9th Royal
fussex Hegiment and the 13jth Kiddlesex Regiment who
wars holding forward positione wers ordered to
withdraw graduslly providing their awn rearguards,
The 7th Northamptonshire Regiment in Bupport wera
ordered to remain in poeitions to cover withdrawal
of forward troopa.

The withdrawal was succesafully garried out the
9th Royel Regiment and 13th Middlesex Regimant
eressed the River without becoming engsged with the
enemy; the 7th Northamptonshire Regiment lscame
engaged in a bLrisk rearguard action, along with
other Units of the Division but eventually crossed
the River suocessfully after suffering some casualties.

Orders were originally received to concentrats
at MARCHELEPOT but subsequently verbal orders were
received to hold the high ground West of the SOWNE
in support to the Bth Division who were holding the
Bridgeheadas and River Line. Dispositions to effect
this were made end Brigade H.Q. established at
LICOURT. During the night 23/24th two companies of
the 13th Middlesex Hegiment were mt the request
of the B.0.C. 24th InTantry Brigade sent forward in
close support to 2nd Bn. Northamptonshire Regiment where
the situation was acute.

In the early morning of the 24th Warch orders were
received for the Brigade to withdraw and oconcentrate
at CHAULRES and Units wers ordered to commence movement
in accordance with this at 7 am,.

On arrival at CHAULEES the Brigade bivoumced
Bast of the town, and about 12 noon orders were
received to move forward and occupy defeneive
positions 8.B. of CHAULWES on a line FONCHETTE -
HYINCOURT LY PETIT. Dispositions were made to effect thie,
the 9th Roynl Bussex Regiment and 7th Northamptonshire
Regiment allotted the forward positions and 13th
Middlesex Regiment being kept in Reserve. Brigade H.Q.
moved to PUNCHY. The Brigade was not in action during
the 24th March, a very strong position was taken up
and patrols pushed forward to get touch with any
British Troops in front or with the enemy. Valuable
information was obteined of the situation regarding
British Troops in advance of our positions by these
patrols.

The G.8.0..24th Division issued verbal orders
sbout 1 am. 25th March to the effect that the Division




were to counter attack in the direction of

DRESLINCOURT in conjunction with the French 22nd
Division and to drive the enemy East of the SOMME.
Coniirmation by wire was received at 7 a.m. mand ordars
were issued to Units to move forward to positions

for ocounter attack on line CURCHY - DRESLINCOURT, 9th
Royal Bussex and 7th Northamptonshire Regiments in the
front line 13th Widdlesex Regiment in Reserve. An
officer of the Brigade Staff went to establish touch
with the French, but encounter great difficulty in
locating them and eventually when he did find them was
told that they were not intending to ocarry out the
proposed counter attack. Meanwhile the Brigade moving
up to positions ordered, encountered the enamy immediately
East and North East of CURCHY where he was in ocoupation
of DRESLINCOURT and the high ground H.E. of this
village; our troops came under heavy machine gun and
rifle fire and a fairly heavy artillery fire before
arriving in positions ordered. A brisk engagement at once
took place the enemy was pressing forward vigorously
and as the right flank of the Erigade (7th Northampton-
shire Regiment) was completely in the air a withdrawal
was deemed necessary and in oconjunction with the
Erigade on our left and the Prigade in Support, this
was oarried out on to the originsl line held before the
advance for the proposed counter-attamck. The 7th
Northamptonshire Regiment and 9th Royal Bussex Regiment
puf fered fairly severe casualties during this
engagement, Brigade H.Q. withdrew to PUNCHY and later to
HALLU = CHAULNES Road. Fighting continued throughout
the day, the situstion being very obscure. About 6 p.m.
our troops were driven out of PUZEAUX by a vigorous
attack supported by heavy artillery fire on the part

of the enemy. Our line was again re-sdjusted running
immediately Bast of PUNCHY, but ams this position was
realised {0 be quite impossible during daylight, a
consultation with the Brigades on the flanka and
Divieion was held, and it was decided to withdraw

to o 1ine HALLU - CHAULN®S during the night 25th/26th
and to give battle from this position.

#uring the night 700 all ranks, Reinforcements
from the XVIII Corps Reinforcement Camp joined the
Brigade and were absorbed by the three units to replace
casualties. Brigade H.Q. moved to CHILLY early morning
of the 26th March.

Newa was received about 7 a.m. 26th March from the
Arigade on our right that the enemy had penetrated their
right flank and as they were in danger of being
surrounded it was considered advisable to order a
fighting withdrawal., Orders were issued to units
to this effect, the line of withdrawal being via
CHILLY - MEHARICOURT and Division were informed of
action taken. A Divisionnl Btaff Officer met 5.G.C.
at MBHARICOURT and issued verbal orders that m pomition
would be taken up on the high ground Bast of WARVILLERS
on a line ROUVROY = VRELY. This line was reconnoitred
by Brigade Staff and the Units were collected at
WEHARICOURT and disposed in positions nlong above
line, where re-organisation was earried out and
dispositions in depth were made. 9Yth Hoyal Sussex
Regiment and 7th Northamptonshire Regiment were in the
front 1ine mand 13th Middlesex Regiment in support near




VARVILLERS. Brignde ji.{. were established at
WARVILLERS. Casualties were suffered by ull Unita
during thin withdrawal, the 13th Middlenex Regiment
covered the withdrawal of the remainder of the
brigade,

From n personal reconnaissance carried out by
B.0.0. 73rd Infantry Brigade the impression wne
gathered that the enemy hnd not followed up the
withdrawal in any force and that the village of
MEHARICOURT was not held by him; patrols were therefore
puched out in front and obtained valuable informstion
showing that MIARICOURT was not strongly held though
elements of the enemy were in ocoupation. FOUQURSCOURT
was strongly held by the enemy and come prisoners
were taken here. The enemy began operations against the
1ine held as above on the morning of the 27th and
incidental engagements took Place during the whole day
though our line was held in spite of very heavy looal
fighting. The Commanding Officer of the 9th Royul
Sussex Regiment was w ded and the 5 d in C d was
killed during the day. The 7th Northamptonshire Regiment
in eonjunction with the 12th Sherwood Foresters
carried out m local counter atteck with the bayonet
which wae entirely successful in its objeot, Two
companies of the 1jth Middlesex Regiment wera sent
forward to reinforce the 9th Royal Sussex Regiment one
of which was employed in a loonl counter attack under
the dirsetion of the C.0. 9th Royal Sussex Regiment
who wes hit during this partioular operation.

Towards evening the situntion become very critical
especially on the right of the Brigade, and on the
front of the Drigade on thé Right Flank and it was
decided to re-adjunt the line falling back to a new
popition yunning immediately East of VRELY -
WARVILLERS. Orders were issued to this effect the
13th Middlesex hegiment were instructed to hold
the frent line, additional Lewie and Viokers Guns being
allotted to them for this purpose. The 9th Royal
Suasex mnd 7th Northamptonshire Regimente who had
been engaged heavily all day were withdrawn into
support near a wood aitusted between WARVILLERS and
CAIX, Brigade H.Q. was estrblished heres nlamo.

On the morning of 28th inatant the enemy
continued his advance and fighting took place on the line
an above. Owing to a re-adjustment of the line on the
front of Division on the laft, ordered by Corps,
& number of troopa began to withdraw in m S8.W. direction
behind WARVILLERS leaving 13th Middlesex Regiment and
troops of the other Erigades of 24th Divieion rather in
the air. However, these troops were collected,
re=organised and sent back to the front which they
vaoated,

Later in the morning the continued pressure by the
enamy gradually forced our line back and the 13th
¥iddlesex Regiment withdrew in order fighting a
vigorous rearguard action covered by the 9th Hoyal
Sussex and 7th Northamptonshire Hegiments. The
mituntion at this period was very obscure, many
minor counter attacks were carried out, but the line
gradually was withdrawn to the wired line known




a8 the CAIX Line where ngain re-orgunisation was
carried out and troops disposed for the defence of
this position, touch being established with troopa
on flanks,

French troops were holding a line of posts
800 yards in rear of this position.

During the afternoon 20th March about 4,30 p.m. &
telephone mespage was received atating that the
French were withdrawing to a line FREBNOY - BEAUCOURT
which line they were to hold and the 24th Division
troops in front were to conform with this
withdrawal forthwith, moving West via MLZIERES to
VILLERSATX ERABLES where they would concentrate. Orders
to this effect were issued and the withdrawal was
comnenced, but owing to the rapid advance of the
enemy on the Southern flank and the time taken
in distributing the order to units a very diffioult
operation had to be carried out. The Brigade with-
drew through a very narrow gap which was rapidly
closing and were subjected to a good deal of M.G. fire
especlally from the Southern flank. However, about
8 p.m. the brigade was concentrated at VILLERS AUX
ERABLES, where verbal instructions were received
from Divisional Btaff to move vis cross country
route to CASTHL, ercssing the River AVRE at this
Pplace. Thig manceuvre was successfully ecarried
out and the Brigade arrived at CASTHL ubout midnight
and bivouaced for the night in the BOIS de SENECAT,
Brigade E.Q. being established at CASTEL. Barly
morning 29th March, 7th Northamptonshire Regiment were
ordered Torward to defend the bridge-head at
CASTEL and were disposed for this purposa. |

About 1 p.m. 29th March orders were received for the
Brigade to rdopt dispositions for the defence of the
River AVAR near CASTEL. The 9th Roynl Bussex
Regiment were sllotted the high ground 8.W. of CASTHL
end the 7th Northamptonshire Regiment leaving 1 ;
company in the position at QABTHL Bridge~head,
wers disposed on the high ground ¥,.W. of CABTEHL,
13th ¥iddlesex Regimen' being kept in Reserva.

About 6 p.m. further orders were received for the
Brigade to move to ocoupation of a line then under
construction between BRRTEAUCOURT - MESIENRS -
LONGEAU Road. Orders to this effsct were issued,
the 13th Middlesex Regiment and 9th Roynl Bussex
Regiment in the front positions and the 7th FHorth-
amptonshire Regiment being kept in Resarve. Brigade H.qQ.
moved to THEZY CLIMONT where the Reserve Battalion
was nleo located. On the JOth March the Brigade was
made responsible for holding the Fridge-Head at
THENNES and BERTEAUCOURT in addition, hence the Troops
were re-disposed to effect this. BSome oasualties
were suffered from shelling whilst the Brigade was
helding these positions. The 30th March passed without
notable incident, internal battalion reliefs weras
carried out in the evening. A relief of the Brigade
by the 24th Brigade, 8th Division was ordered and
then cancelled on the 30th Maroh.

Hews was received on the morning of the
31et March of an enemy attack developing on the high




20.

ground 5.8, of the River and the lrigade was at once
ordered to adopt Battle positions, but as the

attack did not develope seriously on our front normal
dispositions were moon afterwards resumed. The lst
Bn. Roynl Fusiliers of 17th Infantry Erigade, were
detailed to hold Bridge-head of HAILLES and placed
under command of 73rd Infantry Brigade in view of
this enemy attmck. 1st April passed without

notable inoident.

On the 2nd April the 1st Bn. Royel Fusiliers
wers relieved at HAYLILES by the 133ird French Division
and withdrawn to THEZY CLIMONT. Later in the day the
responeibility for the bridge-head at THENNES was
removed from the Hrigade the troops being withdrawm
to THREZY CLIMONT. Kothing of further interest
affecting the Brigade ocourred on this date.

On the 3rd April the responsibility for
holding the bridge-head at BERTEAUCOURT was taken
over by the 133rd French Division our garrison being
withdrawn. At 7.50 p.m orders received from Division
for the Brigade to concentrate in the BOIS DX
GENTELLES before duwn 4th in support to the right of
the 17th Infantry Brigade who were detailed to hold
a line BERTBAUCOURT - GENTHLLES. The elements of units
holding the forward posts were to remain in position
until 12 noon 4th April before withdrawal to rejoin
their units. Orders to this effect were issued.

On the morning of the 4th the above move was
carried out, Brigade H.Q. moving to ST NICOLAS. The
detail of the XAVIII Corps Reinforcement Battalion
left the Brig=ade on this date to rejoin their
respective Divisions.

The Battle Fositions B.R. of the EOIS DE GMNTELLES
were reconnoitred and dispositions made to adopt them
in case of alarm. Later in the day the enemy
activity made it neseccary for these positions to be
oocupied, orders for this ware issued and Units took
posts. The night 4th/5th was extremely wet and
the troops suffered severely from the exposure. On the
Sth April orders were received regarding the relief
of the 24th Division by the 58th Division. After
dusk Units of 73rd Infantry Brigade were ordered
to withdraw without relief and march to LONGRAU, from
where, at 5 a.m. 6th instant they embussed to SALEUX.
The Brigade remained bivousced in field all day the
6th instant and entrained for ST VALERY at 7 p.m.
arriving at 8T VALERY about 2 a.m. the 8th instant
from where they marched to billets in present area
later in the morning.

The cesualties of the Brigade in above
operations were as under -

9th Royal Sussex Regiment.

Killed.

Woundad.

Wounded and Missing.
Missing.

officern.




Officers.

Killed.
Wounded.
Missing.

Killed.
Wounded.
Misaing.

Killed.
Wounded.
Missing.

TOTAL for whole Brigade.

C. M. HIGBON.
Qaptain.
Brigade Major, 73rd Inf. Brigade.

H.Qes 73rd I.B.
11.4,18,




Battalion situated in Gellaxs
at 5,MAROC. Battalion moved up
at 8,30 p.m, to relieve 5xd
CAHADIAN MOUNTED RIFLES in
Bupport to HILL 70 SBegtor.

« WHITEMAN M.(0. orcss-posted
to 12th BHERWOOD FORLSTERS.

Relief complate 5.30 m.m.

Quiet tour. Battalion engaged on
Working parties - impraving fire
positions and L,0. positions,
Casualties 2 O,R's accidentally
wounded.

Battalion relisved 7th HORTHANTS

in Left Sub-sector from HEAVER
TRENOH to O0,B.1. "A" Coy. Right
Front - "C" Coy. Centre - "D"

coy. Lefi ¥ront - "B" goy. Support
in TOSH ALIEY. Bn.H.Q. LOCS TRENCH
Relief gomplete 11.5 p.m.

Iuter-Coy Reliefs. Bn.H.Q. took over
"B* Coys. quarters in TUSH ALIEY.

"B" Coy. moved to LOOS TRRENCH.
Oasualties 2 O.R's wounded,

Casualties Wounded O.R's 2 and
O,R.1 self inflicted.

“A" Coy relieved by Company of
13th MIDDLESEX Regt. and moved
to VILLAGE LINE relieving a Coy
of 7th NORTHANTS. Thisshortened
the Battalion frent to HUMBUG
ALLEY to 0,B.l. "B" Coy relisved
"D" Coy.

Casuaslties Wounded O.R.7 and O.R.
1 mocidentally injured.

"c® coy relieved by "A" Ooy.

Casualties Wounded O.,R. 2 and O.R.
1 socidentally injured.




Avpendix,

A quiet tour in the Lins.
Very little shelling except
lightning bombardments of
dmmps and selected Trench
targets by 7.7 om. Batteries.
Bettalion concentrated
on wiring and improving fire
positions especially wiring
in the Front line trench which
was held by day by snipers =nd
Observers at Posts at head of
C.Te and at night by Posts dug
in behind the Farados.
Aotive patrolling was kept up.

Battalion in Rest Billets at

LES BREBIS. Iiraining cerried

out under Company arrangements
though this was slightly interfered
with by Working parties having to
be found. Bathd were allotted

on the 19th. Armourers, Kit, and
other inspsctions were carried out.

Battalion had a practice "Stand
%o" moving off at dusk to
ascembly trenches. This was done
fairly satisfactorily.

Battelion relieved 7th HORTHANTB
in Right Bub-seotor, "C" Coy.
Right Front "D* Coy. Left Front
"B" Qoy. Bupport in LOOB. "A"
Qoy Reserve in VILLAGE LINE.
Battalion H.Q. at "HATCHRITS"
1008 subsequently moving to

8T« PATRICKS on 2Bth.

Casualties Wounded O.R.l.

2.Lieut. H.V. ALDER proceeded
to Bngland for transfer to
R.A.F. 2.Lieut.G.W. HAMMOND,
proceeded to England for
tranasfer t0 R.A.F. on 19th,

Vickers Cuns were withdrawn
from HYTHE TUNNEL snd L.G's.
substituted, Casialties O.R.1
wounded and O.R.1 acoidentally
injured.

Casualties 2.Lieut.F.H.BRAY
aoccidentally killed whilst
patrolling and Missing belleved
Killed O,R,1. Wounded O,R.1l.




Appendix,

"B* Coy relieved "D" Coy-
"A" Coy relieved "C" Coy.
Casualties Lieut.D,0.WESTALL
Wounded and O.R. 1 killed.

About 400 Gas projectors

fired on to Battalion Seotor

at about 11.45 p.m. and about
20 at 12,35 a.m. (1/6/18).
These were of lerge size and
produged a great oconcentration
of gas. Casualties were bather
heavy 21 0.R. in Killed and
wounded.

Aotive patrolling was kept up.
Lightning bombardments with
%.7 cm, batteries kept up
especially on HYTHE ALLEY and
Wor) in wiring,

re positiona and
digging in HUXIEY TRENCH.,
also oonsoclidating "Defences
of HYTHE TUNHEL.
The following Officers jolned
Battalion during the month.
2,Lieut . P, H.HILL on 17.5.18.
end 2,Lieut.G.A, WALPORD on 13.
B.18.

0] v/
m%ﬁ»%r!—i been
awarded decorations for gallantry
end devotion to duty during the
German Offensive on the BOMME.

o Dn,s,0
w.mms-m.m&.n.q.u.mﬂ.u.u.m. 0,,M,0.

Captain D,W,G.MAY, M.C.

Hilit Gross

Capb.A.V. BHELL, 2.Lieut.J,MANN,
2.Lieut.P,V,PULLLNGER. 2.Lieut.

D, FRASER. Lieut.H.H. L'ESTRANGE
attached 73rd L.T.W.BY.

2.Lieut, 5.HORBCROFT attached 24th
DeTulaBe

8.

14365 Pte. W, I1BSARD.
5427 corpl.0.J.BLIBS.
5985 Loe.Opl. A. PARKES.
5212 Pte. J. BOURME.




ont

27295 Qorpl. W.H. HADLEY.
8148 Pte. H. BAGGE.
18766 Pte. J.DUNK.

3065 Bergt.V.0. MASKRIL.
12725 Loe.Cpl.C. TAPLIN.
16762 Loe.Cpl. 8. WILKINSON.
13562 Pte. R.H. WERKS,
4197 Corpl. R. ASHFORD.
17658 CGorpl. ¥, PESTELL.
10024 Pte. E, PALEY.
69 Pte. O, LEIGHTON.

(1td) H.C.Ca




TH BATTALION ROYAL BUSEEX REGIMENT.

FIELD.

Battallon in the Line N. of LOOS.
A falrly quiet tour especially
towards the end, Work was chiefly
directed to filling front line
Trench with wire and digging saps
forward of Line of Resiastance to
provide fire poeltions.

A party of 50 OR under 2 Lieut.
R.HUDEON and 2 Lisut.C.W.MANFIELD
raided the enemy trenches at
HUMBUQ ALLEY - E. of PUITE 14 BIS.
Artillery, Trench Mortars and
Maohine Gune co-operated in the
raid which resulted in the
capiure of 2 Privatee of the

lat BAVARIAN Reserve Division.
Our casualtlies were 4 OR wounded
and 2 OR Missing, Operation Orders
for the Faid are attached.

Battalion relieved by 13th
MIDDLESEX Regiment and moved to
Billets at LES BREBIS.

Battalion in Reserve. Training
was carried out, especially Lewis
Gun Classes. Working parties
tock about two Companies daily.

Raiding party went to Canadian
Concert Party at CHATEAU de la
HAIE.

2 Lieut.S,HORECROFT MC transferred
to R.A.F. and proceeded to England.

Battalion relieved Tth
NORTHAMPIONSHIRE Regiment in the

Anneventful tour except for an
putbreak of influenza owing to which
5 Officers and about Z60 men were
nent to Hospltal,

Work was hindered by sickmess but
conglderable progress was made

in wiring in unocoupied part of
front line and also in digging

saps bo provide fire positions

in 1line of resistance.




Battalion was relieved by 13th
MIDDLESEX Fegiment and moved to
Reserve Blllets at LES BREBIS.

Lisut,Col.W.R.CORRALL MC proceeded
on leave to England, Major T.
FOSTER assumed command of the
Battalion.

2 Lieut.C.W.MANFIELD transferred

to R.AF.

About 12 Officers and all Signallers
attended a practice in sigmalling
o aeroplane by the Fopham Panel.
Practice was very successful.

Battalion relieved 7th NORTHAMPTONS HIRE
Regiment in the Line,

HONOURS.

HILITARY CROSE. Capt.A,.F.BEST. Capt.
T.HARRIE JUMC (attached). £ Lieut,
R.HUDEON (awarded for Raid on 3rd
June, )

Mantioned in Dispe tches,

apt.l. 2pt,N,E,YOURG.

2 Liout.i.c.LIESTHAN, Wo,18500 Pto.

?.L,HICHAN. ¥o,5985 Loe.Cpl,.A.
PARKES .
DISTIRGUISHED CONDUCT MEDAL,

NILITARY MEDAL. (Awarded for Raid
To,14848 Sorgt.K.0.NORMAN. No.7896
Loo.0pl.R.E.ETUART. No.80 Pte.
.8.LIGETFOOT,

H,C.COLENAN
Captain & Adjt.
for 0.C. 9th Royal Sussex Regiment.,

EECRET, 0,0.Fo,38.
. Gopy No.lS5,

OPERATION ORDEFE by Lisut.Col.W.R.CORRALL M.0.
for a Raid on ememy trenmches on night 3rd/4th
June 1918,

« OBJECT OF RAID. To obtain ldentification by eapturing
Hachine Oun poet known to be at H.28.d.25.20, also two
other poste about junction of HUMBUG ALLEY and HOOK
TRENCH, and in conjunotion with the Artillary, to
infliot losses on the enemy.




STRENOTH OF RAIDING PARTY. 2 Offilcers and 30 O.R.

' Fvided Inte Ehves groups of 10, ealled "Right",

"Centre" and "left" groupe respectively. The right
group will be commanded by 2/Iieut. F,HUDEON; the
oentre group by a sélected N,C,0., and the left group
by 2/Lieut.C.W.MANFIELD. 2/Lieut.HUDSON will be 0.C,
Raiding Party. In addition, two Lewis guns, esach
with a team of four men, £ sections of infantry will
be held in readiness in dugouts in AUGO TRENCH to
assist the maiding party should they get into
difficulties, (This latter para. 1s stbject to
alteration),

ZERO HOUR. This will be notified later. (Approx.

6.

b

ARTILLERY CO-OPEPATION, Arrangements have been made
Tor five batGerics (B0 guns) 18-pdra. to form a box
barrage at ZERO hour round the section to be raided,
as follows ! on HAKE ALLEY from junstion with enemy
front line, to a point H.268,4.20,70 - on trench in
H.26.d.central from HAKE ALLEY to BUMBUG ALLEY -

on HUMBUG ALLEY from junction at HARD TRENCH to
trensh junctions at H,28.d4,50.18. 1In addition a
barrage will be placed on HOUR TRENCH from junction
with HARD TRENCH to junction with FOG TRERCH, thence
along HUT TREWCH to a point H.52,b,70.84 and from that
point to fromt line at H.32.0.48.78 a battery of 4,5"
hows,. will also engage the following points (Tremch
Junctions) H.27.0.82.42: H.27.0.21,17; H.32.b.53.40
and H.32.b,90.65.

At ZERO minus 30 seconds, two batteries (12 guns)
18-pdr, will open with intense fire along trench
running south-weat, {rom H.28,d4,51.20 to H,32.b,.44.91.
One battery (6 guns) 18 pdr. will sweep with intense
fire enemy Srench from H.26.d4.15.26. to H,32.b.40.985.
One gun (18-pdr) on trench running back from enemy
front line at H.26.4.28.1% %o H,26.d4,50,20., and one
gun 1l8-pdr. on trench from H,28.4.28.13 to H,28.d4.50 20.

At ZERO these guns (20 gune) cease, and join box
barrage.

MEDTUM TREFCH MORTARE, The 6" T.M. (3 pguna) will at
ZET0 hour engage enemy machine guns at H.26.0.60.54

and H.2640.80.85.

STOKES (UNS. The Etokes guns at ZERO hour will put a
Barrage on enemy trenches from H,28.d,08.44 to
H.26.,0.30.60,

MACHINE GUNE. Arrangsments have been made with 0,0,
"A™ Coy. P4th Divl. Machine OGun Battn. to fire on the
following targeta:

4 guns searching HOUR TRENCH from junction at
enemy front line to function with HARD TRENCH.

4 guns sesrching on trench in H.26.d.central
from HAKE ALLEY to HUMBUG ALLEY.

2 guns searching HORSE ALLEY from H.E6.d.00.80
to H.26.b.20.10.

2 guns traversing western end of BOIE de QUATORZE.




2 guns searching HULLUCH TRENCH from junction
with HORSE ALLEY to BOIS de QUATORZE.

The slgnal for all barreges to cense will be
three red lights fired from Coy.H.Q. in HUMBUG ALLEY
at H.51.b.66.66. A message will also be sont by wire
to Brigade H,Q. Tor commnication to batteries. It
1s estimated the rald will be over at ZERO plus 10
minutes.

ASSEMBLY. Ralding party will assembly in HUMBUG ALLEY,
10 minutes before ZERO hour in the following order §-
Rlght group - cenktre group - left group. Head of
wn!..wwnw._um 10 yards short of trench junction at
H.32,b,14.98.

« DETAIL. The three groups will rush in at ZERO hour,

Blocking parties each of three men will be formed as
foellows :- For the right group at the trench junstion
H.52,b,40,95; Centre group at H,26.d.30.12. Left
group at H.26.d.18.25. On reaching the trench, the
right and left group will work left and right
respectively, the centre group outwards. The right
group will push cdown the trench rumning from
H.52,b.44.91. to H,26,d4,61.80 and clear up any
dugouts before working towards the centre group.

The pignal for withdirawal will be one green light
fired horiszontally by each group commander, FEach man
willl then {ind his own way back to our lines, vis
HUMBUG ALLEY. The signal for withdrawal will be
repeated by firing a rocket from the junotion of
HUMBUG ALLEY with HUBO TRENCH, followed by three
Very lightes in quick suscesaion, to enable mem to pick
up their direction.

‘[he two Lewis guns mentioned in para,.2., will take
up a position in HUMBUG ALLEY at about H.32,a.90,98.
Thess guns will only open fire in the event of the
ensmy attempting to outflank the r=aiding party. They
will not withdraw until the last of the ralding party
has returned, The order for withdrawal will be given
o tham by an officer, An Officer will be posted at
Junction of HUGO TRENCH and HUMBUG ALIEY, to count
the ralders as they come in, and direct them to
dugouts iln HUGO TRENCH where the roll will be called.
Prigoners will be taken to Coy.H.Q. in HUMBUG ALLEY,.

« DRESS. Boft caps, rifles, belts, bayonets and 20
rounds #.A.A. (10 rounde in magasine and 10 rounde in
trouser pockst). Each man will carry 4 bombs, 2 in each

bottom jacket pogkst. Armbands of white tracing tape
will be worn on the right arm above the elbow.

SYNCHRONIZATIOR OF WATCHES. Watches will be
synchronised a +0 P.m. &nd 9,30 p.m. on ZERO day,
from Brigade H.Q.

This oancels Operation Order Wo.36 dated 30/5/18.
H,C ,COLEMAN
Capt % AdjJt.

for Lieut.Col.
Commanding 8th Royal Sussex Reglment.

31/6/18




DISTRIBUTION.

Copy No. 1. To H.Q. 75rd Inf.Bde,
0.0. "A" Coy,
0.C. "B" Coy.
0.,0. "C" Coy.
0.C. "D" Coy.
2/Lieut. R. HUDEON.
2/Lieut. MANFIELD,
0.C. 7th NORTHANTS,
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(Bde) Heave Liaison Offiser.
126 Bde. R.F.A. Lialson Officer.
0s0s 24th M.G.Battn.
T3rd L.T.M.Batty.
0,C. 73rd Hedium T.M.Biy.
Commanding Offiger.
War Diary.
File.

ACKNOWLEDGE.

0.0. No.l5.
Copy No. 1.

OPERATICN ORDERS by Lieut.Colonel £,F.Stallard,
C.M.@., D.2,0. Commanding Left Group Artillery,

« OBJECT. A raid will be carried out on the 3rd June
by the Right Battalion for purpose of
capturing the Machine Gun Post at H.26.4.25.20
and two other posts about the junction of
AUMBUG ALLEY and HOOK TRENCH, and in
conjunction with the Artillery, to inflict
losses on the enamy,

Thie will be notified later (approx. 11.0 pm

The Batteries of the 4Bth, 126th, and 106th
Brigades R.F.A, will sct in sccordance with
TABLE "A" and diagram sttached.

The signal for withdrawal of Infantry will
be single green lights fired by Commanders of
Infantry Oroups.

The signal for all barrages to cease will be
three red lights fired from Company
Headquarters in HUMBUG ALLEY., This will be
confirmed by wire from this Office.

Watches will be synchronized at 7 p.m. and
10 pim. on the 3rd June at these H.Qrs.

W.TEELEY JONES
2/Lieut,
Stafr officer,
LEFT GROUP,
2nd June, 1918,




78rd INFANTRY BRIGADE ORDER NO.194,

Ref.sheet
36 C, N.W.3.
1/10,000.

1. A rald will be oarried out by the 8th Bn. Royal
Sugsex Regiment on night 3/4th June 1918 on the enemy
trenches at about H,28,d4,30,00,

e Detailed arrangements haye been drawn up by the
Officer Commanding, ©th Bn, Royal Enssex Regiment, A
copy of these orders i1s attached (to units marked = on
Distribution List only).

3. ZERO will Le notified later. Probable hour
11 p.m,

4. The Left Group of the 24th Divisional Artillery
will co-operate in the raid, Detalled arrangements have
been drawn up by Lt.Col.STALTAFD, C,M.G., D.E.0., F.F.A.
At ZERO minus 30 auaoﬁau the Artillery will fire
at intense rates on the area to be raided,
At ZERO hour a box barrage will be formed round
the raiding party.

-8 Medium T.M's, Stokes and Machine Guns will open
fire at ZERO hour on selected targets.

Ga The signal for all barrages to cease will be three
RED Very Lights fired from Company Headquarters in HUMBUG
ALLEY at H,31.b.56.65.

This will be confirmed by a PRIORITY wire to
Brigade Headquarters, Code word - NOW.

¥y by each of
the three Group Commanders. An Offigcer will be at the
Junotion of HUMBUG ALLEY and LUGO TRENCH, and, on seeing
the OREEN Very Lights will at once send up & Golden Rain
Rocket followed by three WHITE Very Lights in quick
susoesalon,

8. In the event of all the raiders not returning
within & reasonable peried three WHITE Very Lights will be
fired in quick suocession every ten minutes from the
Junction of HUMBUG ALLEY and HUGO TRENCH.

sation of Watoches.
cer will arrange for -

watohes to be uﬁuuu&nﬂ.uan at Right Battalion Headquarters
and Left Group Headquarters at 6 p.m. and 9,30 p.m, on the
3rd June 1918,

Representatives from the Medium T.M.Battery, 73nrd
Light ?.M.Battery and "A" Coy,, 24th M.G.Battn. should be
at Right Battalion Feadquarters at the above hours.




10. The follewing Code Words will be used between
Battalion and Brigade Headquarters i1=

Raiding party in position e ven aee

Ralding party all back e e sen

No identificaticns secured wen ven wes

Tumber of prisoners captured ... “es ses

Our Casunlties see ase e

11. On night 3/4th June rations eto. will mot arrive
at PRATT DUMP before 12 midnight.

1z, Ho working partiss will be out in the Brigada
area between 1l p.m. and 12 midnight on night 3/4th June
1518, Thie does not apply to parties working at HYTHE
TUNNEL and on FOBSE 7 Defences.

P,T nmmq,ﬂ.mw
. nnwsl >
Brigade Kajor, 7ird Infantry Brigede,

ISSUED AT 7 pem,

Copy No. 1. PFile,
Be auu. U_.mud..

"a" 24 Div.
24th Divl.Artillery.
« 17th Inf,Bde,
Ieft Flank Bde.
B5rd Aust.T.00¥.R.E,
8th Royal Bussex.
Tth Rorthamptons.
15th Middlesex.
73rd Light T.M.Battery.
126th Fd.Coy R.E.
% rd Fd.Asbulansce.
DsT«M.0,, 24th Div.
B,T,0., 75rd I,B, (for mction as -.om-unu
para 11.)
Lef't Group, 24th Divl.Art'y,
"A" Coy., 24th Bn, M.0.00rps.

o Coples of detailed scheme already sent to these
unita.




PIELD

Battalion in Right Sut-section,
ft Sector, Fill 70, Battalion
ie 8t, Patricks. kajor T.Woster

commanded Battalion in sbsence

of Lt, Col, W,R,Corrall on leave.

Draft of 20 O.H, from BASE,

These were bedly needed owing to 'the
large number of men in Hoepital |
with PJU .0, epidende.

Ghort hurricane bombardments on [\
front line and LOOG GRASSIER,
Little damnge.

Hannqnu!u!.ﬂ.uau.:nuliqunsuop.
out. !

1 Officer and 6 O.R. sent to Army
Rest Camp at AUDRESGELLES, Draft |
of B0 O.R. from Pase. A
CuaBel, BUTONER ¥.C,, D.C.K, To=
joined Dattalien from nd Battn,

About 200 5.9's in vieinity of
1008 shiefly on Battery Positions.

Tour of Inspection by COR'B
COMEANDER. He visited HYTHE
TUNFEL and the forward positioms held
by the Battalion.

Battalion relieved by 13th Middlepex
Regt. and moved to Reserve billets
in LES BREBIS,

Lieit, Col, W,R, CORHALL ¥.C, reje¢ined
Eattalion from Dase, f
Vieit by OGorps Commander., Fe inspected
Flatoon training, billets and cookers
and was very pleased with the Batialion
and the method in which the training
was carried out.

During the tour in reserve, Flatoon
training under ths direct supervision
of the Platoon Commander was carried
out, Firing on LX& BRERIS range,
Ipspections. Classes ete were also
detailed asch day. A good mllotment
of Daths was received enabling every
man in the Pattalion to have a Dath
and clean change of clothing.




Appendix.

A Gmoking Concert wae given by the
Gergeants in their Ness to which
all Officers were invited, A
very successful and enjoyable
evaning wae spent,

Hattalion relieved 7th Northsnpten-
ire Hegt. in Left Dub-Seotion
Battalion H.q., at PREVITE CASTLE,

A quiet tour during which a
considerable amcunt of work was
done. Co=operation with the Laft
Eattalion was plrced on s good
footing. During the tour ruses were
adopted by the Emttalion to deceive
ths enemy and put ths “wind up®

him, Active patrolling was carried
out. Our heavy artilisry was very
active on enemy back arsas,

Lt. Col, N,V.B, HILL, D,8.,0,, ¥,C,
rejoined from I
eomrand of the

Capt, G.i, SMACKEL X,0, rejoined
Baitalion mnd was posted to command
Je Company.

Battalion relieved by 13th Eiddlesex
Regt, and moved to billets in

Ll BREBIS and beecame Brigade
Raserve.

The day was devoted to BATHS, clean-
ing up and inspections. PFarty of 4C
O.ity and a few Officers visited 2Znd
Dattalion.Sports at NOEUX-LES-NIKES and
the 0.0, and 6 other officers dined
with Znd Battalion in the evening.

Training was carried out under
Platoon Comwanders.

started for Lewis Gunne

end young N,C,0s., Lieut, J,.E,
rejoined from sick leave.

R0, COLSMAN
Capt. & Adjutant,
for 0.0, Pth/Roynl Hussex Hegt.




9TH BATTALION, ROYAL SUSSEX REGIMENT,

Appendix,
FIBLD.

Battalion in Brigade Reserve at

LEG DRUPIS. 1 Company engaged on
working parties, remainder on
training.

'A' Compeny marched to MARQUEFFLES
Range for Firing Practice, Captain
G.R. Duffield was wounded by & blow-
baock from a defective rifle and
evacuated to C.C.3.

Day spent in plateon training, At
8.48 p.m, "IRAT PRAPARE FOR ACTIGH®
received. The wessuge "Test MAW
BATTLY POSIVIONS" was delayed and

not received till 10.4.p.m. The
Batislion turned ot in fighting kit
and moved Lo sssenbly poaitions olear
of LES BREBIS in vicinity of GRENAY-
NOYELLES T.ine. TFrom here 1 Officer
per Company and 2 0.R. platoon
were sent forward to Battle Company
HeQ. and from thers reported to Battle
Battalion H.Q. LENS ROAD REDOUBT.
The practice was earried out very
sucoessfully.

Battalion relieved 7Tth NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
Regimant in Right Sub,8ector.

A very quiet tour except for harassing
fire on LCOS and shelling at night of
HYTHE Yunnel. The chief work under-
taken was the siting of Battle
Positions for all L.G. and rifle
ssctions. Blocks and "etraight shoots"
were made in trenches leading to posts
and progress was made in wiring
defensive positions. On the 28th

the Brigade on our left raided the
enemy lines and captured 2 wounded
prisoners and a N.G. Several
casualties were inflioted on the ememy
whe removed his wounded moross the
open under cover of a Red Cross flag.
On the 10th a dummy raid was earried
out in the same area,

Hon.Lieut. & Quartermaster T,MARTIN
proceeded to nd, He had served
with the Battalion since it was first
formed in September 1914, first ss
0uQeMo8. of 'D' Campany then ms
R.Q.¥.B. and finally as Quartermaster.

Battalion relieved by 15th MIDDLESHX
Regiment and moved to billets at
LES BREBIS.




Lieut, 7.0, WIGOS rejoined the
Battalion and appointed Assistant
Adjutant.

Lieut, J.E. GALE also rejoihed and
posted te "C" Company.

Threes Companies were available sach
day for training, the other Company
being detailed for working parties.
Training st LES EREBIS was confined
to Platoon training but on two days
the Range at MARQUEFTT.EE was allotted
to the Battalion, muskeiry practice

practised. «0ele

24th Division inspected the Battalion

‘E special atitention to the

or; sation. On this day the Mine

w-w_.WMEn at LES BREBIS were heavily
alled.

Major J.C.D. BIRTWHISTLE was attached
to thae Battalion. Major T. FOSTER
agsuned command of Divisional
Reosption Camp at MAISNIL BOUCHE.
Battalion relieved 7th HORTHAMPTONSHIRE
Regiment in Left Sub.Sector LOOS.

Battalion relieved by 1/9th ROYAL

300T8, 15th Division and moved to
billets at BULLY GRENAY, D.Company
being billeted at CITE CALONNE.

Battalion relieved 8th ROYAL WEST KENT
Regiment in the line in front of LENS
with Battalion H.Q. in the Chateau

de RIAUMONT L . ‘The 8th ROYAL
WEST KINTS had taken over the line the
night before from the 20th Division.
This re-adjustment was rendered
necessary by the move forward in

front of ARRAS and consequent extension
of the front at that point. These two
reliefs were parried out very easily
and without casualties, Transport
Lines and Q.M. Stores remained at
BULLY ORENAY which was very inconvenient.

Bnemy artillery active at intervals
during early morning, otherwise a
quiet day.

A quiet day except for hostile shelling
during early morning. 3/Lieut.CHILDS
led a patrol of 'D' Coy. toward the
enemy posts at night. He looated a
post from which lights were sent up in
response to which enemy artillery
opensd fire.




Raid earried out by Battalion on
our left wie not sucoessful.

After dark 2/Lieut., CHILDS took

out 2 sections and estadlished posts

An enemy patrol was seen
but net sngaged. The 7th
WORTHAKPTONSHIRE Regiment an our right
attempted to ococupy GREEN CRASSIER but
failed owing to extrems darksmess and
the chstacles in position.

H.C. COLEMAN,
Gaoptain & Adjutant,
for 0.0, 9th Roynl Sussex Regiment.

4.9.1918.




Battalion in the line on western
outskirts of LENS., Information
was given by prisoners captured
by 7th Northamptonshire Regt,
that the 36th GERUAN Reserve
Divieion hesd evaouated LENS the
previous night leaving pioneers
to blow up dug oute, The line
to be held was said to bs the
OFPY-ERICOURT-VENDIN line.
FPatrols were pushed forward in
conjunction with 72nd Infentry
Brigade on left and a line of
posts wes esteblished on the

LA BASSXE Road. A readjust-
ment of Brigade dispositions
wae ocarried out st dusk and
the Battalion held the line as
follovws,

Front Coy, "B

Left Support Coy, "D"

Right Support Coy., "g"

Reserve Ooy. "A".

4 slight increase in enemy
activity was noticed. Petrole
found et the enemy withdrew
his forward posts by doy, but
that they were in position st
night., "B* Coy took over posie
tionp on the ORERN CRASSIER rrom
7th Yorthemptonshire Regiment,
Lisut, Q.B.Bdlington rejoined
Battalion and was posted to "A®
Coye

An uneventful day on our front.
72nd Brigads on left had several
encounters with the enemy.

Very active patrolling was
eurried out by three partiss
under 2/Lisut,?,CHEW, Lieut.

7. E.GALE and 2/Lieut.A.G.WALFCRD.
The following points were

reached = SALAD TR. (N.27.9.
gentrel), FOOSE 5, and LIS STATION.
None of the enemy wera enooun=
tered but o post wes located in
vieinity of ¥,21,a.1,2, The
patrol to SALAD TRENCH found a
seoction of the SCUTTISH RIVLES
who had been miseing for two days.
An artillery shoot was carried
out on front of Brigade on left,
followed by a gas operation,




September

4th, Lnemy shelled GREEN QRASSIER

otd, and posts on LA BASSEE Road
during morning. Mr, HARRY
LAUDER visited Battalion H.Q.
(Chateau de RIAUMONT) in order
to obtain a view of LENS.

During the night 4th/5th CITE
des GARENNES and vicinity was
heavily shelled with Nustard
Gas and Green X shells, The
Battalion had no casualiies
but 7th Bn, NHorthamptonshire
Regt suffered sbout 70
gasualties, A patrol under
2/Lieut, S,H,Gibbs met an
enemy patrol. Rifle shots
and Bombs were exchanged,

Two of our party were slightly
wounded. They ware taken
baok to our line and the patrol
then returned to the scene of
the fight in the hope of maet=
ing the enemy egein, They
waited for about 2 hours with-
out any result.

The Bettalion was relieved by
13th UIUDLESEX Reght and moved

to Support.

"A" Coy - BOIS de RIAUNONT

"B* and "C" Coys.= CITE DE CAUMONI
"D® Coy.= Vieinity of CRAZY FUOST.
Battn.,H..= QUARRY B,W, of

BOIB de '{IAUMQHNT.

GITE des CARENNES was not ooou=
pied owing to gas shelling on
5th, This locality was shelled
at intervals for several days
following the gas bombardment,
The 'TIMES' Correspondent visited
Battn.H,.q.

Battalion garried out Company
Training, Companies at CITE
de CAUMONT got through some

very useful work, The other 2
Goys., were restrioted to Lewis
Gun (lasses, lusketry and Bomb=
ing a8 they were in close support
to Front Hattalion,

Battalion I.q, and "D Coy

moved to OITE de ROLLENCOURT.

The vicinity of new billets was
shelled during the move and

2,0,R., were wounded, The shell=
ing continued steadily through

the night but no further casuale
ties were caused. Major.T.

Foster rejoined Bn. from Divisional
Reception Camp.




September
13th,

Offigers reconnoitred Hattle
Positions of Battalion in
Divisional Reserve and routes
forward from assembly positions.
Najor J.0.,D.Birtwhistle left
Bn, to join 12th North Stafford-
shire Regt., as 2HD in ocomuand.

Battalion ralieved by 13th
MIDDLESEX Regt, and bacame
Hattalion in Divisional Reserve
at MARQUEFFLES FARM.

The day was spent in cleaning
up and Baths, The range was
used in the morning and saveral
Officers attended a demonetra=
tion given by 17th Infantry
Brigade of go-operation betwaen
Infantry end Taenks,

Company Training. Special
attention was given to learning
formations for advaneing in open
fighting and to teaching the
princlples of fire and movement.

Coy. Treining. In the afterncon
a Taotical Schame without troops
was carried out under the di-
reotion of the 1,6,0. and was
attended by C.0. Adjutant, Coy.
Commanders and Signalling Offieer,
The Bn, played the Divisional
Train at football in the after=-
noon and won by 4 goals to mil.
The Divnl, Convert Party gave &
Coneert in the evaning.

Battalion paraded for Ceremoniel
prill, A lecture was given by
0.0. TANKS to all Officers and
N,0.0%a on the co=-operation
between Infantry and Tanks, The
BAND played at Sth Corps H.Q.
2/Lieut, D.FRASER,I,C. proceeded
to ®ngland for transfer to the
R.A.F. A telegram was received
from lst ARMY. H.Q., saying
German prisoners stated Cerman
withdrawal from LENS,

Training wes earried out under
Company arrangements. A tactical
soheme with Tanks was carried
out in afterncon to demonstrate
duties of infantry assisted by
Fanks, New Brigade Schame issued
in csse of enemy withdrawal.

The Bn, Played D.A.0. at footkall
in the afterncon and lost 1-2,

Battalion Route March in the
morning, The Divnl, Education




Officer gave & leoture in the
afternoon to all Officers and
50 men per Coy. Judging of
Transport in the (orps Competi-
tion held. This was attended
by the .0,

All Coys. on Range during the
day., The C.0. and Adjutant
regonnoitred the line during
the day, Battallon played
A,8,0. at football and won 3-1.
Lieut.A.G.A.VIDLIR.M.C. joined
Battalion and was posted to

"q% oy,

The Battalion weni intc line
relieving the 7th HORTHAUFTONe=
BHIHE REGT in the LENS SECTOR.
Right Brigade. A largerfrontage
was taken over making a 2 Coy.
front disposed as followal=

B, Goy. RIGHT FRONT

“c" Coy. LEFT FRONT,

© X RIGHET BUFPORT

BAR .0 LEFT SUFFORT.

BATIN H.Q. Constitution Hill.

Situation very guiet, Little
serial sotivity on both sides,
weather wet. During the past
waek the Battalion purchased
2137 War Bavings Certificates
at 15/6d., each,

Our Artillery very active during
the morning. Ocnsiderable aserial
aotivity during day.

Uxtremaly quiet day although
there was unusual aerisl activity.
Order regeived for feint attack
on 73.1,B, front, This was
gsncelled later, Night 25/26,
was observed as a silent night

by the Artillery.

72,1,8, order.le,.202, recelved
for feint amttamok on 24th Divisional
front to be oarried out during
the night 26/27, The Artillery
did & good deal of wire ocutting
during the day and the 72nd I.B,
raided enemy post at 1.8,4.5.4,
at 3,0 pu, Raid successful.

1 German 0fficer killed, & dug
out which sheltered Germans was
blown up and 11,0, ceptured,
Bnemy maghine Ilew very low
over our lines end was engaged

by A.A and J.G, fire which
succeeded in driving it off,
Inter Coy, reliefs as follows




took place at dusk. Disposi-
tions after relief.

"D" Goy Right Front.

"A" Coy Left Front

"B% Coy Right Bupport

"c* oy Loft Bupport.

Feint atteck carried out ZHRO
being 5.5 AM, Heawy Artillery

& 6" Newtons bombarded selected
points on whole Div, Front

from ZFRO to ZERO plus 10 minutes,
At ZERQ plus 30 minutes c¢ol=-
oured lights were fired and from
ZERO plusm 30 to wwzu 40 m oreep=
ing barrage of 1

sglected areas.

+ 55 normal Artillery aotivity
was resumed. The enemy did

not retaliate very much., The
usual Artillery and Aerial
activity during the day.

At sbout 4.10.A.H. enemy raided
one of "D" Coye post capturing

1 man and wounding 2 othera and
also teking the Lewip Gun., This
post gava a good account of
thenselves hut the enemy were

too strong and bombed very freely
getting dirsct hits on the post,
Casualtica, 2.0,A. Wounded and
l.Missing, Artillery amctive at
night. The 12th KR.R.C.
carried cit & reid on our right.
Orders recaived for move of
Battalion and relief by Jth
LOIDOY Regt. on night of 30/3lst.

%neny planes active over our

line during the morning., Fatrols
out during night but nothing was
seen or hesrd of the enemy.

Relief Orders and entraining orders
for Oot,1,1918 were issued,

Battalion relisved by 9th LONDON
Regt, and proceeded to SOUCHEZ
from whenee the Battalion waa
conveyed to COUFIGHY huts by
lgtor busses, Ocod relief - mo
capualtien, This relief was
prelirinary to the transfer of
the 24th Divieion to the 3rd
AREY = DOULLENS Area,

WATRD,

..wa._..mwﬁm Pte,W.0AMFLIN "A" Coy.
uwarded the 11,1, for good patrol
work doing particularly well,
although wounded,

H.C, COLMMAN, Captain & Adjutant,
Dotober 4.1918, for 0,0, 9Yth Royal Sussex Regt.
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1918. Appandic,
Qotober  FIELD

lst Battallon under orders to proceed
to MONDICOURT and stationed at
COUPIGNY HUTS near HER3IN. COUPIGNY
HUTS were left mbout 1 p.m and
the Baettalion entrained at HERSIN
leaving about £.40 p.m, MONDICOURD
wes reached just after 9.20 p.m.
Billets for the Battalion wers
located close to the detraining
station. The 24th Division was
located in this area bolng
transferred to the 3rd Army.

Battalion at MOMDICOURT. These
three days were spent in oleaning
up, Baths, Kit inspectionsa ata.
Training was carried omt and
included a Battalion Scheme which
took place on the 4th and involved
the genoral principlsa of
succoesful attack ete. Orders
wers roceived on the 4th for the
transfer of the 1/3FED Infantry
Brigade Group to the FEEMICOURT.-
HERMIES, Area on the 6th inst
and advanoce parties nnder Lieut.
P, W. CHAPUAN prooceeded to the new
area accoriingly.

The Transport of the 73xd Brigasde
Group moved by march route to
MQEUVRES, halting night 5/6
Uotober at BOISLEUX-AU-MONT.

4 Company Commanders conference was
held by the 0.0 d4n the evening at
H.QJ.Mess.followed by a meeting of
all 0fficers.

Battalion under orders to proceed to
IVII Corps AREA and left MONDICOURT
about 2 p.m and detrained at
HERMIES. The Battalion then
proceeded by March route to camp

of bivouace just E. of MOKUVRES
arriving at about 9 pm. Night 6/7th
was spent hers. The 24th Division,
in operations commencing 8th inst,
was to be in smupport of the G63HD
Divieion and to be ready to pass
through if needed.

Battalion moved at 5 p.m to oamp

in L,I. just S.W. of OANTAING. Hare
bivouacs were erected end the 190th
Infantry Brigade (63HD Division)
relieved. Brigade moVe completed
by 8 p.m. The 3.G.0,Battalion

and Coy.Commanders reconnoitred area
through which Brigade would probably
asg. <The night 7/6th was speant at
mw; camp.




1918.
Ootober

Bth

The 63RD Division captured HIERGHIES
by 8 A.M. At 2 pm 73RD Inf.Brigade
moved forward and goncentrated B. of
CANAL de ST,.QUBNTIN in G.7 and G.B.
Batt.H.Q were established in & dugout
3. of HOYELLES. Four casuslties from
shell fire, all wounded, were
suffered hers. Otherwise the move
waa gompleted without incident.

The 7EHD Inf.Brigade attacked at

5=-20 am and puehed forwamnd to their
final objeotives supported by a
heavy artillery barrage. AWOINOT

and Bailway to the B, wers oaptured.
The Bagttalion in conjunction with

the rest of the Bde. moved forward
at 6 am in close support of the 72
I.Bde. The Battalion was leading
with the 7th Northamptona in support
and the 13th Middlesex in reserve.
Iwo Stokes GCune moved forward with the
Battalion which was also accompaniad
by the 'Fighting' portion of the 1lst
line Transport. Two sections 'A' Ooy
24th ¥.G,C, algo moveld forward in
eloge support of the Battalion.

The Battalion moved forward by the
way of AUMILLY due N.E through
NIERGHIBES to AWOINGT whore the leading
Battalion held the iine of the
Railwey relioving the 72HD I.Bda.

The Battalion was then ordered to move
forward and occupy CAURJIR which had
been reported clear of the enemy

by cevelry. The Brigade wers to
occupy the general lins CAUROIR -
CAGHOACLES, Leading troops of the
Battalion crossed CAMBRAL - CAUDRY
Road. a8t 11 am and met slight W.G.
opposition from outskirte of CAURDIR.
patt,H.Q, established in gellar near
junotion of CAMBRAI-LE CATEAU and
AWOINGT - CAUROIR Rosd.H.Q ocsme under
fire here and muffered oasualties.

1 runner being killed. Orders wers
issued by B.G.0 for attack on
CAGNONCLES, the Battalion having to
move through CAUROIR and attaclk snemy
pogitions to the E. of. the willage.
By 6 pm advanced troops of Battallon
had reached Oemetery E. of CAURIIR.
Casualties very slight. Orders were
received for advance to We contimued
at 5 A.M on the 10th. Captain C.E.
Goad M.0. rejoined Battn.(at Divnl.
Reoeption Camp) from 6 months tour of
duty in England




At dawn the artillery barrage opened
and at 5 s.m. the advanoce was

resumed with the Battalion on the rignt,
7th lorthamptons on the leoft, 13th
Middlesex in Support. Ho opposition
was encountered in the early stapss

of the advence. Cavalry reported

RIEUX olsar of the enemy but high
ground Horth of AVHSNES-les-AUBRRT
strongly held by the enemy. At 9,35 a.o
the 13th Middlesex pmssed through the
two leading Battallons and wes

directed on AVESHES and RIEUX, By 1 pm
infantry patrols were east of these

two villages. In pushing forward in
support Batt.H.Q and Coys. ocame under
shell fire mnd had ocasualtiss. Lisut.l.E.
PAUL being wounded, 1 HuQ. mmnnar
killed andl several wounded. Cover was
obtained in sunken road between AVESNES-
lee AUBEEY and BIZFVILLERS. Soon after
Bn,H.Q were ostablished in oellars
olose by. lieanwhile at 4.45 13th
4iddlesex moved forward to Dnﬁmw high
ground H. of AVESNZ8-les-AUBERT and 1
Goy. of the Battalion were placed

at the disposal of the 0.0. 13th
Kiddlesex,to support his left flanw.

Ay 8 pm edvanoced troope of Battalion
bod reached western outskirte of S5t AUBERT.
orders were lesued for 13th Middlesex

to hold hizh ground during the night

end thet the 17th I.Bde would pmss
through the 73rxd I,Bde at dawn and
rapumeé the advansce, The Battalilon
remained in its positlons during the
night.

BEarly in the morming ordera were
reenived that all Units would ramain in
their present positions until the

17th 1.B8de had reached the line
VILLERS-en-CAUCHIEZ3- ST.AUBERT when they
would be ordered to withdraw to billets
in RIBUX and AVESHES-les-AUBERI.
Instructions were received for the
Brigade to bs withdrawn to Heserve.
Acoordingly all forward troops were
withdrawn nnd the Battslion billeted

in AVESHES-les-AUBERT. Battn.H.l.moved

forward frow its previous position

to AVESNES- les-AUBZRT. The advance
of the 17th 1.B3de - was held up by
strong ensmy opposition und during

the night the onemy offected his
withdrawal to the lino of the SELLE
Fver olosely followed by tho 17th.1.3.




4.

Appond ix.

Battalion at AVESHE3-les-iUBZRI, Rear
H.4 and G.M.5tores rejoinesd Battallon
and billets wera ocoupied by the

whole Battalion in AVESHES. The day
was spent in sleep, oleaning up astio.
and a conference of Commending Cfficera
was held at Bde H.Q at § p.m. Ordera
were rsceived from Divielon that the
17th Bde, would attack to capture high
ground B.of SELLE River at 9.0 am

on the 13th and that 73RD I.B. coming
“.BM"WEE.: weras to meintain close

0

Battalion at AVESIE3-lem-aUBZRT. It
wap understood that the Bde., would be
m,a_ﬁpu-» to pass through and capture

ground B. of HAUSSI.
2/Lieuts . A.DICKER and 2/Liout.E.C.
SARGZHT joined Hattalion to-day

The whola Drigade was concenirated

in the AVES{E3-les~AUBERT area as Bde

in Support. The B.G.C held confersnoe

of Commanding 0fficers with regard

to intsnded attagk. Orders were

now roceived that the 24th Divielon

wonld be relieved by the 19th Division.

Total omsualties to date wore

determined as followa:-

officers. Liout.J.B.PAUL (8ignalling
ser). Wounded. 10.10,18, £/Lient.

G.A. WALFORD. Aounded (GAS).

O4R, Killed. 6. Died of Wonnds 4.

Tounded in Action 33. Wounded in

Aotion (GAS) £Ba

During those two days generai training
was oarried out inelwding the prastice
of the Intended attack on MAILSIH
BLANCHE, Orders wers recaived for
the rellef of the 24th Divislon and
the move of the 73RD I.B. to CAURIR
on the 17th. Billleting party under
Liout.0.ZINNEIR proceaded to OAURIIR.

At 2.0 pm, the Battalion moved by
march route to CAURDIR arriving at
3.30 pme Bde.H,le Were also located
at CAURDIR.

pattalion at CAUROIR, The period was
gpent in tralning and reorsation.

Iewie Cun and H,C.08 classes were

held and recreational training took
planoe in the afternoons. Seweral
conoerts were given in the ovenings

by different concert parties. A Brigade
church pervice was hold on Sunday.

20th and attended by 200 man per
Battalion. Liouwt.H.G.7ELdaK HO,.
rajoined Battalilon from six montha tour
of duty and was posted to 'C' Coy.
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On the 23rd a 'HALL HUNT' was ocarried
out in the vicinity of billets and
resulted in the colleotion of over
80 1bs. of mailss JFootball matohes
egainat Brigade and other Battallons
waere played during this perlod.

A Battalion Schems was carrisd out
this morning by "A','E' and 'D' Coye.
Stokes Mortars co-operated with 'B
Coy. The general idea waa to
illustrate the enveloping of a strong
point which is holding up an mdvance.
Hotification was roceived that the
24th Division womld be regquired

to relieve the Support Division at
an early date. Arrangements were
a”n. for the dumping of esurplue kits
eto.

Advance parties left for HAUSSY-
EONTRECOULT Arem at § A.M. this
morning. The 73 I.Bde,Group moved

to HAUSSY. Reveille 5 A,H. Breakfast
6 A.M, Battalion paraded at 7.40 e.m
and procseded by march route via
AVESHES-1e8-AUBERT and ST.AUBEZRT to
HaUsSY.arriving at 12.15 p.m.
Battalion rested during the afternoon.
Lieut.0.H.DUDENE rejoined Battalion
from six monthe tour of duty in England.

Battalion at HAUSSY. During this
period training was carried out

inglud ing Battellon wad Company
Schemes. 0(n Sunday 27th a Brigads
churah Service was held and attanded
by Battalions. After the service

a March past took place the B.G.C.
taking the salute. On Tuesday 29th
the Brigade Sports were held in the
afternoon and attended by most
officers of the Battalion, which had
a good rumber of entries in the
various oventa. On the 31t a Brigade
Scheme was osrried out in the mornings
'E' Qoy. represented the enemy. Ine
73 I.Bde were attacking high ground
E. of HAUSSY. The attack was made a8
realistioc as possible, imitation tanks
being used. The 7th Horthamptonshire
Regt. and 13th Middlesax Regt. opensd
the attack, the Battalion (4,0 snd D
Coye.)| psssing through and socuring
the final objesctives.
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élst It was understood that the 73RD Inf.

Bde w
for t

ould shortly be leaving HAUSSY
he forwerd area.

U0.19148 Fto.W.A.dYDE, "A' Company,

a H.Q

.Yunner, was awarded the

MILITARY MEDAL for devotion to duty

and g
of 8t
T3HD

Opera

allantry during the cperations
h - 14th inet.

Infentry Brigade Summary of
tione October 5th - Tth is

attached (to origimsl copy of Wer Diary

only)

H,0. COLBMAN
Qaptain & Adjutant

for 0.0,9th Foyal Sussex Regiment.

Headquarters 73rd, Inf, Bde.
No.. B.M, 97,
27. 10, 18.

Ref. Maps. QCTOBER 6th to OCIOBER 17th 1918,

QCTOBER 6th. 2.

The Transport of the 73rd Infantry
Brigade Group, which included 1£9th
¥ield Company R,B., 73rd Flold Ambulance,
197th Company A.8.0., and "A" Company,
24th Battalion W.G.C0orps, moved by march
route to MOEUVAES, halting night 5th/8th
Oetober at BOISLIUX AU MONT.

reresonzgl of 73rd Infantry Brigadas
Group proceeded by train to XVII Corps
Arsa detraining at HAHMIES and
FEEMICOURT. Unite sccommodated in
bivouacs night 6th/7th October in
Staging Area "D" (just East of MOEUVRES).

Divisionsl Commander held conference
and ontliced rola of 24th Divisiorn in
operations commenoing on 8th Instant.

24th Divieion was to be in support
to 68rd Division and be ready to pass
through and follow up the enemy if he
withdrew.




OUCTOBER 7th. 3. Moved intoc bivomsos in Staging Area
"g" (just 9.W. of CANTAING) ralieving
190th Infentry Brigade (63rd Division).
Hove completed by 8 p.m.

B.G.C., Battalion and Company
Commanders reconnoitred area through
which the Brigade would probably be
ordered to pass.

OCTUBER 8th. 4. 63rd Division a%tacksi and captured
HIERGNI®S and by 8 a.m. 72nd Infaniry
Brigade was conocentrated juet N.W.
of RUMILLY,

Later in day 72nd Infantry Brigade
ordered to relieve 63rd Divieion,

At 2 p.m. Tdrd Infantry Brigade
and "A" Company 24th Bn. H.G.Corps
moved forward and concentreted East
of CANAL DE ST QUBSTIN in G.7. and
G.8. Conoentration completed by
8 p.m. without iIneident.

« Orders received from Division that
72nd Infentiry Brignde was to attack at
06.70 hours 9th ins tant and capture
AWOLNGT amd line of rallway just

EEeti of it, forming a defensive flank
facing CAMBRAL.  73rd Infantry
Brigade to keep in close touch with
72nd Infantry Bde.and be prepared to
go through 78nd Inf. Bde. and capture
GAURDIR., Latter operation not to take
place uatil ordered by 24th Division.
72od and 73md Infantry Brigade
Hesdguarters both satablished in QUARHY
at MT.3UR L'OEUVEE. .

OCTOBFR 9th. 6. At 05.20 hours ?2nd Infantry Brigede
attaoked supported by & heavy
artillery barrags, and meeting wilh
ne opposition pushed forward to their
£inal objcetires on the Rallway Sast
of AWOINGT.

75rd Infantry Brigade started
moving forward et 06.00 hours in
olose support to 72nd Inf. Brigade
with 9th 3n. Boyal Sussex Regiment
lending, 7th Bd. Northamptonshire
Rogiment in support and 13th Bu.
iiddlesex Reglment in reserve.

Two Stokes Guns moved forward with
9th Bn Foyal Sussex Regiment and two
with 7th Bn. Horthamptonshire
Regiment, Battery H.Q romaining with
Brigade H.J. "Fighting' portions of
18t Line Trensport mcpompsnied thelr
own units.

Two Seotions "A" Company 24th BEn.
M.G.0orps moved forward in rear of
9th Bn, Royal Sussex Regimant ready to
assist 9th Bn. Royal Sussex Reglmet
gnd Tth Bn. Horthamptonshire Regiment
when regquired. kemainder of Company
moved with Brigade Headquarters.




Two Oompanies XVII Oorps Oyclista under comman
5, 6.0, 73rd Infantry Brigade at RUMILLY weras uw!.mnon
at 15 minmtes notice from ZERD hour onwards,

Brigade Headquarters moved at 6.45 a.m. to sbomt
1 mile 8.W. of HIERGNIES.

On finding 72nd Infantry Brigade were meating with
no opposition, B.G.0. rods forward to ascertain plans
of B.G.0. 72nd Inf, Bde. On learning that B.0,0.
72pnd Inf. Bde 414 not consider i1t mdvienble to push
on himself owing to the extent of frunt his EBattalions
were on and disorganisation owing to the attiack, B.G.0.
deoided to push through without awalting orders.
Division notified to thie affeot at 09.30 hours.
Verbal instructions were iseued to battalion commanders
as follows -

Lesding Battalion to line of Rallway.

Support Battalion to Just N.W. of AWOINOT.
Reserve Battalion to follow Support Batin.
The Cyelist Bettn.wes directed on CAUROIR.

Brigade H(Q. moved to SHRINE Just S.E. of HIBRGHIRS,
and after short halt, to Ballway Bridge just I.E.
of AWOINGT,

7. At 12,00 houra orders recsived from Division that
75rd Infantry Brigade with Corps Cyelist Bn., 1 trocp
of 6 Dragoon Ouards, 2 companies iachine Guns, 2
Ssotions 104th Fiold Coy.R.B. and 56tn and 18iet Bdes.
R.F.A. under Brigadier Senmeral CULLIN3 to form advance
guard and push forward at onoe to the genaral line
GAURDIR - CAGNONOLES, 6th Dragoon (mards, less
1 troep, to act as Jorps Cavelry on fnstrugtions
issued direot.

8. On reseipt of these orders 9th Bn.Royal Sussex
Regiment, who were io positlon just EBast of NIERGHIES
at 09,456 hours, ordered to move forwerd and oooupy
CAUROIR whiech at 10,30 hours was reported by Cavalry
a8 being free of enemy.

7th Sn. Horthamptonshire Regiment ordered to
follow et dietanes of 1500 yards and 13th Bn.Middlesex
Regiment 2000 yards behind them. Leading troops
9th Bn., Royal Sussex Regiment orogssed CAWBRAIL - CAUDERY
ford at 11.00 hours and at 12.10 hours patrols
approsching S.W. ontskirts of CAURIR met with slight
H.G. oppoeition from the Smnken Hosd just South of
QAUR0IR. In towch with Guards Division on right mt
not with Cansdians on left, who at 12.15 houra were
reported to have satablished & line of posts along
the Zastern outskirts of CAMBRAL.

At 13.00 hours 7th Bn. llorthemptonshire Regt.
wers concentrated at B.19.d. Just H.W. of AWOINGT, and
15th Bn.Middlesex Regiment about 500 yarde due West of

AWOINGT.

9, At 13.45 hours orders wers iseued by B2.6.0.
787d Infantry Brigede for following attack to be
carrisd out at 16.15 houTs.

In gonjunotion with Ousrds Divislon who Wers
attacking CARNIERES, 9th Foyal Susasx Hegimet to
pivet on their goutherm flank, move through CAUROIR
and attagk enemy positions on the spur in 17.8.
(500 yards East of the villege).




7th Bn. Horthamptonshire HRegiment to attack
CAGHOHNCLES from the South West, at the same time
moving along the spur in B.9., 1 troop 6th Dragoon
Guarde being ordered to protect their loft flank.

AVII Corps Oyclist were to take uwp positions
on the high ground Hast of CAMBRAI Statlon to
proteat rear and Horthorn flank of the 7th En.
Horthamptonshire Regiment, wetohing the Hast exits
of CAMBRAI which had not boon reported ole ar of enemy,
Un gaining touch with Cansdisns Bast of GAMBRAIL
they were to move along the HAVES Road and ocover
the left flank of the Brigade.

Attack was postponed until 16.30 hours to
onable 7th Bn. Northawmptonshire Regiment to get
into their assembly positions.

10+« At 18.00 hours after pvercoming considerable
K.G.opposition whioch was met with from the U.H.,
Tth Bn, Northemptonshire Hogiment hed captured the
high ground Vest of CAGIIONCLES overlooking the
villsge, but patrols vhich had pushed, after dusk,
down into the village were forced to withdraw owing
to strong opposition.

9th Bn.Royal Susses Regiment had reached the
Cemetery Bast of CAURVIR and were in touch with
Guards Division on thelr right, Enemy Artillery
rotalisted heavily on CAURIIR and Western outskirts
of QAGHONOL®8. 7th Bn. Horthamptonshire Regt.,
casualties during this operation amounted to 3
Oofficers and asbout B0 Other Ranks.

wmwnmuul_. Sussex Regiment ocamualties wers very
8l .

Owing t0 shelling Brigade Headquarters moved at
16.20 hours to lorth edge of AWOINGT, remalining
there for the night. :

Orders received at 28.50 hours from Division
that mdvanos was to be resumed by 73rd Infantry
Prigads at 03.00 hours 1l0th October, 6ih Dragoon
Guarde to act independently.

Arrangoments made with 0.C. 6th Dragoon Guards
for Cavalry to move along high grouzd on
right of the Corpa front. 0.C.Oyelist Battalion
ordered to move on RINUZ and mecertain if held or
not end to kesp touch with Canadians on CAMBRAI-
SAULZOIR Road.

0CTOBER 10th, 11, At 05,00 hours edvancs was resumed with 9th
Bn. Royel Sussex Rogiment on right, 7th Bn.Horth-
amptonshire Regiment on loft, 1l3th Bn.lMiddlesex
Regiment 4in reserve. .

At D6.40 hours reports wera received from
leading Battalions that no opposition was being met
with snd troops of 7th Bn.Northamptonshire Regiment
were 200 yards Bast of CAGNONOLES.

At 02,00 hours Cavalry and Cyclist patrols
entered RIEVE snd AVESHES LEZ AUBERT. RIS was
found evacusted but some M.G.opposition met 1%9.
in Westorn outskirts of AVESNES LBZ AUBERT. 09.20
hours Osyalry patrols reported high ground Horth
of AVESHES LEZ AUBERT in U.15. and 16. strongly
held by enemy.

mu.nmwno nﬂm moved at short intervals by bounds
along the QAUROIR - 8% VAAST Foad reaching Tr.de
RIEUX about 10.30 hours.




At 09,35 hours ldth Ba. Middlesex Hegiment
were ordered to pass through the two lsadin,
battalions which wers now Q000 yards Hast o
mwm%mnhﬁ. and march on AVESHES LBZ AUBERT ana

At 11.15 hours 13th Bn. lkiddlesex Regimemt
had reached line of Reilway Somth of RIRUXL and
high ground 1000 yards 8.W. of AVESHES LXZ AUBERT.

At 13.50 hours infantryy patrols were Laat of
RIFUX and AVESNES LEZ AUBERT and in touch with
Canadians on Horth., our infantry ceme under
hoavy artillery fire on southern outskirts of
RIEUL and Western outskirts of AVEZSNPS LRBS AUBERT,
in sddition to considerabls ¥.G. fire from the high
ground to the N.E. and I,

13. On receipt of verbal instructions from 6.0.C.
Divieion that the mdvencs was to be pressed on,

. B.G.C. went forward to Bes 0.C.13th Middlesex Regt,
At 16445 hours, in scoordancs with verbal
orders lssued to 0.0.,13th Bn. lMiddlemex Regimert
Emsmmuoxinz to attack the high ground in U.15

an -
1 Company 9th En.Aoynl Susesx Hegiment, at request
of U.0. 14th Bn.Middlesex Regiment, baing placed
at his disposal, moved up to eapport the left
flank of the attack.

In oonjunotion with this sttsek 1 Company
9th En.PRoyal Su@sex Regiment was pushod forwerd
to oooupy AVESNES LEZ AUBERT Station and meintein
touoh with Guards Division on the Somthern flank,

14. This attack mot with very heavy machine |
gun fire and considarable shell fire on left flank,
and gas shelliing of the valley between RIEUX amd
AVESHES LEZ AUBERT. 1

At 18.00 homurs our troops had reached the
high ground in U.15 and 16, but had not gained
touch with the Canadisne.. F

By £0.15 hours troopa of 9th Bn.Royal Sussex
Repiment ware reported to have reached the Western
outgkirts of 3T AUBERT, and Cyolist patrols were
in touch with Ouards Division West of 3T HILAIRE.

Orders were issued to 13th Bn.liddlesex Regt.
to hold on to high ground during the night and
that 17th Infantry Brigade would pass through them
nt dawn, and resume the advance.

. 15, At 08,00 hours orders wers issued from H.W.

OCIOBER 11ih 1 73rd 1,B. that all Units would remain in their

present positions until 1%th Infentry Irigade

had reasched the line VILLERS 2l CAUCHIES -

ST AUBERT, when they would Je ordered to withdrsw

to billets in Euuw and _»M.anwzu LEE bﬁwwwmw:o

Dar tha early morn newsa wasa

that rn.pmm? AN, mmﬁuw«. H.C, Commsnding 13th

Bn. Middlesex Regiment, was Beversly wounded by a

H.G. bullet. Major R.5.DOVE, .0, was ordered

forward to assume command.




The attack of the 17th Infantry Brigade
carrled ont et 05.456 hours met with heavy
resistance from onemy ¥.Gs, from high ground
in U.16.8., V.22.8., and b. and no farther
advance wes made.

The enemy artillery bLarrage on the slopes
and villages of RIEUX and AVESHES LEZ AUBLERT
was heavy.

16. Instruotions were racaived for ths Brigade
to be withdrawn to Brigede in Reserve;
acoordingly during the afterncon varbal orders
wore isemed to 15th BEn.Middlesex Regiment and 9th §
Bo.Royel Suasex Roglment to withiraw all forward |
troops by driblets and to concentrate entirs .
battelions in RIEUX and AVE3SNES LEZ AUBERT
respactively.
7th Bn.lorthamptonshirs Regiment and 75rd Lt,.
T.M.Battery were also ordeared to move to billets
w“_ RIZUX. Brigade H.7. moved to RIEUX at 15.00
nre.
The total cssualtiss of unite up to 20.00
hours 11th instent were as follows :=

9th Royal Sussexz Begt. - 2 0ffrs, B8 O.Hs
7th Horthamptonshire Regt.- & " s "
13th Middlesex Regiment, - 6 141 v
730d Light T.M.Battery. = - = L 5=

QCTOBER 12th.17. During the course of the night 11/12th the
enemy offected his withdrawal to the lins of the
SELLE RIVER ciomely followed by 17th Infeniry
Bde. who smocsedefl in wvecurlay end comnstmoting
orossings over the SILLE RIVER.

The day was spent in sleep, ra-organisation
and eleaning mp, end at 17,00 hours a conference
of all Commanding Officers was hald by B.G.C. at
Brigade Eeadquarters.

Instraotions regeived from 24th Division
that sdvance to capture high ground East of
RIVER SELL® was to be contimued by 72nd Inf,
Brigade at 09,00 hours on the 13th inotant, and
that the 728rd Infantry Brigade coming into
smpport were to maintain oclose touoch.

Instructions received Muunhmrow E..quhau that
72nd Infantry Brigade gaoura

.ﬂ.MHMM%E_& on muﬁ_ﬂw.m RIVER that 73rd Inf. Brigade
would probably bs ordered to pass through and
capture the high pround on the genaral line
¥AISON BLANOEE - P.B6.ceutral - P.29.

B.G.C. requested to submit & plan of attack
and oarried ont & persomsl reconnalssance of the

accordingly.
uuaﬂuﬁu Fn.Hiddlesex Regiment ordered to move

to AVESNES LEZ AUBERT.

I Regiment, 75wd Light
QCTOBER 14th.19. 7th mna._ouwwwwmwwmu_wm‘a oanwn i gl

Teaus 150 Brigade now being
3iES LEZ AUBBAT, the antire Briga :
w“.wanudﬂwnan in this ares os Brigade in Support




QCTOBER 15th. 20.

QOCTOBER 16th. 21.

OCTOBER 17th. 23.

OCTOBER 18th. "4+

EALETS

B.G.0. held conferense of Commanding
Officers and as many Officers as poeslble
ordared to reconnoitre forward ares with
referonce to their respective roles for the
attack ae indieated by the B.G.C.

Orders received from 24th Division that
taotical situation permitting, the 19th
Division would relieve the 24th Division,
the 73rd Infantry Bde, moving to GAURDIR
on the 17th inetant.

B.6.C. inopscted Battelions at training - |
practlioe sttacks over ground attacked on the [
11th instant being carried cut. ,

72nd Infantry Brigade attacked high ground )|
Bast of LA SELLE RIVER with the objeot of
establishing bridgshesnds for future
operations. All objectives wers gained and
400 prlesoners eaptured.

At 09.00 houra 7th Bn.Northamptonshire
Regt. were moved up into close support and
placed under orders of B.G.0, 72nd Infantry
brigade, being disposed of as followa ;-

H.Qrg. end 2 Companies. -~ ST AUBERT.
2 Companies. - High ground West of
LA SBLLE RIVER.

At 13.00 hours Right Battalion, 72nd
Infantry Brigade were heavily counter
attacked and foreed bagk to Weat bank of the
River st HAUSSY, the line of the left
Battalion being withdrawn slightly with
posts East of the River and crossings
intaot.

At 16.00 houra 7th Bn.Horthamptonshire
Regt. were ordered to reliave remain
elsmonte of 9th Bn.East Surrey Regiment and
8th Bn.R.W.Kent Regt. with 2 Companies.
This was suocessfully oarrisd out.

At 01.00 hours (17th inet] information
received that two forwerd companies of 7th
Bn. lNorthamptonshirs Regiment were forced
to withdraw to West bank of RIVER SELLE,
the enemy having penetrated the right
flank under cover of darkness and
threatened the remaining river crossings.

73rd Infantry Brigade (leass 7th
Horthamptonshire Regiment) moved to CAURIIR.
7th Bn.Northamptonshire Regiment were
relisved by a Battalion of the H6th
Infantry Brigade and accommodated in AVESNES
LEZ AUBERT for the night 17th/1Bth, coming
under orders of 73rd Inf.Bde.

7th Bn.Forthamptonshire Regiment moved
to OAUROIR, the ontire Brigade being

- goncentrated in this area.

B; €.0, inspeoted 13th En,Middlesex
Regiment at training.
£.7,Chevallier
Captain
Brigadier General,
Oommanding 73rd Infantry Brigade.




9TE BATTALION THE ROYAL BUSSEX RIEGIMENT

PIELD,

Orders received for the 73rd
Infantry Brigede to relieve the
184th Infeatry unu.m!wo (61st Div)
The Battalion was to move off

from HAUSSY &t 14.00 hours to
BERLERAIN. A Conference was held

at Battalicn H,Q« Open Wariare
training carried out during the morning.

The Battalion left HAUSSY at 14.00
hours for BERMERAIN vis MAISON
BLANCHE, KAISQN BLURU, St. MARTIN
erriving sbout 16,30 hours. The
Transport followed in rear of the
Battelion, Batile Surplus personnel
proceeded from HAUSSY at 09.45 hours
under 2/Lieut.L.R.BAXTER to Divnl.
seaeption o!m. Lieut ,C.H.DUDINEY
proceeded at 10,00 hours to vielnity
of SEPMERTES to seleot & pite 8.

of the Railway for Trench shelters,
The 13th MIDDLESEX Regt. relieved
Mnos." i1ine troope of the 184th Inf.
des

The Battalion left BERERAIN at
05,00 hours and marched by Companies
to SEPMERIES, becom. Support
Battalion., Information was
regelved that there were indications
of an snemy withirawal in the early
morning and the leading Battallon
tad pushed forward patrols. The
Battelion remained at SZPUMERIES
mntil 16.00 bours when orders were
reneived for the Battalion to meove
forward. '0' & 'D' nn«u. to
MARESOHES and 'A' & 'B' QOoys. to
Sunken road about 400 yis. E. of
HARZBOHES. The Battalion was to

be prepared to continue the advance
going through the follewing meraing.

Orders issued to Companies for attack
through the 13th MIDDLESEX Regt. to
take Eigh Ground N, of WARGHIES le
PETIT end a”wonmmh _.WM a.a.rwu and to
make good, posaible, the

eroseings over the RHONELLE Rivexr.
ZERO Hour 05.30 hours. The advance
was to be made through a creeping
Barrage., The Battalion was disposed
as follows:-

1g! Coy. om left. 'A' Coy. in centre.
tB' Coy. on right. 'D' Coy. in Support.
The mayeh to the Assembly Positions
was mede through & good deal of enemy
shelling particularly in the vieinity
of VILLERS FOL. ZEnemy lachine guns
were very active whilet Oompanies
were sotually getting into their
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4th poeitions. A number of casueliles

(Contd,) were puetained before ZERO by
theee M.0s. During the advance
enemy artillery was not directed
very much sgainet front troope but
li.Gs, were very numerous and
cauced e number of cagualties
perticularly on High ground W of
Brick-field. The advange wae
sugeessful but & "B" Coym.
were held up on the right b
M.08, on both sldes of the River
until 11.00 hours when the enemy
was foroed to retire mnd these
Coys. consolidated on the High
ground W. of WARGHIES le PETIT.
The 13th MIDDLESEX pushed forward
on the left through WARGHIZS le
GRAND and the 7th NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
Regt. sdvenced to the East edge of
Wargnies le PETI? outskirting the
Village on the Northern pide
during the aftermoon, 'D' Company
pushed forward hﬂenoww under Lient.
PoH HILL and 2/Lisut.W.ALDRIDGE
through WARGHIES le PE?IT at
16400 hours snd finding no
oppoBition established touch with
the 7th Northamptonshire Regt.
E. of the Village at 17,30 hours.
The Casualties sustained &:._.um
theee operations wera estimate
at:- Lient.i.0. WELHAM '0O'
Killed in Action &
86 Eilled )
95 Wounded) 0.R"s.
6 Missing]

The 17th Inf.Bde. passed through
the 72rd Inf.Bde. at 07.30 hours
and continued the advanas on the
Divisional Pront, The 73rd Inf.
Bde beocame support Brigade and
wee billeted in WARGNIES le PifIT.
o' Eghelon Trensport arrived from
Mareesghee about 14,00 hours and
joined the Battalion at WARGNIZS
ie PEPIT. The enemy shelled
WARGNIES lsa PATIT at intervals
during the dey.

Phe 72p¢d Inf,Bde., became Brigade
in reeerve and Battalion remained
at WARGHIES le PETIT. Day was
spent in clesning up eto.

enemy continued shelling of the
Village and gsuped oasualties to
'D' Coye (1 Eilled 3 Wounded).

The 72nd Inf,Bde. reported to have
reached Rastern outskirts of
BAVAI end the 73rd Inf.Bde were

ordered to move to the ST. VAAST
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Aress The Battalion moved off
8% 14,46 hours and owlng te

the gontinued advance of the
72nd Bde. waa ordered to
gontinue its march to BAVAI
where 1t arrived sbout 19.00
hours and was billeted for

the nights Gome shelling was
nuwnuugnon during the march

but no casualties were
sustained. Owing to mevaral
bridges having been blown up

the transport could not proceed
farther than o7, VAAET where it
remainod until 03,00 hoars

{8th) when 1t wss able to proceed
to BAVAI by ocrces country routa.
The news was regeived that Garman
Parliamentairee bearing the Flag
of Truoe might be expected to
w- through the British lines.
hia was afterwards amended to
read Franch lines.

The 72rd Inf, Bdo, wae now in
support and the Battalion at
BAVAI. Orders recelved that

owing to the rapid advance of
the anao-Amerigan troops on
the S'DAN-UEZISRES Railway the
2rd Aray was to continme the
adyanes with the untmoat vigour in
order to out the last repaining
lines of the aneay. Bde.H.4. and
the 7th Hortheamptonshire Regt.
moved to LONGUEVILLE. Orders
wera regeived that the 73rd
Infantry Bde, would pass through
the 72nd Inf. Bde and continue
the advance on the morning of

the @th. Thia order was afterwards
cancalled,

The 24th Division took over the
whole of the Corps front the 7drd
Infantry Brigede being in the
front 1line, The Battalion moved
from BAVAI &% 06,00 hours and
pagsed through the 7ind Brigade
and the 19th Division at 09,00
hours, The Brigade then advanced
as follows:~ Tih Battallion
HOATHAMPONSHIAR Regt. on the
right, 15th UIDDLHSEX Regiment
in the gontre and and Battallon
on the left. The Battalion
objective wam the MONT-LAUBIUGE
Rosd and this was roached without
oppoeition at 12,00 hours and
patrole were then sent into
BrTIGNIES. Definite orders were

given by Brigade thet the Bat talion
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wag not to advange Hast of the
LONS-LAUBEUGE Hoad. Later
instructions were issusd that a
Company was to ogccupy BERSILLIES
This was done and the Battalion

was disposed ae follows:-

'B' Company in BERSILLIES)Front

'D' Company in BET'PIGNISS)Iine.

TA' Company at MONBEIH0N'S PAMM)
'0' Company end Battalion H.Q. )Support.
at St.PIZRRE FONTAINE FAR )
'B' Coy ware shelled rather heavily
in BERSILLIES, 1 O.Re being irilled.

The 72rd Infantry Brigade was
relieved by the 60th Infantry
Brigade, the relief being complete
by 13.30 hours and Battalion
marched by Companies to LES VINTS
where the Batin. wae billeted for
the night. Casualties from
2 Hovember to dats were

mhnmuanu
ed 1o Aotion 4.11,18.

Other Ranks Killed in Aetlon 47,
Woundel In Aetion 96, Mimsing 5.

Orders were received for an early
morning move to LOUVIGHNIES-BAVAI.
Battalion left LiS VENTS at 06.00
hours and marched to LOUVIGHI:S-
BAVAI arriving there at 09.30 hours.
Orders were regeived at 10,00 hours
that hostilities would cesss at
11400 houre owing to the acceptance
by CLERIANY of the terms of the
armistice.

Battalion at LOUVIGNIZS-BAVAI. Day
spent in cleaning up and re-organisation.
During this period general training
was garried out by the Battalion.

On tké 13th the Battalion found a
Guard for Brigede Heds The Commanding
0ffiger inspected Companies. 'A'

& 'D' Compenies on the 14th and

'B' & .'0' Companies on the 1l6th.
Hs0,ue classes under the Regimental
Sergeant Major were hald on the

15th and 16th. On the 16th the
Brigadier General Commanding inspected
the Battalion at 09,30 hours, and
general training was oarried out
during the day. It was indigsted

that the Battalion would shortly

move to the DINAIN Area, A

Billeting Party under Lieut.
P.W,CHAPMAN was sent to WARGNIIE le
GRAND on the afternoon of the léth.




The Battalion marched teo srammHt‘
le GRAND leaving LOUVIGHIES

08.30 hours and arrived twaue
13,00 hours. This move was
preliminary to the transfer of
the 24th Division to the first
Army. Orders were issusd for
the Battalion to eontinue the
march to DINAIN Ares on the
merning of the 18th.

The Battalion laft WARGNIES le
GRAND at 08,30 hours and proeeaded
via VILLZRS POIMARGSCHES ARTRES,
HAING, asnd THIANT to PROUVY where
the Battalion was billeted for

the night. Orders wero issued for
the march to be continued on the
mozning of the 1Sth.

The Battalion left PROUVY about
11,30 hours and proceedsd via
DENAIE & ABSQON to AUBHROHICOURT,
Captain A.V.2EWELL M.C. rejoined
Battalion from England and was
appointed Battalion Sports Officer.

During this pericd the Batialion
remeined at AUBERCHICOURT and general

treining was oarried out ae far as
possible, Coanferences wers held at
Headguarters to discuse training,
edugation and regreation. On the
2let & Thankegiving Service was
held in the Theatre, AUBZRCHICOURT
and attended ﬂm 300 man per Battalion.
R

Sgveral gonger ere given during
the stay of the Battalion in this
area notably by the Brigade and
Divisional Concert Parties. On
the morning of the 23rd ordere werse
regeived thet the T3rd Infantry
Brigade would move to RUMEGIES on
the £5th and from thence to LOUCHIN

on th8 26th. On the 24th Lieut.Clol.
E.qom. HILL D.8.0. H.C. took
comnand of the Brigade during the
sbponce of the B.G.C. on leave
lsjor T,FOSTER nu-nauum command of
the Battalion, Orders issuned for
the move to RUMEGISS on the morning
of the 25th.

The Battalion left AUBERCHICOURT
at 08,10 hours and procesded to
RUMEGIES via SOMAIN-MARCHIENNES-
BRILLON-ROSULT« A halt wag made
a8t 12,50 hours for dinners and
the march resumed at 14,00 hours.
The Battalion srrived at RUMEGIES
about 16,30 houre. HNo men fell
out during the march. Ordors lssued
for the merch to be continued teo
MOUCHIN Avea on the 26th.
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26th Battalion left RUMEGIES at
10,30 houre and arrived at
MOUCHIN at 12.30 hours.
conference was held at H
to disouse Training,
and Reoreation, The Battalion
was billeted at BERCU.

The remainder cof the month wes
spent in the usual training -
and recreational hours were
allotted in the afternoons.
Several confarences were held

to consider the important
uestions of eduention and the
ReveT«FuBAKER CuF. wes appointed
Battalion Fdueation Offiger

and steops taken to start classes
in the variocus embjects as soon
a8 possible. Hecreational
training also claimed & considerable
emount of attention.

J.0s WIGGS Lt.
for Captain & Adjutant
0.C. 9th Royal Sussex Regiment.

Degember 4th 1918.

The following awarde were made to Ni.C.0s
and men of thie Battalion for gallantry during the
operations commsnoing Hovember 4th 1918.

MILITARY MEDAL.

886, U, Luff '0' Ooy.
A. Whitlock Coy.
R.H.Pelrce Coy.
GuF. Davis Coy.
0.F. Bridger. Coy.
We Durling. Coy.
@.L. Mann, Coy.
A.A. Collier. Coy.
R. Martin. Goy.
A.F. Greene Coy.
H. Threckston Coy.

Coy.
Coy.




Battalion at MOUCHIN in Billets
ewalting ordera to move to

fins] aree, A Voluntary Church
dervice was held at H.Q, st
11,00 hours, 2/ILieut, PN,
WALEER Joined Battelion and was
poeted to "C' Company,

Iuring this period 2 hours
training under Compauy Commanders
was parried out in the moming
and recrestional fra and
football League matches held in
the afternoon, On the 2ad the
teme of re-engagement in the
new Heguler Lymy were expleined
to men by their Company
Coumenders, A Battellon Parade
wap ordered for the morning of
the Zrd, but was cancelled owing
to the indlement weather,
Lectures and orgenisstion of
Bducationsl Classes being
proseeded with iustead, £/Lieut,
H,B, IRUEY wes stimoek off the
strength on Medicel Board being
ordered by the Var Office, A
Draft of 45 O,Rs, Joined the
Battelion from ENGLAND on the
Srd, 1Most of them had not beem
out to FIANCE before, On the
4th a Leoture wae given by the
Diviclonal Educational Offieer
to all Officers at 73rd,

L,0,M, Battery H,Q. at 14,15
hours., The subjeot of the
Leoture was the Eduostionsl
Secheme being introduced into
Battelions and hintas were given
on the Method of amugpnm. A
Pootball Mateh on the &

between 'I* Coy, & the T3rd
L.T.M, Battery resulted in &
draw B goels each, League
matches on the 6th by '"BY and
*A' Companies were both lost

to 'B' Coy 7th Horthamptonshire
Regt, and T3rd Field Ambulance
regpectively, the soores being
6-3 und &-0 hn. the respective
matehes. On the 7th the
Qommending Offieer, Adjotent,

B other Officers and 18 N,C,0s,
snd men per Company Journeyed

by lorry to line the rced neer
TOURNAI cn the cocusion of the
King'e visit, It was arranged
for the Eing to stop, but owing
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Degember,

2nd -
17th (ota,)

to a misunfleratanding he did not
do so His Majesty wee heartily
cheered and the men were able to
Bee him and the Urinces very well,
A “_.ow_mna match on the 7th resulted
in '¢' Company losing B - O
against "A' Coy, 13th Middlesex
Regiment, (n Sundey Dec.8 the
usual Church Hervices were held
and & Conference regarding
Eduoation tock place in the H.Q.
Mess in the evening, 411
Companies reported that they 2
were ready to start olesses in
spite of the lack of Books and

* Stationery, Un Mopdey the 9th

Education Classes sterted 1n
earnest beinz held on most
mornings from 10,80 - 1£.16 hours,
Voting Bellot papers commenced

to arrive on this.dey, Leotures
had been given on the srrengements
for voting, Each men received &
Ballot paper apd also &
Dealaration of Identity,

These were comple ted and sent by
Mn_mo to the Returning Officer of
he respeciive constitnencies,
The arrangemente on the whole
were good, It was unavoidable
that men should know less then
they wished of the Candidates in
their constituencies, but
Fleotion Adresees resched most
men end liete of Candldates were
posted up each nnavnu«. 4
League Match was won by 'DY
Gompeny egainst 'A' Coy 13th
Middlesex Hegt. by 6 goals to

1 gosl, BfLieut, A.F, CHIIDS
was struck off the strength om
the 11th,Medloal Board being
ordered by the War Office, Om
this day s Hace meeting took
place et MOUCHIN under the
auspices of the I COHFS bubt the
weather was extremely unfevoursble,
Only a certain proportion of the
Battelion took an interest in the
races, There were & entries from
the Battallon but they met with no
succeas,

The first man from the Battalion
to be demobilised wes sent to
England on the 1lth to rexort

to Dispersal Cenire (SHORNCLIFFE).
He wase No,18843 Pte, H,G.Carswell
and wos sent home a8 a Ooal Miner,
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2nd - 0n the 12th ebout 20 N.C.0s, and

17th men 0f the Battallon visited
LILLE and epent an interesting
dey. On the 13th 3 Coalminers
procecded to report to Dispersal
Centre (OAWESTEY) for demobilisation.
Lieut ,Colonel ,V.B, HILL, D,5.0.,
U, 0, rejoined for Commanding 73rd
Infentry Brigade and assumed
Command of the Battelion, Lieut
5,J. OHESTER Joined Bettalion and
wac posted to "B' Company., The
78rd Infantry Brigade defented
*B' Company £ gomls to NIL
after a strenuous geme, On the
14th 'I* Oompmny eelveged &
large namber of bricke from an
old Germep Aerodrome, These
were carried to TLINTEGNIES to
be used in making ovens in our
new Billets, On Sunday 15th
a8 Voluntery Bexvice wae held at
H,Q, a% 11,00 hours, Platoon
foot ball metehes took plece in
the efiernoon good gemee being
pleyed , 1 Coglminer procecded
to Dieperssl Centre (SHORNCLIFFE)
for demobilisation, 4 ve

exciting football meteh naﬂw Place
on the 16th between 73rd Inf,Bde
and 'D' Compuny, resulting in a
draw 1 goel all, On the 17th
apother Coalminer preceeded to
England for demobilisatd on,

On this day the Battelion moved
to the finel rest Ares at
TAINTEGNIES, perading at 11,00
hours and proceeding by March
Houte arriving sbomut 1,50 pm,
Billets were wery mumch better
then those at MOUCHIN and with
a gertain amount of work it was
hoped to make them very
esomfortable, 3 O.Re, progeeded
to report to Dispersal Centre
(RIPCN) for demobilisation &s
Coel Miners,

This period was marked a great
ingrecce in Eduocational Olasses
end Leotures were given on

several deys, On the 19th
Oompanies generelly ocleaned up
Billets and srranged Reoreation
Rooms, 37 O.Rs. jolned Battalion
from the Base; they were mostly
young soldiers deteined at the
Base on accamnt of their age,
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*D' Comp Tth Northamptonshire
Hegt were beaten by 'B' Commny,
the score being & goals to B
gouls. On the ROth 'C* Company
defeated 'A' Coy, by 3 gosls to
HiL, On the 24th Sgnr,Wickens
'A' Company proceeded to
Dispersal Centre (OSWESTHY)
for demobilisation on scpount of
Long Service with the B.E.F.
On the 25th Christmes Dy -
Church Services were held in the
morning, Company dinrers were
beld Buttn, H, 0, dining with
thelr resvective Companies, The
Commending O0fflpcer vislbted
Companies whilst dining,
dinner was & great smocesg. The
ohief items in the MENU were pork
and Ohristmas Pudding, COonoerts
were held in the sfternocn and in
the evening Sergeant's Messes
held their dinners, A4ll Cfficers
of the Battalion attended s dinner
which was held at Brigade HE.Q, on
the evening of Christmas Day,
The Brisede UOrchestra played very
well throughout the evening.A few
speeghes were made after dinner,
which wae followed by & Dance
Lieut, Colonel K,V,B.Hill, DSO.HMC,
procecded on leave to u.m. 26th,
In the ovening of the 26th
dinners were arranged for the
Oooks and Officer'e Servants who
had not beem able to joim in
the Xmas Day dinners, Om the
28th 8 O,R, proceeded to report to
Diepersnl Centre (SECRNCLIFFE)
for demobilisation on ascount of
Long Serviee with the B,E.F, The
Commanding Officer's servant
1/0, J,Xeye had served continmcusly
or 51 months with the B,E.F, and
had been the 0.0s.servant for that
period, On the 29th 1 O.E,
rocecded to Transfer Centre WATFORD
mo aspiet in the work of demobilisation,
A Leoture was given by lMajor JELANY,
the snbject being Boxing. This
leature, whieh tock place on the
31lst wes very well attepded and
was very enthueiaetioally received,
Arrengemente were made at once for
nightly instruction in Boxing,

Vel pDa5,04,08,C,
No. 5730 Pte 4, BIRAY 'A' Coy.

H.O.COLEMAN ,Capt .& Adjt,
for 0.C.9th Royal Sussex Hegt,
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The Battalion spent the whole of

the month at TAINTIGHIBS, BELGIUN,
during whioh peried no outstanding
events ocoocurred.

Training and Bducational Classes
Were carried out on most mornings,
the afterncons being devoted to
Foothall and other Reercation,
Several concerts were given during
the month by the Brigede Concert
Party, one at AUMES on the 4th,
being attended by 12 Officers and
150 Other Ranke, The Erigade Party
alsc gave 4 performances of"ALADDIN"
at TAINTIGNIES and these were
particularly well attended by the
Eattalion and other troops in the
neighbourhood,

Within the Eattalion many pleasant
evenings were arranged generally
taking the form of card tournaments
in whist, bezique, cribbage and
other games, A dance usually
terminated the proceedings.
Demobilisation which was proceeding
rather slowly at the commencement

of the month, speeded up considerably
towards the finish attaining an
average rate of 10 to 12 per diem,

A table is attached shewing the
number demobilised during the month,
giving dispersal stations and reasons
for the release of the men,

Cn Wednesday January 8th an
Agricultural discussion on "Small
Holdings" was held in the Schoolroom.
¥ajor T. FOSTER and Captain PASSMORE MO.
made the opening speeches after which
discussion was invited from those
pregent,

On January Oth Captain G.¥, SHACKEL,MC.
proceeded to U,K, to attend Course at
5.0, School, ALDERSHOT and was struck
off the strength.

On the 24th M=jor BRISCOE R.A.M.C,
gave a lecture to "A" and "C" Companies
on medical subjects.

The following ewards Were notified
during the montht=

MENTICOKED in 8:

5730 Private A, Bray.




-_m mﬂ b ( HO ]

sut, A0, ¥ REE awarded
the ¥ILITARY CROSS,

3600 Jergeant A,J, NEVNHAM awarded
the DISTINGUISHED CONDUOT X "
ASARDED THI J H
Captain ¥,J, BURROWS
Lisut, H.,R, DATE

2 Lte Sud.A, BRIDGER

HARD]

The follewing Officers were
demobilised during the manthie
Lieut, H.R, HAIR, u,C Group 43,
Lisut,0 XINNEIR Uroup 43,
2/Lt, B. DAVISON Group 1.

7.C, WI0Gs,
Lt. "& A/AdIt.
for 0.C, 9th Bn, Royal Uussex Regiment.




RIPON, SHORNCLIFFE. PREES HARROWEY,
HEATH.

THETFORD. PURFLEET. FOVANT, GEORGE- CLIP-

TOWN .

STONE.

CHIBLEDOE. WIKBLEDON.

TOTAL.

1
8

2

Long Service
Heleasable
Groups.
Group 1.
Group 3.
Pivotal.
Serving
Seldiers.
Re=enlisted
Soldiers.
Over 41.
Guarantes
Letter.




Al LACE Win
The Hattallon has been in billets
at TAIFTBGHING (BELOIUM) during
the whole of the month: A
certain maount of Training and
Education has besn surried out
but work has been considersbly
impaded by demobilisation and
preparing drafte for the Army
of Ogeoupation,

On the 6th we were ordered to
prepare u draft of 10 Officers
and 200 Othar Renks for the
Rhine, Voluntsers to be taken
first and the reuainder to be
made up with men reiainable
under Army Order XIV. The
following Offigers voluntesred,
together with 151. Cther Ranks,
Capt.A.V.Rewell lig, Iieut.R.T.
Bryan, Lit.B.J.0hester. Li.R.
Eudson M0, 2/Lt,V,0,Booker,
2/Lt.M,Taylor, Lieut,R.8.Hoath,
2/Lt.5.7.0ibbs, 2/Lieut,l,
Alaridge, 2/Lieut.¥,N.Walker.
CuB.M,.J. MoClymont and OQMB
W,Collier wore amongot the vol-
unteers, On the 2lst. the
draft wes reduced Lo 2 Officers
and 150. Other Ranke. No
further ordors have been received
and the drafi is still standing
bye

During the month 3 Uffigers and
217 Other Ranks have been de=
mobilized, The three Officers
ave 2/Lieut,R,lister, 4th,
2/Lieut . Aldington, Jth,
#/Cept.C.H Knight, 17th inst.
On the l4th orders were received
thet the King's Colours would
be cunsecrated on the 1Yth end
afterwards pregented to all the
Battalion®in the Erigade by the
Army Commander, General 0ir H.S.
Horne, KOB, KOlG,.

On the 15th and 17tk & Battalion
Practics was carried out,

On the 18th the Brigede Fraotice
was carriaed cut on the Chaups das
Manmuvres. On the 19th, the
eersuony tock place on the saus
ground as the IDrigade Praoctice
the previous day. The purade
was in every way quite saiiasfas-
tory and sll ranks were congratu=
lated on the general turn out

of the Brigade.
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The sddross by General 8ir, H.8,
Horne, KOR, XOMG, and Brigadier
Ceneral R,J,Collins, CNG, D,B.0,
reply E.m given below.

t {e my prou
prepent the King's Colour to each
of the three Battalions in the
73rd Infantry Brigade. I pre=
sent the Qolcur in the name of
His Mejesty the King, and T
charge you tc guard it and honour
it in socordance with thas tra=-
ditions of your Regiment and of
the 2ritish Army. When ths
fettalions mow standing on
rarsdo were formed they becane
part of = very distinguished
Ragimenta and they inherited
the graat traditions of those
Regimants. The ROYAL SU3SEX
(35th and 107th Foot) The NUATH=-
AHPTONSIIAR (48th and 58th Foot)
The MIIDIZSRX (57th Diehards and
77th Foot), DBattalions that
have perved in all parts of the
world, that have established
aplendid recnrds and made their
nanee famoun in every corner of
the glohe, OIDRALTAR, CANADAjG
EAST INDIYS, INDIA, FPEMINBULA,
ORIMBA, NIV ZFALAND, RGYFT and
BOUTH A¥NICA, The past history
of your Rogiments have been
written for you but it has been
your duty since your formation
44 yvears ago to write your own
history. This you have done
and have done it well. Tormed
in September. 1914, and came out
tc thig gountry a year later to
take part in the Battle of 10OOS,
end the heavy fighting at Fosse 8.
In 1516 you were in the Battle
of the BCIOE and fought well at
QUILLISONT end DELVILLE WOOD.
In the Pritich Offensive in the
Bpring of 1917. you played a
most imporient part on the North
of the VINY RIDGE at ANGRES and
LEIVEN, In June you fought at
J8sINES snd in the Autumn took
pert in the Third Battle of YFPRES,
Th the Oreat Offensive launched
by the Cermans in the Spring of
1918 you played an important part
in holding up the enamy and then
in the Autwnn in the final phase
of the war followed him up beyond
MAUBEUGE, A fine record and I
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1st/38th, know you ere proud of it, and

otd, your esprit is high,
The Colour presented to you
today is the embodiment of the
spirit of your Battalion = the
emblem of your Loyalty and the symbal
of your tradition. llen come
and men go, faces change in the
ranks but the Colour remains,
It is the spirit of = Battalion,
That is what the Colour means,
That is why men in days done by
rallied round the Colour,
Conditions have changed and
though now in war we mre unable
to carry the Colour still the
sentiment remains unchanged and
men fight to the last for the
honour of the Battalion, I
have no doubt that you will guard
and fight for these Coloure in
war and that ie the spirit you should
oarry into Feage. We have
gained a great Viotory over the
Germans but Pesce is not yet
assured. Great difficulties
lie before us., There is great
unmrest throughout Burope and
that unrest hes spread in a
minor degree toc Bngland,
Remember thei the Army represents
the pick of the nation, Re=
nember that the Army will have
great power at home and with
that power we have our responsi-
bility. Having fought and beaten
the Germaus in war we must stand
solid and ensure the bringing
about of a succassful peace,
guch a peage as will enable us
to improve the conditions both
moral and sooial of the life
in our own country. To those
of you who are going home,
therefore I have this to say:-
You will have much power and with
that power remember t ere comes
respansibility. The German
has been beaten in war but he
still hopes to gain a vietory
in pesgs, Agents are at work
st home striving to upset the
conditions of life. BSome of
them are doing it unintention-
ally, others are in German pay.
It is those we want to beat.
If we epproach our task in the
epirit which we have shown out
here we shall put things right
in & very short time. Do your
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lst/28th, duty at home in peace as you

otd. have done it in war., Demobie
lization is going shead fast,
It is & sad time when comrades
have to part and I know well
thet that sentiment inspires
& great many of you, but ale=
though this Brigade and these
Battalions will be broken up
I feel sura that the sentiment
of comradeship will satill re-
mein, In bidding farewell to
the 73rd Infantry Brigade I
thank you from the bottom of
my heart for the splendid work
you have done throughout the
war and especially during the
period when you have sarved in
the First Army, I thank you
and I bid you all collebtivaly
and indivicually God speed.
pddress by Srigadier General

o 3 D,.8,.0
d like to thank you Bir,

on behslf of the Brigade and on
my own behalf for the honour
you have done us in coming today
to present these Colours. This
will probably be the last parade
on which the lrigade will appear
as & whole, but I can assure you
8ir, that all ranks will carry
with them wherever they go the
spirit of discipline and good
somradeship which has been the
keynote of the Brigade through-
out its service in France, and
if at any time the Brigade is
sgain called into existence I
@n equally sure that it will
under these Colours do its very
best to maintain its presant
high position and that it will
fight as gallantly in the future
a8 it hes in the past,

A good deal of inter-Company
football has been played during
the month, On the 26th, D Coy.
defeated "A" Coy. by 5 goals to

1, and on the 27th., *B* Coy. by

4 goals to 2. On the 28th. “D*
Coy, played 'The Rest' of the
Battn, and efter a very exciting
gane the Rest proved Vioctors by

3 goals to 2,

The Btickits (73rd Brigade Concert
Farty) gave peveral pnrformances
which were always well attended
and thoroughly appreciated.

On the evening of the 28th. at

the Officers Club, TCURNAI. s
farewell dinner was given by Officers
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of the Brigade to Captain P, T,
Chevalier, D,8.0. M,C, hrigade
Major. 73rd Infantry Jrigade.
Lieut,Col. M,V,B,HILL D.B.0.
H.C, Major C,.Goad,), and
Captain H.0.Coleman,l,0, re-
presented the Battalion,

J.0. WIGGS, Li. & A/Adjt,
for 0.C. 9th Bn, R,Bussex Regt,
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Appendix,

TAINTIGNIES NELOTUM,

The Battalion remained at TAINTIGNIFS
for the whale month. The gradual
process of raduction to Cadre strength
was ecarried on and the strength of
the Battalion was reduced fram 31
Officers 419 Other Ranks at the
beginning of the month to 14 Qfficers
189 Other Ranks at the end. The
Cadre was completed at the beginning
of the month. The chief causes of
decrease in strength wers:-

1. Draft to the 4th Pattalion ROYAL
SUBSEX Reglment of 2 Qfficers and

150 Other Ranks.

2. Demobilisation during the month
of 5§ Officers and 74 Other Ranks.
(This included 50 Other Ranks for
Re-enlistment in the New Regular Army).

On the 24th, 45 men were demobilised,
this being the record number demobilised
in one day, The reduction in strength
of the Battalion was not confined to
personmel. At the begimning of the
month there were 46 animals with the
Battalion transport. All these were
sent away during the month, scme to
EHCLAYD for sale, some for further
service in the Army, and some for sale
in TOURNAI to eivilians,

The Battalion Stores were checked in
accordance with the Demobilisation
Store Table and indents made out for
all deficiencies.

All vehioles that could be spared were
loaded up and sent to the Divisional
Vehicle Park at BAISIEUX which is to

be the Cadre Railhead. after this rations
and supplies were delivered by lorry.

The reduction in the strength of the
Battalion made it no longer necessary
for the Companies to be scattered
through the long length of the village.
Accordingly billets were closed up
round Battalion H.Q. and 'A' & 'D' Coys.
were amalgamated in one area and 'B' &
10" Coys. in another.

The organisation of the higher command
was completely changed during this

month and the Battalion came into a
Brigade Group of Cadres under the command
of Brig.0en. R.¥W.Morgan, D.5.0., Corps
M.m. wag replasced by H.Q. DOUAI Cadres
under the eommand of Brig.Gen.F.0.
Maunsell, C.H.,C.M.0., R.A,




On the 12th a draft of 1850 O.RHs.

under Captain A.V. Rewsll, N.C.,

and Lieut. R.4. Hoath left to join
the 4th Battalion ROYAL SUSHEX
Regiment on the RHINH,

A Roll of the Draft is attached

(to Records only). This draft had
been standing by for some time and
was originally intended to be 200
strong, In consequence of this
redustion 'd' Company only contributed
6 men to make up the full nurber and
the Other Companies sent all available
men, The draft paraded at 10.8.m. and
were inspected by the Commanding
Officer who afterwards addressed them
and recounted the outstanding
performances to the credit of the
Battalion which it behoved them to
remember and of which they had every
reason to be proud.

After this official farewell they
marched through the main street of the
village and their many friends turned out
to give them & good sand off, At the
top of the street they marched past
and salutsd the King's Colours. They
left about 11 a.m. in lorries for
RAISUES where thsy entrained. News
oame later that they had a good journey
and ware settling down happily with
their new Battalion.

The fellowing table shews the number

of men of the Battalion who re-enlisted
in the Post-Bellum Armyi-

- g R

AV Coy. 5 1 14
PRV AT 5 11 23
gy - is - 18
ot . 2 17 5 19
TOTAL. 14 48. 13. 74,

The following is a 1list of Officers
who left the Battalion during the
month i=

For Demobilisation.

17/Captain D.W.G, May,M.C. To U.X. 16.3.19,
Captain F.J. Burrows,M.C. " " 36.3.19.
2/Lieut.H.C.Sargent. m % 24,3.19,
2/Lisut.R.A. Digker. n w 24,319,
2/Lieut.¥.C.Chew, n o w 24.3.19.




Zosted to Army of Queupation.

Captain A.V, Rewell, M.O.
To 4th Bn,ROYAL SUSSRX Regiment 12.3.19.
Lieut, R.5. Hoath.

Do do

Lieut, 8,7, arau?ﬁ.”

Do. de. do.
Lieut. R.T. Bryan.

Do. do, do.
u\Hw.:S.F.._..!u.nnu.g

0. .

3/Lieut. W.Aldridge. P

Do. de. do.
2/Lieut.W.G. Bocker.

Do, do. 28.3.19.

i a4
N S3EX Regiment 28,3.19.

Lieut. P.W, Chapman e "

Do. do. do.
Lieut.R.Hudson,¥.C.
To 4th Bn. ROYAL SUSSEX Regiment 29.3.19.
Lieut.A.G.A.Vidler, i, C.
To B2nd Bn. ROYAL SUSSEX Regiment do.

Captain C.V. Newion, N.C.

For a brisf period after the departurs
of the draft to the 4th Battalion

there appeared little to do and time
geemed to go slowly, It was not lo
however, before football started again
and several who had never played before
found that their efforts to master

the intriocacies of Bocoer gave them quite
as wuoh amusement as they gave to the
usual orowd arcund the goal. The result
was that after one or two games keenness
had revived and football was played
whenever the weather permitted.

Several dances were got up by the
civilians and were much appreciated by
the men,

The month has been one of farewells.
Apart from the Officers and men who
have already been mentioned, there were
many to whom we had to say good-bye.
Qur sister Battalions weres of agourse
braking up at the same time and at the
end of the month the 13th Bn.Middlesex
Regiment left to go to HAVRE for duty.
The Brigade Staff also left us -
Brig.Gen.R.J.Collins, C.M.G,,D.8.0., to
take up an appointment at the Staff
College, CAMBERLEY.




The Brigade Major Captain P,T.
Chevalier, D.B8.0.,M.C., to revert
to odvil life and the Staff Captain
R.W.W, Hills, u.C,, to take up the
duties of an appointment at DUNKIRK,

In spite of losing so many there are still
8 few veterans who have been with the
Battalien since it was formed and are
WM:o en remaining with 1t 111 the

nish,

E.C. COLEMAN,
Captain & Adjutant,
for Lieunt.col.
Commanding 9th Battalion, RUYAL BUSSEX REGT,

3rd April, 1019,




£th BATTALION, ROYAL SUSSEX REGIMENT,

CHREPLATNE, FRANCE.

During the month the process of
reducing the Battalion to Cadre
strength wes almost completed,
the strength being reduced from
14 Officers and 189 Other Ranks to
@ Officers and 65 Other Ranks.
The following figures show the
nuwbers who were struek off the
strength of the Dattalion during
the month.

DRAFTS,

To 4th Battalion, Royal Susasex
Regiment. 2/Lt, 8,E, GIBES,
2/Lt, ¥, WALKER and598 other ranks.
Te 18t Battelion, Royel Sussex
Regiment, Capt, ©.H, DUDENEY,

To Royal Army Ordnance Corps

7 Other Renks,

To Chinese Lebour Corps 2 Other
Ranks.

DEMOBILIZED ,

lieut, 5,7, THEW, R,8,M, B,N,BUTCHER,
¥.C,, D,C.K, (Re=enlisted) and 17

Other Ranks, To Tngland (Regular
Offiger) Lieut, C,%,EDLINGTON,

HOSPITAL estoc, 3 Other Ranks.

The alletment of leave during the

month was goed and 2 Officers and

41 Other Hanks were granted leave

to England. A number of men were

given short leaveto BRUSSELS,

The work of the Battalion was

econfined to routine and cleaning
Transport at the Vehiecle Fark,

BAISEUX. The only event of interest
was the move of the Battalion to
CREPLAINE on the Tth. TAIKTEGHIES

was left with much regret both en the
part of the battalion and the

ecivilians, but on Sundays there was dlways
a large number of visitors to call on
old friends at TATFTEGNIES, The billets
at CREFLAINE are not quiet co geod as
those we left, but with the greatly
reduced nurbers the Battalion was soon
econfortably settled, Bad weather
stopped footbell at the end of the month
but during the first half it was played
on most days. The Cadre temm played the
72nd Field Ambulance in a Divisienal
Tournamant on the 1lth, but the Weather
was very unsuitable, The Eattalion
lost by 1 goal te O,




On the 29th a very successful
dinner was arranged in LONDON
and attended by 12 Officers of
the Battalion including the
Commanding Officer and our s14
Adjutant and 2nd in Command
Eajor J. L. Btokes,

i,C, COLRMAN,
Capt, & Adjutant,
for Lt., Colonel,
Commanding 9th Bn, ROYAL BUSSEX NEGIMERT




1919
May
lst/31st,

During the month the Hattalicn
was reduced in strength from §
Offigers and 65 Other Ranks to
6 Offigers and 38 Other Ranks,
The latter figures include 2
Officers who ere volunteers
for the Army of Ogoupation, who
are still unposted, and 1
Offiger and 3 Cther Ranks in
Hospital,
On 25th May Lieut.Colonel,M,V,B,
HILL,D,8,0, M,C, left the
Battalion for demobilization,
He had commended the Battalion
eince November 1916 and had
served in Frence since Beptember
1914 with DBHW one break of 3
months in England aftier being
wounded in Mareh 1918,
On 28th May Lieut.J.C.WIGGS
and 2/Lieut,A.¥.CHADWIOK left
the Battelien to join the
Ho,337 and ¥o.3j19 Frisoners of
War Companys respestively,
The decrease in Other Ranks is
accounted for as follows:=
Inecrease. 1
Demobilized, 12
To Hospital, 2
To 4th,Roysl Sussex Regt.
(Aot 0) - 14
To Home Establishment, 1,
During the month leave wes granted
to 1 Officer and 10 Other ranks,
but all had re-joined by the end
¢f the month,
On Colonel HILL's departure on
the 25th, Ceptein H,C,COLEMAN.M.C.
took over command of the Battalion
during the sbsence of Major T,
FUSTER on leave.
The work of the Battalion was
confined to routine,
On the 12th a lorry was obteined
and a party of Officers and men
spent the day looking over the
line at LENB and LOCS and visit-
ing our old billets at BULLY
GRENAY and LES BREBIS.
On the 19th, a party of Cfficers
and Men left for 3 days trip to
BRUGES and OBTEND, The route
taken was through LILLE, ARMEN-
$IKRES, BAILLEUL, LOCHE, DICKEBUSH,
YPRES, PASCHENDALE and ROULERS
to BRUGES, Two very enjoyable




lst/3lst,
otd,

days were spent at BRUGES and soms
of the party paid a vieit to OBTEND,.
The return trip was made through
ROULERS and MENIN,

On the 12th, orders were received
that the Battalion would entrain for
ANTWERF on their way to England

en the 17th, These orders were
cancelled next day,

However on the j0th, a further
order was received that the Cadre
would entrain about the 2nd of
June, and it is hoped that we

shall not be disappointed this

time,

H.C. COLENMAN, Captain,
Commanding 9th.Battalion Royal Bussex Regimen
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